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DEVIL vexon TWO STICKS. 


CHAP. XIIL 


The DEVIL upon Two Srieks condufts 
Don CLEO AS to Weſtminſter-Abbey. 


T was eleven o'clock the following 
morning before Aſmodeus was at lei- 
ſure to viſit the Count. And ſoon after 
they ſallied forth from the Hotel, in ſearch 
of new ſcenes and ſubjects or — 
amuſement. 


6 If I do not exceed the limits pre- 
ſcribed to mortal curioſity, ſaid Don 
Vor. IV. A Cleofas, 
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Cleofas, permit me to enquire what pre- 
cious miſchief has occupied your worſhip 
ſince our ſeparation.” ** My principal at- 
tention,” anſwered the Demon, * has 
been paid to a widow lady of quality, of 
very large fortune ; and you will think my 
commiſſion rather difficult, when I inform 
you, that it was nothing leſs than to in- 
fluence her ladyſhip to quit the bed of one 
lover, in order to go immediately to church 
to be married to another : but her temper, 
conſtitution and principles were ſo well 
diſpoſed to my purpoſe, that the buſineſs 
was executed with a degree of eaſe which 
forbids me to attribute any merit to my- 
ſelf, in the ſucceſsful arrangement of it.— 
For the future, I ſhall leave this lady to the 
entire guidance of her own projects : ſhe 
really wants no affiſtance of any kind from 
me.” 


« But I thought,” ſaid Don Cleofas, 
* that churches were not within your de- 
partment, and here have you led me into 

one 
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one without ceremony, at the very time 
alſo, when different ſervices are perform- 
ing. This, however, I preſume, is a day 
of private devotion ; for there appears to 
me to be more prieſts than worſhippers.” 


« It is not a place,” anſwered Aſmodeus, 
with a ſmile, ©* ſet apart for the celebra- 
tion of religious rites, but political ones. 
This large room contains the different 
courts of juſtice, which are now fitting ; 
and all theſe ſauntering people in black 
gowns, whom you {uppoſed to be engaged 
in the forms of religion, —are pleading ad- 
vocates, who would be very glad of a little 


employment in the forms of their own pro- 
feſſion. | 


« I cannot, however, but obſerve to 
you, that the laws of this country are found- 
ed on the principles of private ſecurity and 
public happineſs; and are adminiſtered 
with great ability, as well as pure juſtice. 
The practitioners, indeed, like thoſe of 

Az every 


4 DEVIL UPON TWO srieks 


every other country, are but this is 
a ſubject on which I cannot, at preſent, 
enlarge. The particular member of our 
fraternity, who preſides over this body of 
men, is the moſt wicked, litigious and 
crafty ſpirit of our whole corps, and I 
would | riſk a quarrel with a ſcore of 
my brother Demons, than with him.—I 
really would not venture, on any account, 
to particularize even a cobweb in th; hall, 
without his conſent firſt had and obtain- 
ed. However, as he has been very much 
obliged by me, on ſeveral occaſions, I have 
not the leaſt doubt but he will give me 
permiſſion, at a future period, to erect a 
little court of judicature of our own, with 
ſufficient powers to try the lawyers them- 
ſelves, whom we may ſummon to the bar. 
We will, therefore, for the preſent, quit this 
| buſy ſcene of human contention, and paſs 
on to a place where all contention is at an 
end;—where the client, —the advocate, and 
the judge ſleep together. 


& This 
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This magnificent building, continued 
Aſmodeus, as they entered Weſtminſter- 
Abbey, the ſolemn beauty of whoſe ar- 
chitecture, with the profuſion of its mo- 
numental ſculpture, is ſo calculated to in- 
ſpire the contemplative mind with devout 
thoughts, is the royal Mauſoleum of Great 
Britain, and a receptacle for the remains 
and memorials of great men and eminent 
characters. ” 


« I preſume then, ſaid Don Cleofas, 
that they alone are permitted to moulder 
into duſt beneath this pavement, or to be 
celebrated on theſe walls, who have been 
pre-eminent for birth, talents, ſcience or 
virtue; or whoſe ſuperior ſervices have 
been thought to deſerve the ſepulchral 
eulogium of their country. 


* That is not abſolutely the caſe,” re- 
plied the Demon. © Vanity, you muſt 
well know, is oftentimes ſo very weak, as 
to extend its folly beyond the limits of 

A3 life ; 
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life; and wealth can always command the 
poſthumous honour of a diſtinguiſhed 
grave, The very firſt monument to the 
right of us, is of this kind. It covers the 
remains of a rich old man, and was erected 
at the expence of his handſome young wi- 
cow, whom he married about two years 
before his death. On the top of it you 
may fee an urn, with a weeping Cupid be- 
tide it. If, indeed, the ſculptor had made 
him laughing, it would have been more in 
character; for before his chiſſel could bring 
the urchin into ſhape, to perſonate her ſor- 
row for her firſt huſband, ſhe had formed 
one, of a better ſort, in her own mould, 
with the aſſiſtance of a ſecond. 


“ The marble tablet, in the adjoining 
ſpace, points out the grave of a country 
gentlemar, and a Member of Parliament; 
who, on account of ſomething he did 
which was perſonally obnoxious to the late 
King, was forbidden to appear at court ;— 
but to ſatisfy his wounded pride, he deter- 

mined 


IN ENGLAND», 7 


mined to attend his Majeſty in this with- 
drawing room, where no Lord Chamber- 
lain waits to refuſe admittance. 


Beneath the next ſtone, repoſe the 
aiſles of a wealthy brewer, whoie father 
erovined himiclf in a vat of his own beer, 
and was interred no one knows where. To 
wipe off this paternal diſgrace, the ſon re- 
ceived the honour of his preſent ſepul- 
ture; and each of his three grand-daugh- 
ters, who now ſhare his fortune, wear a 
bracelet with the picture of their poor, dear 
grand papa, who is buried in Weſtmin- 
ſter Abbey. It witl, without doubt, make 
you laugh, when you are informed of their 
being ſo habituated to the honour of this 
circumſtance, that one of them has abſo- 
lutely refuſed to marry a very amiable 
man, for no other reaſon, but becauſe his 
father was not buried in a church: For he 
was a brave officer, and found his grave 
where he loſt his life, —in the field of 
battle. UE 

A4 & A lit- 
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A little further on, a very ſuperb mo- 
nument offers itſelf to our attention: —it 
perpetuates the memory of a man who 
made a very conſiderable figure in his 
day, and the ſtatue which forms a part of 
it, is a ſtriking reſemblance of him. His 
large fortune was like a plenteous foun- 
tain, whoſe various ſtreams were turned to 
every quarter where public benefit could 
be aided or adminiſtered by them. What 
hoſpital does not bear his name on its tab- 
lets: What contributions were ever pro- 
poſed, to which he did not preſent a ready 
ſubſcrĩ ption: What liſt of benefactions 
was ever publiſhed, in which his generous 
bounty was not diſtinguiſhed ?— Where 
was the artiſt of merit whom he did not 
encourage ?— And genius was never re- 
commended to his protection in vain. 


Nor was his taſte inferior to his bene- 
volence. His town-houſe was the temple 
of elegance, and his country-ſeat exhibited 
all the beauties that art and nature could 

com- 
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bine to produce — h e a ſplendid hoſ- 
pitality was to be found in both. His 
dreſs was the envy of faſhion, and his 
chariot rolled through the ſtreets, to arreſt, 
by its eclat, the attention of thoſe who be- 
held it. But this was not all ;—his poor 
neighbours bleſſed him as their benefactor, 
and ſome of them were daily fed from his 
table. I muſt, however, diſappoint your 
ſenſibility, by informing you, that this 
man's heart had not the leaſt concern in 
the buſineſs of his life. He knew nothing 
of tenderneſs or ſympathy. One ſole prin- 
ciple or paſſion, and a very powerful one 
it proved to him, governed all his actions, 
and that was o/fentation. He loved the 
homage,—the flattery, and the public at- 
tention which his conduct was ſo well 
calculated to acquire. He never viſited 
the ſecret corners of miſery, where hum- 
ble, bluſhing merit fits deſpondent, and 
dares not tell its forrows. The trumper, 
as it were, proclaimed his good deeds, and 
all the pride of the Phariſee accompanied 


A5 bis 
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his charitable offerings. The artiſt whom 
he rewarded, muſt ſound forth the praiſes 
of his protector ; and the man of genius 
muſt offer the fulſome dedication to his 
patron, in return for his patronifing favour. 
His hoſpitality may be traced to the ſame 
ſource, and all his varied elegance derived 
from the ſame origin. They who aſked 
favours of him in public, were ſeldom de- 
nied, —and they who ſought his kindneſs 
in private, as ſeldom obtained their wiſhes. 


© Such was the ſpirit of this ſingular 
man; and, ſtrange as it may appear, while 
it encouraged him in extravagance, it ſaved 
him from ruin. It had a two-fold object, 
preſent eclat and poſthumous honour ;— 
and the idea of leaving a large portion of 
his wealth to build a college that might 
perpetuate his name, prevented him from 
intruding upon that fortune which was to 
form a fund for ſuch an intereſting pur- 


poſe. 
4 cc The 
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« The ſtatue you now ſee was executed 
during his life, in order that the likeneſs 
might be better aſcertained, and was deſ- 
tined by its original, to occupy a veſti- 
bule of the building which was to crown 
his fame. But with all his care and at- 
tention to this object, his-poſthumous pro- 
ject was diſappointed by a legal deciſion. 
His heirs oppoſed the defign,— ſome par- 
ticular defect in the expreſſions of his will, 
were ſo interpreted, as to favour their 
claim, and the law confirmed it; ſo that 
the favourite object of this man's life, the 
thought of whoſe completion conſoled, in 
fome meaſure, his dying hours, was en- 
tirely defeated; and this ſtatue, which 
was to have been the ſubje& of claſſic 
orations, and to have received the grate- 
ful homage of eleemoſynary ſcience, will 
be ſuffered to moulder away in the niche 
of a ſepulchral monument, inſtead of gra- 
cing for ages, an emblematic pedeſtal 
beneath the ſtately dome of collegiate mag- 
nificence. 


A6 « Juſt 
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% Juſt beyond, is a monument of ſmall 
dimenſions, but elegant deſign, and whoſe 
only decorations are a maſk, a dagger and 
a wreath of laurel. Its inſcription informs 
the reader that an adjoining grave encloſes 
the remains of one of the moſt celebrated 
adreſſes of the Britiſh theatre. But the 
fine leſſons of virtue which ſhe was wont 
to repeat on the ſtage, did not influence 
her conduct off it. She -quitted her huſ- 
band at an early period of her life, and 
lived with another man to the cloſe of it. 
This circumſtance fo far prevailed over 
all her theatrical talents and perſonal ac- 
compliſhments, as to keep her at a diſtance 
from any ſociety but of her own profeſ- 
fion. Death, however, ſeems to level the 
moral as well as civil diſtinctions, and ſhe 
and now ſleeps undiſturbed, with Queens, 
Ducheſſes and Dames of Honour. 


« At the foct of that pyramidical mar- 


ble, with an extinguiſhed lamp on the top 
* lies an old maid of fortune and diſ- 


tinction. 
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tinction. It was her daily boaſt that ſhe 
had refuſed ſome of the firſt and hand- 
ſomeſt men in the kingdom ; being deter- 
mined to live independent of that tyrant 
monſter called an hutband. Other evils 
however, overtook her, and at the age of 
forty-five, ſhe was afflicted with a dropſy, 
which, according to the report of the time, 
ſhe caught of her groom of the chambers. 
At the end of nine months, the diſorder 
grew to ſuch an height, as to require ſur- 
gical aid; and this chaſte virgin abſolutely 
died under the operation. 


« An urn profuſely adorned with flow- 
ers, emblems of the tranſient pleaſures of 
life, marks the ſepulchre of one who was 
the victim of them. His father died when 
he was very young, and a mother's fooliſh 
indulgence encouraged him in all the ha- 
bits of ſelf- will, vanity and extravagance, 
till it was too late to deſtroy them. While 
he was a child, the ſervants had orders 
never to contradict him, and his precep- 

tor 
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tor was forbidden even to threaten any 
offence with puniſhment. At the univer- 
ſity he difdained all rule and reſtraint ; he 
dreſſed well, drank hard, kept his hunters, 
and gave a very promiſing proſpect of the 
part he would fill when he ſhould enter 
upon the theatre of the town. His fo- 
reign travels were productive of no im- 
provements but a ſmattering of French, 
the manners of a dancing-maſler, and a 
loſs of all the little principle he carried 
with him. 


On his return home, he commenced the 
character of a faſhionable debauchee.— 
His houſe became a ſcraglio of every claſs 
of proſtitutes ; he had an artful procureſs, 
conſtantly in his ſervice, and he employed 
his fortune, his time and his attentions, in 
varying the modes and inventing refine- 
ments of ſenſual pleaſure, His wealth was 
waſted in purchaſing them, and his con- 
ſtitution was ruined in the exceſſive enjoy- 
ment of them. At the age of thirty-one, 

he 
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he became the victim of h's follies; and 
having left a thouſand pounds to a club 
which he had himſelf inſtituted, the mem- 
bers of it very g-ncroufly voted a part of 
it to purchaſe him a crave in this diſtin- 
guithed repoſitory, and to erect a monu- 
ment to his memory, whoſe inſcription 
kind!y gives him every virtue he did not 
poſſeſs. 


« That rcclining figure ſupported by 
an angel, repreſents a character who may 
be ſaid, in ſome degree, to redeem the de- 
pravity of his worthleſs neighbour. He 
performed every private and public duty 
of life in a manner to gain the reſpect of 
men, and the applauſe of Heaven. He 
employed his underſtanding when he was 
young, to acquire that knowledge, and 
| poſſeſs himſelf of thoſe qualifications, 
which would give utility and grace to his 
more advanced life, 


« When he entered upon the theatre of 
the world, he conſidered that he had a 
part 
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part to act, which it became him to per- 


form with honour to himſelf and advan- 
tage to ſociety. He was a faithful huſ- 
band, a kind parent, a fincere friend, and 
an humane man. As a companion, he was 
chearful and inſtructive ; as a ſenator, firm 
and independent; as a magiltrate, juſt 
without ſeverity ; and as a Chriſtian, pious 
without oſtentation. His failings he had 
laboured to correct and conceal, - they 
were known only to himſelf, and that 
all- ſeeing Power who will paſs them over 
to reward his virtues. To their reward 
he is gone; and an only ſon, who followed 
him with inexpreſſible affliction to his tomb, 
commanded this monument to be erect- 
ed, for the purpoſe of recording thoſe vir- 
tues which it is the object of his life to 


* Immediately to the left of us, con- 
tinued the Demon, a vaſt expence of 
ſculpture, and a long ſtrain of inſcriptive 
compliment, has been thrown away upon 

the 
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the moſt arrant ſhrew that ever blaſted the 
happineſs of matrimonial life, and who 
died from breaking a blood veſſel, as ſhe 
was venting her paſſion againſt the beſt 
huſband in the world. That worthy man 
being aſked by one of his friends con- 
cerning the motives which had induced 
him to be fo ſplendid in decorating the 
grave of one who had ſo cruelly embit- 
tered his days, replied, without heſitation, 
© That it was the cuſtom of all civilized 
© nations to beſtow on their enemies, who 
fell in battle, the rites of an honourable 


* ſepulture.” 


© But this ſuperb monument,” ſaid 
Don Cleofas, ** in which all the ſkill of 
the chiſſel ſeems to have been exerted, has 
eſcaped your notice. From the coſtlineſs 
and variety of its decorations, ſome one, 
I ſhould ſuppoſe, of ſuperior rank or ex- 
cellence is interred beneath it.” * Your 
conjecture, my. good friend,” anſwered 
the Demon, is equally natural and er- 


roneous. 
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roneous. The object of all this uſcleſs 
parade was a low-born, ill-bred, and a 
very deſpicable character, who raiſed a 
conſiderable fortune by all the practices 
of legal villainy. Nor would his remains 
have been ſuffered to diſgrace the ſpot 
where they lic, had not his heir employed 
a ſculptor, who being a near relation to 
the wife of a Prebendary of the church, the 
lady prevailed on_ her huſband to obtain 
permiſſion to proſtitute this conſecrated 
place, in order that her couſin — 
ſecure a proſitable job. 


© The mitre, the croſier and an ex- 
panded volume on the adjoining tomb, 
denote the eccleſiaſtical rank of him who 
leeps bencath. He was raiſed, by a com- 
bination of fortunate circumſtances, from 
the loweſt claſs of prieſthood; to the high- 
eſt dignity of the church. But neither a 
ſenſe of his humble origin, nor the doc- 
trines of that religion it was his duty not 
only to teach but to practiſe, could preſerve 
| him 
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him from rendering his dignity odious by 
haughty deme mour, exterior pomp, and 
private avarice. .His character is divided 
between pride and meanneſs; and though 
the former might have been wounded at 
the reflection that one of his female rela- 
tions was a ſervant in a public charity, 
near the place of his reſidence, the latter 
would not ſuffer him to place her in a bet- 
ter and more honourable ſtation. They 
are, however, both gone where the diſ- 
tinctions of this world are at an end; and 
as the Biſhop cannot travel to Heaven in 
his coach and ſix, I am rather of opinion, 
that the poor neglected woman —Äd—u 
there before him. 


0 Juſt beyond the Biſhop, the remains 
of a well-known miſer are honoured with 
the mockery of a coſtly ſepulchre. The 
extravagance of his whole life, and it was 
a very long one, did not equal the expence 
of the marble which covers him. The 


COT. 
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cornucopias that adorn it, are not the em- 
blems of his character, but of the profuſion 
with which his wealth is now laviſhed 
away. The young man who was his heir, 
and erected this elegant memorial to his 
benefactor, is living in all the extrava- 
gance of faſhionable life, In a very ſhort 
time his cornucopia will be exhauſted 


Ihe blue ſtone in the pavement, with 
a coat of arms engraved on it, marks the 
burying place of a jovial younger bro- 
ther, of good family, whoſe frequent liba- 
tions to the God of Wine, haſtened his 
retreat from the world. He was uſed to 
juſtify his intemperance by the declaration, 
that whenever he went to bed ſober, he 
never failed to dream of the Devil: fo 
that the apprehenſion of this nocturnal 
viſion conſigned him, at an early period, 
to that place of repoſe where no dreams 
will infeſt his ſlumbers. 


« One 


* One might be diſpoſed to think that 
this vaſt diſplay of military trophies 
crowned the gate of an arſenal. They are, 
however, as you fee, appropriated to a 
different purpoſe, and adorn the tomb of a 
general officer in the Britiſh ſervice. The 

inſcription tells you that his regiment per- 

formed wonders in Germany, and that to 
its extraordinary exertions and unparalleled 
bravery, on a particular occaſion, a very 
complete victory was obtained for its coun- 
try. But it does not tell, that, while his 
regiment was fuffering extreme hardſhips 
abroad, he was living in great comfort at 
home on the pay of it. 


That urn, with a ſerpent twining 
round it, perpetuates the memory of a 
very celebrated phyſician. He practiſed, 
for many years, among the firſt people of 
this metropolis, with great ſucceſs and 
reputation ; his death, however, was occa- 
ſioned by a medicine which he preſcribed 
for himſelf : ſo that the line of the Latin 
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poet may be well applicd to this diſciple 
of MAſculapius: 


Non proſunt Domino, euz proſunt omnibus artes. 


* The tablet before us, adorned with a 
lyre, entwined with laurel, is ſacred to the 
memory of a man whoſe ſuperior talents 
qualified him for the higheſt ſtation, while 
the ſimplicity of his character and the 
| goodneſs of his heart, kept him in the 
| loweſt. Having been cheated out of a 
{mall patrimony, he was obliged to de- 
pend for ſupport by becoming a drudge of 
the preſs. But as his earnings were but 
little, and his improvidence great, he lived 
in a comparative ſtate of penury; and 
when ke died, did not leave ſufficient to 
procure him a decent burial : nor could 
one bookſeller be found of the many who 
had profited by his labours, to fave him 
from the diſgrace of a parochial interment. 
But the baſe inſenſibility of thoſe men who 
had gained by ſelling his works, was re- 
deemed by the pious benevolence of many 

2 who 
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who had received pleaſure from reading 
them. A gentleman of known humanity 
and learning, being informed of this ca- 
lamitous example of indigent genius, im- 
- mediately commenced a ſubſcription, 
which, in a few hours, was ſufficient to 
give to departed merit an honourable 
grave in this place; and to inſcribe a mar · 
ble with that name, which will live when 
the marble itſelf is mouldered into duſt. 


« At the foot of the oppoſite pillar, a 
ſmall ſtone, which is ſcarce diſtinguiſhable 
from the reft of the pavement, marks the 
grave of a man of good family, who re- 
ſtored an encumbered fortune by marrying 
the heireſs of a very wealthy merchant.— 
She had, indeed, qualities of a more laſting 
nature than riches, for they now ſupport 
her in poverty. Her huiband was ſenſible 
of her merit, and attached to her perſon ; 
but he loved play, and, in a few years, 
was entirely ruined. This amiable woman, 
however, who had foreſeen what might 


happen, 


: 
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happen, had contrived to economiſe about 
five thouſand pounds, and when he un- 
folded his ruined ſituation, ſhe told him 
of the little proviſion ſhe had made; and 
ſuggeſted that by turning all their move . 
ables into money, there was yet ſufficient 
to give comfort to retired life. He em- 
braced her with the moſt grateful affec- 
tion, promiſed to arrange matters for their 
immediate departure into the country, and 
received her little hoarded treaſure to depo- 
ſit at a banker's. He left her in comfort, 
and while ſhe looked forward with plea- 
ſure to that tranquillity which ſhe had 
never enjoyed in the faſhionable world, 
ſhe indulged herſelf with the hope, that 
being at a diſtance from the ſeductions of 
the town, the underſtanding and amiable 
qualities of her huſband would recover 
their tone,—and that they ſhould live hap- 
pier together beneath a wooded hill, in 
Devonſhire, than in Cavendiſh Square.— 
He had promiſed to come back imme- 


diately ; but dinner waited, and he did not 


return ; 
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return; ſupper was delayed, but he did 
not appear; midnight arrived, and he 
was ſtill abſent. The poor afflicted lady 
dreaded what ſhe thought the worſt, but 
worſe than that happened.— Inſtead of 
carrying the unexpected preſent his wite 
had made him to a place of ſecurity, the 
imprudent man went to the gam ing-houſe, 
with the mad hope of reſtoring his affairs 
by one ſucceſsful effort; — and that fail - 
ing, — he attempted to return home, — but 
deſpair met him on the way, and he died 
by his own hand. 


And is it poſſible that the remains of 

a ſuicide,” ſaid Don Cleofas, © is per- 
mitted in this country to moulder in con- 
ſecrated earth ?” „The law,” anſwered 
Aſmodeus, not only forbids ſuch an in- 
dulgence, but condemns the corpſe of the 
offender to be buried in the public way, 
and in the moſt ignominious manner. The 
Judge and Jury, however, who are ap- 
pointed on ſuch occaſions, contrive, in ge- 
Vol. IV. B neral, 
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neral, to ſatisfy their conſciences, by re- 
ſolving ſuch acts, eſpecially when they are 
committed by perſons of faſhion or for- 
tune, into the effects of lunacy; which 
being an affliction of God, cannot be con- 
ſtrued into a crime, and therefore, allows 
of honourable ſepulture. At the ſame 
time, it becomes me, in juſtice, to obſerve, 
that this evaſion of the law does not pro- 
ceed from any contempt of it, but a falſe 
notion of humanity that ſuperſedes it. 
This country is ſuppoſed, though, by the 
bye, very erroneouſly, to preſent more 
examples of ſuicide than any other 
but be that as it may, if a ſelf-murderer of 
high rank, ſhould, for once, be buried in 
the high-way, with all the diſgraceful cir- 
cumfſtances commanded by the law, the 
crime in queſtion would not, I believe, be 
heard of for ſome time to come. 


« On the other ſide of the ſame pillar, 
lies a gallant young officer, who ſhould 
have died, for his honour, in the field of 

battle, 
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battle, but he fell ingloriouſly in a duel, 
which aroſe from a diſpute in a common 


brothel, about a woman of the town. 


* That coronet which graces the centre 
of a pediment, ſupported by columns of 
coloured marble, informs us that ſome de- 
ceaſed perſon, of noble rank, claims the 
honour of the monument which it is de- 
ſigned to decorate. He received alſo a 
premature death from an ignoble hand. 


* He was a nobleman of antient name 
and large eſtate ;—on entering into life, he 
made a very wiſe reſolution to avoid the 
gaming table; and from a violent love of 
play, was, in a few years, obliged to put 
his eſtate to nurſe, and to allow himſelfno 
more than a fourth part of the revenues, 
*till it was freed from its oppreſſive incum- 
brances. His Lordſhip then formed ano- 
ther wiſe reſolution, which was to live 
with economy. to make the re-eſtabliſh- 
ment of his fortune the principal object of 

Bz his 
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his life, and, at all events, to preſerve his 
independence. But it ſo happened, that, 
in a very ſhort time, his embarraſſments 
were ſo increaſed, and his reſerved revenue 
ſo reduced, that he was glad to obtain an 
appointment to a profitable poſt under go- 
vernment. But his reſolutions were not 
always broken, for he had made one, which 
was never to ſuffer himſelf to be robbed on 
the high-way ; and that, at leaſt, he main- 
tained with a manly ſpirit; for after hav- 
ing killed two highwaymen, who ſtopped 
his chaiſe on Hounſlow-Heath, he was 
himſelf ſhot by a third. 


c Tn that baſſo relievo, continued the 
Demon, you muſt obſerve the figure of 
Liberty, with a lion couched by her ſide, 
and the Roman faſces, entwined with a 
civic wre ith, at her feet. Theſe emblems 
decorate the tomb of a man who made 
himſelf known by affecting the character 
of ſuperior patriotiim, 


6 He 
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He was born to a large fortune, and 
educated with all the advantages which his 
ſtation might be thought to demand. A 
public ſchool and the univerſity prepared 
him for foreign travel, and a tour, through 
the principal parts of Europe, fitted him 
for the worid. Among other excellent 
qualifications which he had acquired to 
grace his early career, he poſſeſſed a very 
{trong propenſity to play, and in the indul- 
gence of it, ſoon loaded, with no trifling 
incumbrance, the patrimeny which his an- 
ceſtors had left him. A fortunate marri- 
age, however, in ſome meaſure, reſtored 
his affairs, and a ſccond Hymen entirely 
relieved them ; when, happening to be bit 
by a mad politician, he commenced pa- 
triot, harangued in public, fomented op- 
poſition to miniſters in private, ſubſcribed 
liberally to the ſupport of all anti- mini- 
ſterial aſſociations, and announced his 
principles as founded on Roman virtue 
and Spartan ſimplicity. Nevertheleſs, 
this mirror of undefiled patriotiſm, was 

B 2 member 
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member of a gaming club, would play at 
whiſt for fifty pounds a corner, and ſuffer- 
ed his wife to roll about, a painted, fantaſtic 
figure, in the moſt gaudy vis-d· vis in town. 
A paralytic ſtroke put an end to his active 
exertions in the cauſe of freedom; but his 
widow ſtill continues a firm friend to every 
branch of civil liberty. 


© If beauty, —if innocence, if rare ta- 
lents and ſuperior knowledge, —if all the 
* winning graces of exterior manners, — if 
* all the accompliſhments of poliſhed life, 
© heightened by gentleneſs, humility and 
© benevolence, could have turned aſide the 
« dart of fate, this marble would not have 
© told Amelia's virtues, and forced the la- 
* menting ſigh from all who read its melan- 
* choly record of them.” 


“ Such is the inſcription which intereſts 
the ſympathetic paſſenger, as he looks on 
the beautiful monument immediately be- 


fore us. It has been lately erected to per- 
petuate 
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petuate the memory of a young lady, who 
died in the South of France, by a fond and 
doating father, who was ſo blinded by his 
alfection for this darling child, that he 
never ſuſpected the intrigue ſhe carried on 
with his valct de chambre, before ſhe was 
ſeventeen ; and that an improvident uſe of 


coſmetics, made him childleſs bcfore ſhe 
was twenty. | 


© That {ſmall oval of black marble, 
with a white eſcutcheon upon it, beneath 
the window, ſanctifies the memory of a 
virgin lady, whoſe brave contempt of 
death, might elevate her to rank with 
the moſt heroic of her ſex. 


© She was not, by any means, eminent 
for beauty, but was conſidered as the fineſt 
dancer of the time in which ſhe lived. — 
It is, therefore, almoſt ſuperfluous to add, 
that ſhe was extremely fond of that polite 
exerciſe, from whence ſhe derived ſuch 
univerſal admiration, But having re- 
B 4 ceived 
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ceived an hurt in her right ſoot, from 
treading on a nail, ſhe inflamed the wound 
to ſuch a degree, by dancing three ſuc- 
ceſſive nights, that a mortification took 
place, and the conſulting ſurgeons decla- 
red it to be their opinion, that nothing but 
an amputation of the limb could preſerve 
her life. On this alarming circumſtance 
being commun: cated to the lady, ſhe ſum- 
moned ſeveral of her neareſt relations and 
beſt friends to her bed · ſide; and with great 
calmneſs informed them, that as her prin- 
cipal conſequence and pleaſure in life had 
been derived from the uſe of both her legs, 
ſhe would much rather die than ſubmit to 
the loſs of one of them. This reſolution 
ſhe maintained in ſpite of every remon- 
ſtrance; and, in a ſhort time, that maſter 
of the ceremonies, called Death, con- 
ducted her to make one of his aſſembly 
in this place. 


The monument juſt beyond, which 
is enriched with all the various emblems 
of 
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of - juriſprudence, perpetuates the name of 
a man, who may, with great juſtice, be 
conſidered as a phœnomenon of his age and 
country ; for it is an abſolute fact, that he 
practiſed the law near forty years, and clo- 
ſed his life in his perfect mind, and with an 
untroubled conſcience.” * His remains,” 
anſwered Don Cleofas, © may be with 
great propriety depoſited in this place :— 
But the monument which relates his vir- 
tues, and incites poſterity to follow his ex- 
ample, ſhould have been erected in Weſt- 
minſter - Hall, inſtead of Weſtminſter- 


Abbey.” 


« Your obſervation,” replied the De- 
mon, * is equally ſhrewd and juſt; but I 
ſhould ſuppoſe that you are, by this time, 
completely fatisfied, if not fatigued, with 
your viſit to the tombs. I will, therefore, 
Juſt give you a glimpſe of the ghoſts which 
occupy ſome of them, and we will then pro- 
ceed to renew our obſervations in the living 
world.“ He had no ſooner ſpoken, than 

B 5 Don 
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Don Cleofas beheld, though not without 
ſome alarm, a great number of phantoms 
clad in the apparel of death, and wandering 
about the different parts of the church. 


« I obſerve,” ſaid the Count, © a ghoſt, 
as I ſhould imagine, of ſome one, who 
when he bid adieu to life, left ſome exalted 
ſtation in it. He ſtill preſerves an air of 
ſuperior dignity, and is regarding with 
profound attention, a ſuperb monument, 
which I ſhould judge, from its coſtly mag- 
nificence, to have been erected rather as a 

memorial of ſome great national event, 
than as a tribute of honour to any parti- 
cular individual, however diſtinguiſhed by 
rank or fortune.” *© Your conjectures,” 
anſwered Aſmodeus, ** are perfectly well 
directed. That is the ghoſt of one of the 
greateſt men who ever appeared on the 
theatre of the world. He was, for ſome 
time, the miniſter of this country ; and, 
during his adminiſtration, by the exertion 
of his ſuperior talents, and, without devi- 

ang, 
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ating, for a moment, from the exalted 
courſe of patriotic integrity which he had 
marked out for himſelf, he raiſed the Bri- 
tiſh name to an height of glory, which 
dimmed the ſplendour of the brighteſt pe- 
riods of the world. 


ce But the baſe ambition of inferior 
men, who could not brook the inflexible 
ſuperiority of his character, aided by the 
powers of faction, party and corruption, 
forced him, as it were, from the helm, and 
endeavoured to cloud the luſtre of his great 
name, when he withdrew indignant to 
that retirement in which he cloſed his ve. 
nerable life. On his death, the repreſen- 
tative wiſdom of the nation voted his re- 
mains a public burial, among its kings 
in this place, and erected that ſuperb mo- 
nument to his memory, as a magnificent 
memorial of its gratitude tor the ſervices 
he had done, and the glory he had acqui- 
red for his countrys That monument he 
now contemplates, — and derives from 


B 5 thence 
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thence the conſolation - of his preſent 
ſtate.” 


ce But J ſee a little phantom,” ſaid the 
Count, buſtling about from one part 
of the church to the other, and occa- 
ſionally addreſſing himſelf to ſome one 
or other of his brother ſpirits.“ 


That is,” anſwered Aſmodeus, © the 
ghoſt of a comedian, and the moſt ce- 
lebrated actor that ever appeared on 
the Britiſh ſtage. His profeſſional merit 
was very tranſcendant; and his vanity 
kept pace with it. Nay, that paſſion, 
if I may uſe a bold metaphor, continues 
to live with him in death; and, at the 
ſeaſon when departed ſouls are permitted 
to communicate with each other, his ſole 
employment is to enquire of the newly ar- 
rived ghoſts, if they can inform him when 
the monument will be finiſhed that is to 
de erected to his memory. 


« That 
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© That huge ſpectre, whoſe air and gait 
mark no common difcompoſure, was a 
coloſſus of human literature, whoſe ta- 
lents and writings have ranked him among 
the firſt names of his country, But he 
has juſt been informed, that a lady, at 
whoſe houſe he was for many years a fre- 
quent gueſt, has, from a moſt unpardon- 
able vanity, written and publiſhed me- 
moirs of her triend; in which ſhe de- 
ſcribes him as @ monfler of abſurdity, in 
order to prove that he was, according to 


her own expreſſion, tbe fir/# of periſhable 
beiugs. 


The ghoſt who is looking with fo 
much attention at his own monument 
near the door, was a very ſad fellow in 
his day; and as he reads the laboured eu- 
logium of thoſe virtues which he never 
poſſeſſed, he ſhakes his head, and ſays to 
himſelf, © What liars theſe tomb-ſtones 
© are? 


There 
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© There is another Spirit,” ſaid Don 
Cleofas, ** who ſeems to be actuated by 
fimilar ſentiments; for he looks up to 2 
very elegant monument in a manner as 
if the object does not afford him any par- 
ticular ſatisfa&tion.” © It was, neverthe- 
leſs,” anſwered Aſmodeus, * erefted to do 
him honour. He was an author of great 
merit ; but, from an habitual inattention 
to the common affairs of life, he ſuffered 
the various viciſſitudes of it, and died from 
an intemperate indulgence of extreme 
hunger. His preſent melancholy opinion 
is, that, if his friends and admirers had 
given him the money when alive, which 
they have expended upon his tomb, he 
ſhould, at this time, have been a living 
ſubſtance, inſtead of a departed ſhade.” 


« But I ſee three ghoſts,” ſaid the 
Count, who ſeem to be holding a 
mournful conference together, beneath the 
arch to the left of us.” They are, an- 
ſwered the Demon, the ſucceſſive huſ- 


bands 
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bands of the ſame woman, who made no 
diſtinction between them, but behaved with 
equal duty, affection and tenderneſs to them 
all. She abſolutely broke the hearts of 
the firſt and ſecond; and the third, hurry- 
ing from his chamber in the dark, to avoid 
the tempeſt of her tongue, fell down ſtairs, 
and broke his neck. They are now mu- 
tually expreſſing their hopes, that when 
the amiable woman dies, ſhe may not be 
buried in this church: They are afraid of 
her even in the grave. 


* That phantom which appears to be 
watching the door, is influenced by a very 
different ſentiment. He has not been long 
an inhabitant of this place; and, during 
his laſt illneſs, his beautiful young wife 
attended him with ſuch affectionate care, 
and ſeemed to be ſo extremely grieved at his 
approaching fate, that every one who ſaw 
her, apprehended the truth of her own 
frequent declaration, — that ſhe ſhould not 
long ſurvive an huſband ſhe adored, and 

whole 
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whoſe latt moments were at once ſoothed 
and diſtreſſtd by that idea. He has, 
therefore, been continually expecting the 
arrival of her ſhade; but his expectations 
will not be quickly ſatisſied: Like the 
Da ne of Epheſus, ſne has already found a 
ccniolatlon tor his loſs in the arms of ano- 
ther huſband. 


&« And now,” added the Demon, © we 
will take our leave of theſe thadowy inha- 
bitants of the tomb, and return to chat 
buſy ſcene of life which, after all, is little 
more than the road to it,” 


CHAP. 
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CH AF. ATV» 


The DEVIL up: Two STicks and Don 
CLEOFAs vit ſeveral of the faſhionable 
Morning Lounges, Cc. Ec. 


A they entered the Park, they ſaw an 
old man, in a red coat, of a very ſin- 
gular phyſiogonomy, looking from a win- 
dow. That perſon,” ſaid the Demon, 
c is well worth your attention; and as we 
paſs, I would recommend you to caſt a 
glimpſe of obſervation towards him. He 
has been the cauſe of a great deal of po- 
pular buſtle and confuſion in his day. 


* Without any real virtue, —nay, with 

a character notorious for profligacy,— 
with abilities, which acquired reputation 
rather 
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rather from the daring manner in which 
they were employed, than from their own 
ſtrength; and at a time when he had diſ- 
ſipated his fortune and was loaded with 
debts, —he raiſed himſelf into importance 
by his political writings againſt an unpo- 
pular miniſter ; and the violent proſecu- 
tion which he ſuffered, as the author of 
them, made him the moſt popular man in 
the kingdom. The whole ſtrength of mi- 
niſterial power was exerted againſt him; 
and though he felt the vengeance of the 
law, he was conſoled by the regard of the 


people, and after a long COUTIC of diſiculꝭj 
and obſtruction, obtained the final victory. 
Nay, he had conducted himſelf with ſo 
much art and underſtanding, as to per- 
ſuade a great part of the people that their 
welfare was connected with his welfare; 
and, that their liberty depended on his li- 
berty. His debts, therefore, to a conſi- 
derable amount, were paid by public ſub- 
{ſcription he was returned to Parliament 
by great majorities; and roſe through the 

quick- 
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quickened gradations of inferior office, to 
the chief magiſtracy of the metropolis. 


“ But when this ſtrange fury of the 
people began to ſubſide, and their reaſon 
recovered its uſual ſtate of tranquil reflec- 
tion, the idol appeared no longer worthy 
of the idolatry ;—the maſk of patriotiſin 
no longer hid the lurking form of ſelf- 
intereſt, and he was making faſt into neg- 
le& and poverty, when the death of his 
parliamentary colleague occaſioned ſome 
popular circumſtances, which brought 
him, for a moment, to ſomething of his 
former importance ; and he did not fail 
to employ the fortunate occaſion for his 
advantage. A popular lucrative office at 
this time became ' vacant, which he was 
elected to fill; and as he executes its du- 
ties with attention and fidelity, he will, 
probably, enjoy it to the end of his days. 
They, indeed, are now drawing nigh to a 
period that his enterpriſing ſpirit and won- 

derful 
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derſul fertility of refource will not ena- 
ble lum to protract. 


* Though maakind have long known 
the ſecret of his character, yet, as he has 
been the inſiri ment of ſome public good, 
and has, at times, ſulkred ſeverely for 
the cauſe which he eſpouſed, they, in 
general, conſider him with a kind of 
friendly complacency, and are rather diſ- 
poſed to promote, than oppoſe the preſent 
ſupport of his declining life. While he, 
houſed as it were from the ſtorm, regards 
the people whom he has duped, with ſen- 
timents of gratitude, rather than thoſe of 
contempt. At the fame time, he beholds 
nothing, on a review of his life, which 
can beget a momentary wiſh in his breaſt, 
that when the curtain drops, the drama may 
not be concluded for ever. Having lived 
without any very ſtrong propenſity to be- 
lieve that there is a God in this world, 
the wor:hy gentleman is, by no means, 

inclined 
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inclined to ſuppuſe, that there is a Devil 
in the next. 


On that queſtion,” ſaid the Count, 
& I ſhall not attempt to ſpeculate: —My 
attention is, at prelent, better engaged; 
and I ſhall requeit you to ſatisfy it, by 
informing me concerning the three gentle- 
men who are ſauntering towards us, and 
whole ſtars and ribbons proclaim their ſu- 
perior rank and diſtinction.“ 


& They are,” anſwered Aſmodeus, * a 
trio of very amiable noblemen, who occu- 
py poſts of honour about the perſon of the 
King. There muſt be men for all ſta- 
tions,— miniſters to conduct the public 
affairs, —divines to rule the church, — 
ſoldiers and ſailors, —lawyers and phyſi- 
Clans, — Citizens and courtiers : theſe 
Lords are fortunately of the latter deno- 
mination, and do honour to their employ» 
ments. Indeed, their brains are formed for 
no better purpoſe than to evaporate in the 


Chit- 


46 DEVIL UPON TWO STICKS 


chit=chat of a levec, or the ceremonies of 
a drawing-room. 


& The converſation of the two perſons 
ſtanding between the trees, to the right of 
us,“ ſaid the Demon, * is of a very ſingu- 
lar nature. It is a noble Lord and his 
ſon, who are forming a little domeſtic ar- 
rangement, that maniteſts the very pleaſant, 
unreſtrained manner in which theſe near 
relations live together. You muſt know 
then, that they are, both of them, fond of 
the ſame woman; and they are now actu- 
ally engaged in ſettling the nights of their 
reſpective viſits to her, that they may, in 
future, have no apprehenſions of any auk- 
ward interruption from each other.“ 


* Do you ſee a tall lady juſt before us,” 
{aid Aſmodeus, © with a fry of children 
about her?” © Moſt certainly I do,” 
anſwered the Count; «© ſome happy mother 
I ſuppoſe, who is at once giving exerciſe, 
health and pleaſure to her charming little 

family.” 
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family.” © She may be a mother in good 
time,” replied Aſmodeus ; but at pre- 
ſent the lady is a pure, and to ſay the truth, 
almoſt a ſtale virgin: Nay ſhe is, at this 
moment, making love with all her might. 
As you ſee no young man or indeed any 
thing like a man, within reach of her, you 
may not very readily conceive the practi- 
cability of the buſineſs ; but though none 
of the children are Cupids, they actually 
ſerve the purpoſe, at preſent, of the little 
God of ſoft deſire. 


« I muſt inform you then, that this 
lady is of a noble family, and has been 
employed in the ſervice of the Court, from 
whence ſhe derives an handſome penſion, 
and where ſhe is ſuppoſed to poſſeſs ſome 
degree of confidential regard. Now, as 
her ladyſhip is advancing rather haſtily 
toward the middle ſtage of life; and as 
it has been a growing opinion with her, 
that there is no real comfort but ſuch as 
proceeds from an happy matrimonial eſta- 
bliſh. 


— 
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bliſhment,—ſhe has, of late, turned her 
thoughts, with more than uſual anxiety, to 
that important object. Accordingly, un- 
der the influence of this encreaſing propen- 
ſity, ſhe has taken it into her head that a 
worthy and wealthy Earl, who is the 
widowed father of theſe children, would 
make her a moſt excellent huſband; and 
ſhe is now employing all her arts, to put 
it into his head, that ſhe would make him 
a moſt excellent wife. For this purpoſe, 
but under the pretext of her having been 
the friend of their late mother, —ſhe daily 
ſends for the younger part of his family, 
whom ſhe careſſes, inſtructs, and, in a great 
meaſure, governs. In ſhort, from the 
manner in which ſhe conducts herſelf 
towards them, ſhe appears to poſleſs 
ſo large a ſhare of the maternal virtues, 
that the father of the children, according 
to her original wiſh, will ſhortly take it 
into his head to make her the mother of 
them.“ 


«© But 
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& But with what cruel violence,” ex- 
claimed Don Cleofas, © has that poor 
gentleman been juſt thrown from his 
horſe!” © Ir is a very ſevere fall indeed,” 
ſaid the Demon; but with all your ten- 
derneſs of diſpoſition, I have my doubts, 
when you come to know the real cauſe of 
this diſaſter, whether you will be very 
much diſpoſed to pity him.“ Misfor- 
tunes,” replied the Count, © be they what 
they may,—and from whatever ſource 
they may procced, have a natural claim to 
the feelings of humanity.” Though I 
do not perfectly agree with my friend,” 
{aud Aſmodeus, I ſhall not diſpute with 
him on the ſubject, but relate the ſingular, 
and, in my mind, the ridiculous cauſe of 
that misfortune which has happened in our 
ſight, 


© The unfortunate gentleman who has 
juſt been diſmounted in ſuch a diſagree- 
able manner, from his palfrey, is a very 
worthy man of fortune, who is bleſſed by 
Vol. IV. C nature 
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nature with an admirable conſtitution, 
which a ſtrange infatuation that poſſeſſes 
him, has long been end cavouring to de- 
ſtroy; not, indeed, by intemperance in 
wine or women, nor from ſtudy or haz ard- 
ous exerciſes, but, which you will ſcarce 
believe, from a rage of taking phyſic.— 
Altho'his health is without a demand upon 
the apothecary's ſhop, all his actions are, 
more or leſs, influenced by a medicinal 
regimen which is now become the rule 
of his life. He empties a certain nurn- 
ber of phials every day at ſtated periods, 
and on the regularity of theſe medicinal 
meals, for they deſerve no better name, 
all his comforts and enjoyments depend.— 
Any little irregularity in taking his allotted 
draught, w:il afflict him with no com- 
mon vexation ; but if from any firange 
combination of events, there ſhould be an 
accidental omiſſion of it, nothing can re- 
medy the ſevere misfortune, but the bleſ- 
ed aſſiſtance of a conſultation of phy ſicians. 


Some 
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& Some very ridiculous circumſtances 
have happened to him from this ſtrange 
propenſity to drugs ; and, for your amule- 
ment, I will relate three or four of them. 


He once paid his addreſſes to a very 
handſome young woman, and matters were 
ſo far arranged between them, that the 
writings were almoſt compleated ; when, 
one fine morning, he put an end to the 
buſineſs, in a moſt violent rage, becauſe 
the lady told him, that he ſmelt like an 
apothecary's ſhop. —He was obliged, not 
many months ago, to pay a conſiderable 
ſum, in order to huſh a proſecution which 
had been commenced againſt him, by an 
apothecary's apprentice, whom he had 
beaten in a very unmerciful manner, for 
having, by miſtake, tied the labels of the 
morning draughts, on the phials which 
contained his evening medicine. 


© Indeed, ſuch is his thirſt after what 
is the general averſion of mankind, that 
C 2 he 
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he cannot reſiſt the temptation of taking 
medicine of any kind, which he may oc- 
caſionally meet with. Hence it is, that he is 
conſtant viſitor to his indiſpoſed and fick 
friends; and as others frequently viſit peo- 
ple for the ſake of their dinners or their 
wine, he goes to lee his acquaintance for 
the ſake of their phyſic. During the laſt 
winter, however, in one of his luxurious 
attendances in a ſick chamber, he was 
thought to have taken his laſt draught. — 
He could not reſiſt the temptation of a 
medicine he ſaw on a table, by the bed- 
ſide of a gentleman, who was cruclly at- 
flicted with the ſtone ; and, unluckily, it 
proved a very ſtrong doſe of laudanum, 
from whoſe narcotic effects he was with 
difficulty recovered. 


© Nor is this all: He ſpeaks of me- 
dicinal compounds with the air, and in 
the tone of ſcience. Nor will you hear a 
profeſſed connoiſſeur talk with more im- 
portance, affectation, or delight of the 
fine 

1 
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fine arts, than he does of the various me- 
rits of Galenical compoſitions. In a tour 
he made, during the laſt ſummer, his 
travelling medicinal cheſt being exhauſted, 
he was obliged to have recourſe to the apo- 
thecary of a provincial town, whoſe me- 
dicines gave him ſuch entire ſatisfaction, 
that he made him a preſent of a bank-note, 
on account of his ſuperior taſte and genius 
in medical chemiſtry, 


4 On his return from this morning's 
ride, the Horſe-Guards clock informed 
him, that it was ten minutes after the regu- 
lated time for his noon-tide draught. He, 
therefore, forced his horſe into unuſual 
ſpeed, and the conſequence of his haſte 
has been the accident which we have jult 
witneſſed. In order to hurry home, for 
the purpoſe of taking medicine which he 
did not want, he has received a ſhock, 
which will render the application of it 
abſolutely neceſſary for ſeveral months to 
come. He has, however, this conſolation, 

C3 that 
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that his phyſic will now, at leaſt, be of 
ſome ſervice to him.” 


* When he dies,” ſaid Don Cleofas, 
ſmiling, © the apothecaries, I truſt, will 
ere&t, a monument to ſuch a rare bene- 
factor, But here are objects more at- 
tractive; and I cannot pals by that charm- 
ing little woman in a blue bonnet, wich- 
out a partial obſervation. Beſides, ſhe 
is not content with diſcovering one of the 
lovelieſt faces I ever ſaw, but has arranged 
her lower garments in ſuch a manner, as 
to diſplay a foot and ancle of the moſt al- 
luring proportions.” 


« She is,” anſwered the Demon, © an 
unhappy female, who, like many of her 
ſex, has experienced that beauty, which is 
ſuch a general object of defire and envy, 
may, ſometimes, prove to be a very great 
misfortune indeed, to thoſe who poſſeſs 
it,—She is of a very good family—ran 
away with a young officer when ſhe was 

fix- 
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fixteen, and having lived fix months hap- 
pily, and four years miſerably with him, 
he took an opportunity of go.ng to the 
Eaſt-Indies, and died during the voyage. 
As he left her without ſupport, ſhe was 
obliged to return to her mother, who had 
retired to live on a ſraall- jointure, in a 
diſtant part of the k'ngom, 


« While this lady lived with her huſ- 
band in all the gaiety of the metropolis, 
ſhe attracted the notice, and inflamed the 
deſires of a nobleman, notorious for his 
libidinous paſſtons, and the diſgraceful 
manner in which he indulges them.— 
While, however, the huſband was preſear, 
his Lordſhip's prudence, cr, perhaps, his 
fears, kept him back from forming any 
plan to ſeduce this lovely objeft of his 
brutal habits; but no ſooner was he in- 
formed that ſhe had taken refuge in a 
maternal roof, than he contrived a project 
to ſeduce her from thence; and a woman 
whom he ſupported, for ſimilar purpoſes, 


C4 was 
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was the ſhameleſs agent of the infernal de- 
ſign. 


© For this purpoſe, ſhe was furniſhed 
with all the requiſite exterior of a widow 
of genteel fortune, and ſent down in that 
fictitious character, to the town in Wales, 
where the young lady and her mother re- 
ſided: On her arrival ſhe took the beſt 
apartments the place afforded, ſoon con- 
trived to introduce herlelf to their ac- 
quaintance, and by the particular atten- 
tions ſhe paid, and the kindneſs ſne 
ſhewed them, won ſo far upon their re- 
gard, as to become their inſeparable com- 
panion and boſom friend. Fabricated let- 
ters were expreſsly written from London; 
and every other art employed to ſupporr 
her importance, and give this infamous 
pander of her profligate maſter, the ap- 
pearance of every thing ſhe was not. 


After remaining a tew months in the 
country, the time approached when ſhe 
muſt 


IN ENGLAND. 57 


muſt return to town. It was now become 
a very ealy matter to perſuade the young 
lady to accompany her to paſs the winter 
in London,—nor did it prove a matter of 
any great difficulty to gain the mother's 
conſent to ſuch an arrangement. Accord- 
ingly, they ſet out for the capital, and du- 
ring the journey, the thoughtleſs victim 
was prepared for the ſacrifice, by the art- 
fal converſation, and inſidious manceuvres 
of the beldame who conducted her. 


© On their ariival in town, they pro- 
ceeded to the pretended houte of this wo- 
man's broclicr, who was a partner in the 
contrivance, and which was nothing better 
than a notorious brothel. For prudential 
rcaſons, and under ſome ready pretence, 
that place was immediately exchanged for 
lodgings, and there his impatient Lordſhip 
was firit introduced, as the moſt amiable 
of men, to this devoted beauty. The bu- 
ſineſs, however, was not fo eaſily com- 
pleated as he had been made to expett ; 
* and 
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and it was not till after a ſucceſſion of ar- 
tifice had been employed, which a Devil 
of honour like myſelf cannot think of 
without abhorrence, that ſhe could be per- 
ſuaded to ſubmit herſelf to his deſires. 


But this noble ſeducer is mean in 
the indulgence of his leading paſſions, and 
a very niggard even in purchafing his fa- 
vourite pleaſures. He had already ex- 
pended a ſum of money which he had never 
before riſqued on a fimilar occaſion, to 
bring this unhappy woman to his arms 
and when he found reluctance in her em- 
braces, and heard repentance in her ſighs, 
he curſed his extravagant bargain, and left 
her for thoſe willing and uncoſtly proſti- 
tutes, which are better adapted to the pe- 
nurious principles of his ſeraglio. Nor 
was it till after a long ſeries of application 
in every form, and till ſhe was reduced to 
ſomething like extreme diſtreſs, that he 
feat her a ſupply ſcarce ſufficient to pay 


the 
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the expences of a common conveyance to 
her mother in Wales. But the manner in 
which ſhe returned, and the circumſtances 
that had taken place tince her de,zirture, 
produced ſuch a change in the old lady's 
conduct towards her, that ſhe could not 
ſupport a life in which no hour paſt with- 
out mortification and reproach; and ſhe 
accordingly took the advice of a young 
_ gentleman in the neighbourhood, to ac- 
company him to the metropolis. She has 
ſiace ſuffered much of that diſtreſs which, 
at ſome time or other, is ſure to wait upon 
frail and unprotected beauty; and it is but 
very lately that ſhe has been able to raiſe 
her head above the moſt affli ing ſtare of * 
wretchedneſs and want, —Art preſent, how- 
ever, ine is engaged in an employment that 
gives her bread, and in whict her indufry 
enables her to ſupport herfcif, without 
having recourſe to thote wretched compli» 
ances, which form the loweſt ebb of female 
misfortune.” | 


C6 | 4 RBeau- 
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cc Beauty, I muſt own,“ ſaid Don Cleo- 
fas, has ſuch a powerful effect upon me, 
that I verily believe, there is no crime, 
however heinous, that would poſſeſs the 
power of extinguiſhing my pity for it.— 
But in ſuch an example of female diſtreſs, 
as you have juſt related, the want of com- 
miſeration would be a diſhonour as great, 
in my opinion, as that which demands ir. 
IT muſt, however, beg of you to inform me, 
what kind of reception you will give to 
this unprincipled and unfeeling brute of a 
Lord, when Death conſigns him to the 
clutches of your maſter.” 


ce It is not for me,” anſwered the De- 
mon, © to unfold the ſecrets of our infernal 
kingdom: but as my obligations to you 
are of a nature that require every poſſible 
return, I will contrive hereafter, by ſome 
means or other, to give you a peep into 
the government. policy, and preſent ſtate 
of the kingdum of Darkneſs. For the 
preſent, however, I lhall obſerve, that this 
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object of your merited deteſtation, when 
he quits the titles, riches and pleaſures of 
this world, will be conſigned to more than 
the ſufſerings of Tantalas, unleſs a ſe- 
vere and undiſſembled contrition ſhould 
procure his pardon. Though how is it 
poſſible to ſuppoſe that the pure ſenti- 
ments of genuine repentance, can ever 


animate his corrupt, depraved and flinty 
heart.” 


« Put what ſcene of feſtivity,” ſaid 
Don Cleofas, © is going forwards in that 
houſe to the right of us. I ſee at the win- 


dow a groupe of very elegant figures, who 


would not, I ſuppoſe, be fo gaily arrayed 
at this early hour of the day, if they 
were not aſſembled for ſome particular 


ogcaſion, the nature of which I muſt beg 
you to explain to me.“ 


« It is a ſcene,” anſwered Aſmodeus, 
* of no conimon diſplay, and no com- 
mon confuſion.— It was intended to pro- 


duce 
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duce a wedding; but the banquet pre- 
pared for hymeneal joy, will prove the 
feaſt of anger and diſappointment, —A 
daughter of the nobleman who lives in 
that houſe was this very morning to have 
been married to a young lord of the ſiſter 
kingdom :— Every ſuitable preparation 
was made for the occaſion ;—the bride 
was bluſhing with expectation ;—the at- 
tending maidens had ſtrewed the altar 
with flowers,—the prieſt was ready, and 
nothing remained to complete the cere- 
mony but the preſence of the bridegroom, 
He, however, did not make his appear- 
ance, —and his delay, though it was at 
firſt treated with pleaſantry, after frequent 
meſſages had been ſent to him, and no 
anſwer whatever returned, aſſumed a very 
ſerious aſpect. —Afrer ſorne conſideration, 
the father of the young lady went himſelf 
to his I ordihip's houſe— gained adimit- 
tance, in ſpite of all denial, —and, forcing 
his way into the bed chamber, where this 
filly young man was confined to his bed, 

inſiſted 
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inſiſted, with a very proper ſpirit, and in 
a very peremptory manner, to know the 
reaſon of his Lordſhip's extraordinary 
conduct :—When he was informed by a 
furgeon, that it would be a confiderable 
time before he could pronounce his pati- 
ent to be in a fit ſtate to become a married 
man. The confuſion which muſt na- 
turally reſult from ſuch a ſtrange and in- 
decent, as well as cruel behaviour, may be 
readily conceived ;—and a council-board 
has juſt been held by the company, 
who were aſſembled to grace the occa- 
fion ; which has ended in a reſolution, 
to keep the matter as ſecret as poſſi- 
ble,—to invent ſome plauſible reaſon to 
fatisfy public enquiry, and to wait with 
patience, till the afflicted lover is in a ſtate 
to make amends for his preſent offence, 
by fulfilling the engagements he has this 
day broken. 


« But is it poſſible,” exclaimed the 
Count, chat either che lady or her fa- 
mily 
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mily, can tamely ſubmit to an inſult of 
ſuch a mortifying nature, and which might 
have been fo eaſily avoided ?”— ** The 
match is too good a one,” replied Aſmo- 
deus, “to be rejected by people, who 
know the world, for ſuch a trifle. The 
young lady, indeed, certainly feels that 
kind of injury, which every other woman 
would feel in her ſituation ; but ihe will 
ſtay, at leaſt, till ſhe is married, before 
ſhe executes her vengeance—and you may 
be aſſured that ſhe will then return the very 
little ceremony of her lover to-day, by 
treating him without any ceremony at all, 
during the reſt of his life. 


* And here,” ſaid Don Cleofas, as they 
entered Pall Mall, © we are got once more 
into the buſy throng ;”"—* Of which, how- 
ever,” obſerved Aſmodeus, “we ſhall take 
no very particular notice; as other matters, 
of more novelty are preparing for our at- 
tention, —T hat gentleman, who is now 
deſcending from his carriage, at the pa- 

lace- 
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lace-gate, has ſome claim, indeed, to a 
moinentary regard. He is poſſeſſed of 
knowledge, talcnts, experience, judge- 
ment, induſtry, and integrity; all of which 
he employs in diſcharging the duties of a 
conſiderable poſt he holds under govern- 
ment—” © And which his ſuperior qua- 
lifications,” ſaid Don Cleotas, “ will un- 
doubtedly continue to him——” © Juſt 
ſo long, interrupted the Demon, * as 
the Miniſter ſtands in need of them.“ 


& That lady in the coach,” ſaid the 
Count, which has juſt paſſed us, lets 
down the curtain in ſo much haſte, and 
with ſuch a look of apprehenſion, that I 
am diſpoſed to think ſhe has the gift of 
diſcovering a Devil in diſguiſe.” * By 
no means,” anſwered the Demon; Lou 
entirely miſtake the cauſe of her precau- 
tion. She is ſomething of a fiftieth cou- 
ſin to a Scotch Peer,—is married to a 
worthy man, who made a large fortune in 
the Eaſt Indies ;—and never fails, when 

her 
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her viſits, &c. call her into this fireet, to 
let down the blinds of her carriage, that 
her pride may not be mortified by the 
ſight of a coftee-houſe, which was former- 
ly kept by her huſband's father. 

« The good lady is going, where we 
ſhall follow her, to an auction of the ſu- 
perb houſehold-furniture of a nobleman, 
whoſe ſplendid manner of living, during 
four ſhort winters, in this metropolis, 
ovliges him to have recourſe to the co- 
nomiſing privacy of a provincial town on 
the Continent. He is a filly young man, 
and his mother, who rather ſuſpected his 
weakneſs, got a wife for him, from the 
moſt ſaving, and ceconomical family in 
the kingdom; on the expectation that a 
young woman, who had been brought up 
in all the rigour of what is called worldly 
wiſdom, would controul, or, at leaſt, 
correct, the extravagant diſpoſitions of 
her ſon. The plan was well conceived, 
but not duely conſidered; and, conſe- 

quently, 
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quently, proved unſucceſsful. — The lady 
had been educated in the vice, and not the 
virtue of prudence;—her life had hitherto 
paſſed without the uſual pleaſures of her age 
and ſtation, becauſe it would coſt money 
to procure them. Though the davghter 
of a Peer of the realm, of great wealth, 
ſhe had never been miſtreſs of a dreſs en- 
tirely new, till ſhe was fitting out for 
marriage, A place at Court had made 
ſome ſort of finery requifite to her mo- 
ther, which deſcended, in regular ſucceſ- 
fion, to all her daughters; and formed 
the only ſource of their perſonal decora- 
tions. She had, therefore, too ſeverely 
felt the inconvenience and miſery of ſuch 
domeſtic arrangements as a daughter, to 
make them an example for her conduct, 
when ſhe became a wife ;—ſo that when 
ſhe was emancipated from the diſcipline of 
her ſingle ſtate, ſhe hurried to the unre- 
flecting enjoyment of all thoſe pleaſures of 
which ſhe had as yet only heard the name ; 
and, like a perſon in the extremity of hunger, 

placed 
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placed at a plentiful table, ſhe gorged 
herſelf, as it were, with every kind of 
elegant profuſion. Inſtead, therefore, of 
correcting her Lord's extravagant and 
thoughtleſs diſpoſition, ſhe joined moſt 
heartily with him in that expenſive career 
of faſhionable life, which has brought 
them to their preſent ſtate of difficulty and 
embarraſſinent. 


The firſt painful exertion of ceconomy, 
which their circumſtances required was to 
bid adieu to the ſuperb manſion, which 
they inhabited, and to conſign all its inte- 
rior ſplendor to the ſtroke of the hammer. 
— The great number of coaches aſſembled 
before us, mark the place of ſale; and it 
is not to the honour of the human heart, 
that ſo many of thoſe who partook of the 
various fplendid ſcenes of feſtal pleaſure, 
for which this houſe has been diſtinguiſh- 
ed, ſhould now viſit it, for no other pur- 
poſe than to behold, with a ſecret triumph, 

the 
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the wreck of that fortune, whoſe coſtly 
feſtivities they had been ſo proud to ſhare. 


Here,“ continu:d Aſmodeus, as they 
entered the priacipal apartment, © here is 
food for philolophy, even to ſatiety, —It 
the glutton is repreſented as doing no- 
thing more, by his dainty living, than 
pampering his carcaſe for the worms, who 
are to conſume it,—the man of profuſe 
vanity may be deſcribed, with equal truth, 
as the purveyor of elegance to thoſe, who 


may hereafter purchaſe the ſpoils of his 
ſplendor. 


«© That bed will be taken from its 
gilded alcove, to occupy the beſt apart- 
ment of a public hotel. —The fora, near 
it, will and a convenient ſituation in the 
parlour of a neighbouring brothel :-—That 
glaſs chandelier, which has reflected a 
thouſand rays from its wazen tapers, will 
now glitter, with the groſſor light of tal- 
low candles, in an aſſembly-room, at Ro- 

therhithe. 
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therhithe — That ornamental deſert- ſervice, 
which has been diſplayed before Princes of 
the blood, will be fold to a city confec- 
tioner; and, for years to come, delight 
the eyes of Aldermen, Common Council- 
men, and Liverymen, with their wives, 
daughters, and kinſwomen.—The furni- 
ture of the adjoining dreſſing-room will 
be transferred to the ſimilar apartment of 
a figurante at the opera, who 1s protected 
by a young Weſt-Indian.—T he chamber- 
organ will find a new occupation,. in ac- 
companying the ſacred hymns of a Me- 
thodift chapel.— The harpſichord will be 
purchaſed by a muſic-maſter, for the uſe 
of a country boarding-ſchool for young 
ladies ;—And that grinding inſtrument 
will, in future, ride on the back of a Sa- 
voyard, during the day, and accompany 
the magic lantern at night. Theſe 
beautiful ſet of chairs will be bought 
by a merchant in the city, who is on 
the point of being married to a wealthy 
grocer's daughter, to furniſh the princi- 
pal room of his houſe in Green Let- 

tuce- 
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tuce- lane. Thoſe two handſome fauteuils, 
which were made to correſpond with each 
other, muſt now be ſeparated ſor ever; 
the one will be purchaſed for the uſe of a 
theatre, and the other to give a becoming 
dignity to the chairman of a debating ſo- 
ciety. That elegant commode will reſt 
with a handſome young Jeweſs, in St. 
Mary Axe: and the inlaid cabinet, will 
decorate the cloſet of a lottery - office keep- 
er, near the Royal Exchange.—Ot theſe 
three looking-glafſes, one will be ſtationa- 
ry in an academy tor learning the ſcience 
of hair-dreſſing; the ſecond will reflect 
the frippery of a chamber-milliner ; and 
the third will enliven the bed-chamber of 
an antiquated coxcomb, who has belonged, 
_ upwards of thirty years, to the reſpectable 
corps of gentlemen-penfioners. ——The 
books, upon the hanging-ſhelves, will add 
to the literature of a circulating library.— 
Thoſe girandoles will illuminate a room in 
a gaming-houſe. A great variety of the 
more uſeſul, and leſs coſtly articles, will 

be 
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be purchaſed by the houſe-ſteward of the 
noble Lord, who, in the courſe of four 
years ſervice, has contrived to procure 
himſelf a comfortable independence for the 
reſt of his life.—As for the kitchen-tur- 
niture, it will be purchated for a tavern; 
and the linen for a public charity. And, 
fic tranſit gloria mundi. 


«© And now, continued Aſmodeus, 
© we will proceed to another ſcene of 
human glory. Obſerve the chariot that 
paſſes rapidly by us :—The ornamental 
bandage, which runs round the centre of 
it, is emblematic of the Gentleman's pro- 
feſſion who is ſeated in it. He is a ſurgeon 
of eminence, — but his principal reputa- 
tion ariſes from his anatomical ſkill and 
experience.—As a practical profeſſor, his 
merit is by no means univerſally acknow- 
ledged :—He is too fond of creating ſyſ- 
tems of his own, or adopting ſuch as are 
ſuggeſted to him by others ;—while the 
love of hunting down chirurgical para- 

doxes, 
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doxes, by the powerful application of his 
anatomical ſcience, has led him into errors, 
which threaten the very ſuperſtructure of 
that profeſſional renown, which it is the 
object of his life to raiſe and conſecrate 
to himſelf. We will, however, make his 
genius ſubſervient to our morning's amuſe- 
ment, and proceed immediately to the 
apartment where the labours of it are diſ- 
played in all the glory of profeffional 
oſtentation.— As they arrived at his deor, 
the chariot of the Anatomiſt drove up to 
it, and they followed him with all the eaſe 
of their inviſible ſtate, into the muſeum, 
which contains his magnificent collection 
of anatomical preparations. | 


As they entered the room, © Your wor- 
ſhip's horror of large bottles,” ſaid Don 
Cleofas, is, I perceive, at an end:--- 
You certainly have no apprehenſions of 
being corked up again, or you would ne- 
ver have ventured into a place, which 
brings to my remembrance the garret of 

Vol. IV. D the 
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the magician where I had the honour of 
commencing a friendiliip, which has been 
ſo advantageous and delightful to me.“ 
© Thanks to my friend,” replied the 
Demon, „I can examine the contents of 
theſe huge phials witliout the leaſt fear of 
becoming the inhabitant of any of them. 
But to proceed to our buſineſs. 


e That heart, which is in part offified, 
belonged to a celebrated lawyer, who 
could aid injuſtice and fupport right— 
protect innocence and ſcreen guilt, with 
the ſame temper, and equal ſatisfaction. 
He had no ſenſibility left but for one ob- 
ect and that was his fees. 


© Thoſe eyes, all dim as they now are, 
were baſiliſks in their day, and ſubdued 
by their glances, all who came within 
their influence ;—but they were formed to 
inſpire wanton paſſion, inſtead of chaſte 
affetion—fo that the fair lady to whom 
they belonged, was married by a debauched 

i man 
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man of faſhion, as the only means of poſ- 
ſeſſing her; and who, having ſatiated his 
paſſions, treated her with the moſt morti- 
fying indiffcrence, during the reſt of her 
life. Thoſe eyes, therefore, were reduced 
at laſt, to the melancholy, and almoſt 
continual office of weeping over that mi- 
ſery which they had occaſioned, 


«* I muſt now requeſt you to favour 
that ear with your particular attention ;— 
Obſerve, I beg of you, its uncommon 
ſize, and the ſingular extenſion of its 
aperture. Alas, how many cumbrous vo- 
lumes might be filled with the ſcandal and 
falſchoods which have been ſwallowed by 
that greedy organ.— If you look at it with 
a more minute examination, you will per- 
ceive that a very peculiar kind of valve 
oCCupies its paſſage, and it is this uncom- 
mon circumſtance which renders it one of 
the molt valuable curioſities of this col 
lection. By this extraordinary and ano- 
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malous addition, it poſſeſſed the faculty of 
ſhutting and opening itſelf at pleaſure ; 
ſo that while it could glut the malignant 
heart of the perſon to whom it belonged, 
with the failings and misfortunes of man- 
kind, it could, by cloſing in an inſtant, 
avoid the pain of receiving into it, the 
wounding praiſe of approved virtue, and 
the mortifying tale of merited happi- 
neſs. 


e This extraordinary ear is joined, as 
you may diſcover, by a kind of ver- 
micular pipe, to 2 tongue, whoſe dimi- 
nutive appearance is not, at firſt, re- 
concileable to the fact of their having be- 
longed to the ſame head; but the truth is, 
that while the former was enlarged and in- 
flated, by the continual exerciſe of hearing 


and liſtening to the current accounts of 
fabricating falſchoods, inſidious malice, 
or exaggerating folly ; the latter was pro- 
portionably diminiſhed, in the never- 
ceaſing exerciſe of repeating them.” 


«© Your 
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* Your information,” ſaid Don Cleo- 
fas, is equally curious and intereſting ; 
but you have not explained to me, the 
ſex of that happy perſon, to whom this 
miraculous ear and diminiſhed tongue be- 
longed.” By examining the lower 
part of the former,” replied the Demon, 
* you will diſcover a ſmall orifice which 
was bored there to ſupport an car-ring ; 
and that is an ornament which cuſtom has 
not yet permitted to be worn by the men 
of this country. 


Nothing but a knowledge of anatomy, 
which you cannot be ſuppoſed to have ac- 
quired, or that intuitive penetration, which 
I naturally poſſeſs, could diſcover that the 
ſtrange ſhriveled object, in the phial be- 
fore us, is another ſpecimen of the human 
heart. It once animated, if its miſerable 
emotions could be called animation, the 
frame ot a being whoſe whole happineſs 
was centered in the accumulation of uſe- 
leſs wealth. No one act of his life ever 
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made the eye to ſparkle with joy, or looſ- 
ened the tongue in accents of gratitude.— 
Gain was the ſole object of his life; and 
in obtaining it, he was untecling, cruel and 
inſatiable.— He did not aim at acquiring 
wealth by the honourable progreſs of vir- 
tuous induſtry, or what may be called the 
prudent riſks of adventurous commerce,— 
but in grinding the poor—in preying 
upon the neceſſities, and watching with an 
harpy's eye, to profit by the diſtreſſes of 
his fellow-ereatures.— His heart, from a 
continual ſtate of contraction, became, at 
length, incapable of performing thoſe 
functions which ſuſtain life; and when he 
died, it was found in the ſhriveled ſtate in 
which you now behold it. 


c By way of contraſt, in a moral a well 
as philoſophical view, the Anatomitt has 
very judiciouſly placed, beſide it, another 
preparation of the heart, which wears a 
very different form in death, as it poſſeſſed 
a different nature in life. In its preſent 
ſtate 


IN ENGLAN Þ. 79 


Nate and figure, you ſce it almoſt with the 
lame exterior appearance as it bore when 
it was endued with thoſe ſenſibilities wich 
rendered the owner of it one of the beſt 
of men. His days were gilded by ore 
conſtant and ſteady light of benevulent 
virtue: To make others happy was the 
grand object of his anbition, and his heart 
was continually expunded with the d-light- 
fui ſenſations of doing good. If, however, 
you examine it with attention, you will 
obſerve a confidera>le fi jure which nailes 
acrots it, and that circurnitance cauted the 
death of him in wiote breatt it dwelt.— 
Soine very ſudden, uncxpected and cruel 
ſtrokes of ill formme, reduced him, al moſt 
at once, from wealth to peaury ; and when, 
in the ho r of his adveriity, he found hun- 
ſelf forlaben by thoſe whom he had raiſed 
to proſperity, that noble heart felt only 
one pans, but it was a molt ſevere one, for 
it then burſt with ind.gnation at the in- 
gratitude of mankina. 
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© This bottle contains a gall-bladder 
of uncommon dimenſions. Many a ſtream 
of redundant bile has flown from thence, 
and mingling with the blood, produced no 
{mall quantity of envy and jealouſy in the 
heart. It belonged to a certain painter 
who was never able to diſcover the leaſt 
merit in any works but thoſe of his own 
pencil; and is of a much larger ſize even 
than its companion, which was taken from 
the body of an antiquated coquette. who 
paſſed the laſt rweaty years of her lite in 
the malicious employment of inventing 
ſalſehoods, propagating ſcandalous ſtories, 
and ſowing diſſenſions among her acquain* 
tance. | 


© Fn that phial of a green hue, there 
is a very curious preparation of that part 
of the human body, called the ſpleen. It 
is of a very irregular form and belonged 
to a Ducheſs. The diſeaſes of it were 
of ſuch a ſtrange nature, as to make the 
afflicted lady imagine that ſhe was a green 
field 
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field with a flock of ſheep grazing upon 
it, and fo ſickly was the imagination, at- 
tendant upon her diſorder, that ſhe uſed 
frequently to cry out from the pain which 
was occafioned, as ſhe ſuppoſed, by the 
animals nibbling the graſs that grew up- 
on her. 


* This tongue, which you may obſerve 
to be honey-combed at the root of it, occu- 
pied the mouth of a famous popular 
preacher, whoſe fanatic cloquence drew 
crouds of hearers after him, but whoſe 
life was one continual mockery of the doc- 
trines which he taught. —He lived an hy- 
pocrite, and died a blaſphemer.” 


« Its companion, however, ſaid the- 
Count, ** ſeems to be free from any fimi- 
lar imperfe&ion, and may, therefore, be 
ſuppoſed to have been the organ of truth- 
and wiſdom.” Lou may be aſſured, 
anſwered Aſmodeus, that neither lies, 
nor calumny, nor ſophiſtry, nor folly were 
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ever uttered by it, ſor it was taken from 
the body of a young man who had been 
dumb from his birth. 


c This ſhelf,” continued the Demon, 
« js entirely appropriated to ſpecimens of 
the human brain, and a fine collection 
there is of them, 


« On a minute examination of the firſt 
of theſe curioſities, you will diſcover it 
to be marked with a great variety of nu- 
meral figures. It occupied the ſkull of a 
famous calculator, who, after much inde- 
fatigable ſtudy, had formed a certain and 
never failing plan of ſucceſs in ſtoc k ob · 
bing and Pate gambling, which ended 
in reducing him to poverty; and, which 
13 ſtill worſe, involving many credulous, 
unt eflec ing people in his ruin. 


© The ſccond, which is of fo ſmall 
dimenſions, as to make one ſuppoſe it to 
have been the | roperty of an infant, be- 
longed, 
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longed, nevercheleſs, to a man who Wer, At 
leaſt, tix feet high. II was an inge. tows 
and very voluminous author; but as ne 
had written much more nan he had ever 
read, the evaporations ois brain were 
not ſuificiently ſupplicd by the indus of 
new ideas, ſo that, it was, at length, redu- 
ced to the ſlender ſuvitunce in unicn ic 
now preſents itſelf beivie you.” 2 


© The contents of the next pitial,” 
ſaid Don Cleofas, „appear ratner like the 
folds of Bruſſels lace, chan any part of 
the human body.” That is another 
argument, an' wered Aimodeus, “ in la- 
vour of the opinion, when has been ad- 
vanced by ſome phuloſophers, that the 
brain derives its form, in ſome racalure, 
from the prevailing tendency of the mind; 
as the. lady who once owned the ana'omi- 
cal ſpecimen under our conſideration, H I 
may to exprels myſelt, actually lived upon 
dre. She was a woman of large iortune, 
which ſhe whoily c:nployed in the exterior 
| 6. deco- 
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decorations of her perion. Millers, 
mantua-makers, hair-drefſers, perfumers, 
jewellers, &c. furniſhed all her pleaſures. 
But from adhering too rigidly to the regu- 
lations of faſhion, by wearing a flight 
ſpring dreſs, when April happened to be 
as ſevere as January ; ſhe caught a violent 
cold, which ended in. her death. Some 
diſorder occaſioned the diſſection of her, 
and on opening the cranium, the ſingular- 
appearance of the brain tempted the ope- 
rating ſurgeon to purloin it, and to cheat. 
the worms of that delicious part of their 
banquet.. 


*The adjoining bottle contains the 
largeſt ſpecimen of the collection; and, 
which is very ſingular, it was taken from a. 
perſon. who was ſuppoſed to have no brains. 
at all;—for he lived and died an ideot. 


« The laft, which I ſhall offer to. your- 
notice, poſſeſſes all the marks of a violent 
infla- 
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inflamation, which, in fact, occaſioned the 
death of the celebrated orator ta whom. it 
belonged. It was, indeed, more or leſs, 
the diſorder of his life, for his eminent ta- 
lents—ſuperior erudition, and aſtoniſhing 
eloquence were rendered. of little uſe to 
himſelf and his country, by the headſtrong 
violence which governed all his thoughts 
and actions. As he advanced in life, 
his reaſon gradually ſunk into an entire 
fubmiſſion to his paſſions; till, at length, 
2 moſt melancholy ſtate of inſanity ſuc- 
ceeded, from which, after a few months 
of deplorable extremity, the bleſſing of 
death relieved hirn. 


« Many a towering. column has been 
erected to perpetuate the records of human 
glory; and ſucceeding generations have 
beheld the ſacred. ſtructure with delight 
and admiration. But the eye turns away 
with horror from the pyramid before us, 
which. to the moral ſpectator, who is not 
obdurated by profeſſional inſenfibility, 

pre- 
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preſents an affecting monument of human 
mortality. The ſculls that form the only 
decorations of it, poſſeſs a mortifying and 
griſly uniformity ; and however varied or 
diſtinguiſhed their characters may have 
been in life, they all wear the fame com- 


mon complexion of death. 


6 This was the ſcull of an highway- 
man, who ſuffered at the gallows,—and 
that belonged to an alderman who was 
choaked at a feaſt. The next was a beau- 
ty, who, when exceſs and diſſipation had 
deſtroyed her charms, endeavoured to 
reſtore them by the application of art ;— 
the falſe teeth are ſtill ſeen to occupy the 
naked jaw. Its immediate neighbour was 
a profeſſed prude of forty-five, who having 
a ſudden call down ſtairs, after ſhe had 
prepared herſelf for bed, and, hurrying 
along in great haſte, leſt any of the ſer- 
vants ſhould fee her in a night-cap, her 
foot was unfortunately caught in the mat- 
ting which covered the paſſage, and ſhe 
fell down the cellar ſtairs. The bruiſes 

5 ſne 
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ſhe received on the occaſion proved incu- 
rable, and here her head is expoſed to the 
gaze of every eye, not even in a night- 
dreſs, but as bald as death can make it.— 
The reſt on the fame line were proſtitutes 
who lived in luxury, languiſlied in diſeaſe, 
or pined in want. 


« The row immediately above the laſt, 
is chiefly occupied by authors who lived 
by the:r writings, —and reviewers who got 
their bread by criticiting them. 


« On the next ſtage is the ſcull of a 
caſhiered lieutenant of a marching regi- 
ment, who, after many ſucceſsful attempts 
at a leſs diſhonourable profeſſion, became 
the bully of a bawdy-houſe, and loſt his 
lite in defending the reputation of a com- 
mon ſtrumpet. That by its ſide, was found 
in a Tumulus in one of the weſtern coun- 
ties, and is ſuppoſed to have belonged to 
a Danith officer of diſtinction. The rext 
has, as you mult perceive, a ſmall hole in 

the 
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the front of it, which was made by the ope- 
ration of a bullet in a duel between an Iriſh 
gentleman and a Scotch officer. The diſ- 
pute aroſe from the laughter of the former, 
when the latter compared the climate of 
Edinburgh to that of Naples. —It is, how- 
ever, the Scotchman's ſcull which is now 
before you. The laſt of them belonged to, 
a dragoon, who in a mock fight, at a re- 
view, was thrown from his horſe, and 
found a real death.. 


&« Thoſe which are ſtationed on the next 
row, belonged to a young man of fortune, 
who broke his neck, by a fall from his 
phæton; —one of his own grooms, who 
was killed by the kick of a ſtallion, —and-a 
ſtage-coachman, who was ſhot: by the 
guard of the coach inſtead of an highway- 
man who attacked it. 


Above theſe is an attorney, who, ha- 
ving intoxicated. himſelf with brandy, on 
gaining a cauſe for a band of ſmugglers, 

loſt 
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loſt his life by falling into the cellar of an 
old ruinous houſe, which he had been em- 
ployed to indict as a nuiſance but the day 
before; and, by his ſide, is one of his 
many clients, whom his profeſſional villa- 
nies had brought to beggary, and a broken 
heart. 


* The ſcull which fits alone on the top, 
and forms the apex of this ghaſtly pyra- 
mid, owes its ſuperior appointment to the 
impulſe of profeſſional pride. It was once 
the head of a ſurgeon, who diſtinguiſhed 
himſelf as an operator in this place; and 
being employed to aſſiſt in ſtealing a body 
from a burying-ground, in the environs of 
this city, caught a putrid fever of the 
dead, and died himſelf. —To extend the 
poor man's anatomical utility to the ut- 
moſt, as well as to do his remains all poſ- 
ſible honour, the profeſſor himſelf diſſected 
him, and made this muſeum, which he had 
enriched by his labours, the ſepulchre of 
his bones. His ſcull, as you may per- 
celve 
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ccive, enjoys the moſt elevated tation 
in it, 


* This ſkeleton,” ſaid the Demon, as 
he turned to the oppoſite fide of the room, 
«© though now ſo bare and gnaſtly, was 
once the favourite child of faſhion, the 
grace of every clegant ailembly,—and the 
ornament of every polite citele.— In the 
annals of birth day ſplendour, his name 
is pre-eminently recorded ; and thoſe of 
his contemporaries, who are now living, 
when cth-y wiſh to expreſs their diflike of 
modern frippery, deſcribe the coſtly mag- 
nificence in which he was wont to be ar- 
rayed. But where is now— 


The plumed hat with point & E/pagne adourn'd— 
The velvet coat with m ifive *broidery g 

© The rich drocaded veſt with gliſt'nirg fringe, 
„The ſword, with cha+s'd emboſſments, all of gold, 
And peruke, of innumerable curls ; 

Where ace they now?—theſe naked bones proclaim, 
% The gay Myrtillo's occupaticns gone:“ 


His bones, however, ſeem to perpetu- 
ate the ruling paſſion of their former maſ- 
cr; 


IN ENGLAND. 91 


ter; they maintain a kind of public ſta- 
tion, and add to the parade of this with- 
draw ing- room of death. 


* The ſkeleton, which occupies the 
fame caſe, was once a gigantic monkey.— 
He aſked not the taylor for cloaths, nor 
the merccr for ſilk, or the perfumer for 
cllences ;—He was content with the only 
coat that nature gave him :—and now, 
my good friend, permit me to aſk you, 
who are unſkilled in the niceties of anato- 
mical diſtinctions, - what is the difference 
between the brute and the beau ?” 


© But what figure is this,” exclaimed 
Don Cleofas, for I perceive the bones 
of four-footed beaſts and birds, 2nd even 
fiſhes, as well as thoſe of the human ſpe- 
cies 2? 


«© It is,” anſwered the Demon, the 
anatomy of an animal, called a jackall ; 
which 
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which is ſaid to be the purveyor of the 
lion, and to poſſeſs the faculty of guiding 
the vorac.ous ſavage to his prey. The 
ſkeleton beſide it was, for a time, the pro- 
cureſs of a certain lord, famous for his 
libidinous paffions, and infamous for the 
manner in which he gratifies them. This 
woman lived on a very flender allowance 
from him, and his uſual promiſes of en- 
creaſing favour ;—ſhe therefore died in 
extreme poverty; and, fo. far was hes 
employer from confidering her paſt ſervices. 
with regard ; that he nat only refuſed to 
be at the trifling expence of providing her 
with a decent burial, but even adviſed his. 
valet-de-chambre, for the bribe of a few 
guineas, to convey her body to this anaro- 
mical Golgotha. | 


« By way of vniformity, is placed on 
the oppoſite fide of the room, the ſkeleton. 
of a bird, which, even in its preſent ſtate, 
ſeems to poſſeſs the voracious aſpect ef 
living nature It was a vulture, and cloſe 

to 
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to it are the perfect bones of one of its 
own ſpecies, which wore an human form, 
and was called a gambler. After having, 
for ſome years, fattened in the ruin of 
others, he was at length ruined himſelf ; 
and, being ſo reduced as to have no other 
means by whichhe could raiſe a imall ſum 
to try once more the chance of fortune, he 
ſold his body to the maſter of this place; 
which, on his death, was duly claimed; 
and, after ſerving the purpoſe of a public 
lecture, has added to the furniture of this 
gallery. 


But although common humanity may 
be wounded, and the natural reverence 
mankind entertain for the dead may be 
violated by the operations of this place, — 
anatomical ſcience and ſurgical ſkill, which 
conduce fo greatly to the benefit of man- 
kind, are greatly advanced by them. 


« My curioſity, however,” ſaid Don 
Cleofas, © is not a little excited, as to the 
Means 
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means by which theſe various ſubjects 
have been procured ;—for, according to 
your account, perſons of all ranks have 
furniſned the various articles of this cele- 


brated repoſitory.” 


«© The hoſpitals, the gallows, and fa- 
crilege, anſwered the Demon, © are the 
principle ſources of ſupply to the anato- 
mical theatres. Beſides, a ſurgeon ſeldom 
diſſes a patient but he avails himſelf of 
the opportunity to add an article to his 
profeſſional collection. As to the ſubjects 
of rank and diſtinction, they can only be 
attained by the undertakers, to whom a 
diſtreſſed family are ſometimes ſo impru- 
dent to leave the entire conduct of burying 
a deceaſed relation.—In ſuch a caſe, the 
corpſe, be it ever ſo noble, ſeldom gocs 
to its grave; and, it is well known, that a 
Duke, who had twenty thouſand pounds a 
year, when living, has been ſold for twenty 
guineas after he was dead ; while a piece of 

lead 
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lead, a log of wood, or an heap of ſtones, 
occupies his place in the magnificent mau- 
ſoleum of his anceſtors But we will now 
quit the curious remains of the dead, and 
jee's a more pleaſing entertainment among 
the painted reſemblances of the living.” 


As they croſſed the ſquare for that pur- 
poe, the Count obſerved a ſhort conver- 
ſation, which took place between two gen- 
tlemen, one of whom poſſeſſed the eaſy air of 
perfect contentment, and the other expreſ- 
fed, both by his looks and actions, the 
dejection of deſpair. On expreſſing his 
wiſh to know the ſubject of this conference, 
de the ſhorteſt way to ſatisfy you,” ſaid 
the Demon, © will be to repeat it.“ 


© You look very melancholy, my good 
* friend ;— What is the matter? 


© Why, to tell you the truth, I have an 
© amiable wife and ſeven fine children.” 


© Then 
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© Then you are melancholy with joy, 
© I ſuppoſe ;—theſe are bleſſings, my dear 
© friend—theſe are bleſſings.” | 


So they would be, if I had not loſt to 
© yourſelf and others, at a gaming - table, 
© what ought to have maintained them ;— 
© nay, what in fact, was their property and 
© inheritance.” 


© Pooh !—nonſenſe—is that all The 
© worſe luck now, the better another time. 


© But I have loſt the very means of ever 
© putting myſelf again in fortune's way.— 
I am ruined paſt redemption.” 


© Why, to be ſure, if bat is the caſe, 
© | have no great conſolation to offer you; 
© ſo I with you a good morning. 


« Thus it is that the hawk parleys with 
the pigeon, whcſe pilfered plumes add 
ſoftneſs to the neſt in which he repoſes. 

“But 
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& But let us procecd. 


In a few minutes, therefore, Don Cleo- 
fas, found himſelf, with his conductor, 
in a gallery, where he faw a confuſed 
variety of pictures, chiefly portraits, in 
different periods of advancement, from a 
firit ſketch to a compleat finiſh. 


te By the appearance of this place,” ob- 
ſerved the Count, © I ſhould ſuppoſe that 
we are in the apartment of a painter, — and, 
from the number of the pictures, as well 
as the very great merit of ſome of them, 
which my eye has juſt glanced upon, 1 
ſhould preſume that he is an artiſt of the 
firſt eminence.” 


« It is even fo,” anſwered Aſmodeus, 
« he is a man of genius, and at the head 
of his profeſſion in this country. Some of 
his pictures may claim a place in the firſt 
rank of modern paintings, and would bid 

You. TV: --- - E. fair 
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fair to tranſmit his profeſſional fame to a 
diſtant. period; but, from an infatuation 
that cannot, by any mode of reaſoning, 
be reconciled to his conſummate vanity, 
he obſtinately continues to make uſe of 
ſuch tranſient colours, that many of his 
beſt works have decayed before their maſ- 
ter ;—and ſome of his portraits have even 
loſt their glow, while the beauty of their 
originals has remained in full luſtre :—but 
this by the way.—Our preſent buſineſs is 
to examine, with a biographic, rather 
than ſcienrific, eye, the works of his pencil 
now before us. We will, therefore, ſaun- 
ter at our leiſure round the gallery, - and 
you, perhaps will have no reaſon to be 
diſcontented with ſuch a Cicerone as I 
am. 


« Theſe two portraits of perſons in 
ſcarlet robes; bedecked with ermine, of- 
fer to your attention very ſtriking like- 
neſſes of two ſage Judges of the principal 
courts of law, —They are, both of them, 

men 
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men of great legal knowledge and ability: 
but their real characters are as different 
as their features. —The one, as you mult 
perceive, is of a calm, pleaſing, and hu- 
mane aſpect, —while the lineaments of the 
other give an idea of ſtrong diſcernment, 
and unamiable ſeverity. Nor can I better 
explain to you the differing minds of theſe 
law officers, than by relating to you the 
manner in which they are reſpectively ha- 
bituated to conclude their addreſs to Ju» 
ries, in ſumming up the evidence of a cri- 
minal trial. — The firſt always employs 
ſomething like the following arrangeraent 
of expreſſion.— © If, Gentlemen of the 
© Jury, you ſhould be firmly of opinion that 
© the evidence which you have heard, has 
* indubitably proved the offence with which 
the priſoner is charged, I feel myſelf 
* compelled to inform you that you muſt 
find him guilty :—Bur if, on the contrary, 
the fact ſhould not have been proved to 
* your full and entire ſatisfaction, or there 
* ſhould be the leaft ſuſpence in your 


E 2 © minds, 
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© minds, as to the truth of the accuſation, 
* you will not heſitate to exerciſe the more 
© amiable and pleaſing part of your juriſ- 
* diction, and acquit the prifoner of the 
* offence for which he has appeared before 
you. 


© The other generally expreſſes himſelf, 
on a ſimilar occaſion, to the following pur- 


pole : 


* If, Gentlemen, you are perfectly con- 
© vinced in your own minds, that the pri- 


* ſoner is innocent, you muſt neceſſarily 
* acquit him: But, as men of experience 
© and underſtanding, you muſt be conſcious 
© of the abſolute neceſſity there is, in theſe 
© times, to check the progreſs of ſuch 
© notorious offences, by the uſeful ſeverity 
© of puniſhment ;—if, therefore, the crime 
© of which the priſoner at the bar ſtands 
© indited, has been proved to your ſatis- 
faction, there can be no doubt but 
you will perform the duty that your oath 

25 © bas 
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* has enjoined, and which you owe to God, 
* to your country, and yourſelves, —and 
* contign him, by your verdict, to the ne- 
ceſſary puniſhment which the law has 
* wiſely provided for ſuch horrid of- 
* fenders.” 


* I comprehend perfectly well,” ſaid 
Don Cleofas, © the diftering natures of 
theſe two learned ſages.— The one never 
tries a priſoner, but it appears as it he 
withed to find him guiit, — while the 
other never ſees an unfortunate fellow-crea- 
ture at the bar before him, but his huma- 
nity offers a ſecret prayer that he may prove 
his innocence. 


© The next picture, however, preſents 
an object of much leſs aweful and more 
attractive nature; and, if the reſemblance 
is jult, ſhe is a judge, at whoſe bar, were 
I to commit an offence, I ſhould feel my- 
ſelf moſt happy to plead my cauſe :'— 
* And as you are rather a well-looking 
E 3 | man, 
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man,” anſwered Aſmodeus, © and not yet 
paſt the prime of life, you might probably 
find mercy.— Though ſhe has her fits of 
{everity, and ſome very ſingular accounts 
of them are recorded in the chronicles of 
the day. 


«© The original of that portrait is one 
of thoſe fortunate perſons, whom a ſtrange 
combination of circumſtances have raiſed 
to rank and opulence.—She was once a 
maid of all-work, with a few pounds of 
hard-earned wages per annum, and now an 


hundred and fifty guineas are paid for her 
picture. 


« After having been in the ſervice of the 
lower claſs of trading people, ſhe became 
kitchen-maid at a faſhionable brothel ; and, 
as ſhe was not ill-favoured, when all the 
reſident ladies of the houſe happened to be 
engaged, and a viſitor was impatient for a 
companion, ſhe was occaſionally dreſſed and 
ſerved up, in an upper apartment ;—and, 

in 


IN ENGLAND. 103 


in ſuch a manner did ſhe conduct herſelf, 
on theſe occaſions, that her miſtreſs thought 
proper to promote her from the kitchen 
to the chamber-ſervice. In this charac- 
ter ſhe became the favourite of a boy of 
high rank ;—and, on his going abroad to 
finiſh his education, a Baronet of great 
fortune, and equal folly, became ſo ena- 
moured of Cinderilla, as to take her to his 
own houſe, and ſu pport her in a ſtate of 
envied elegance.—In ſhort, ſhe ſo played 
upon his affection and his jealouly, that 
he at laſt determined to ſecure her to him- 
ſelf, by making her his wife ;—ſo that ſhe 
is now become a titled lady, as well as the 
miſtreſs of a large fortune; — and this 
picture is deſtined to adorn a ſplendid 
drawing-room, at her houſe in the country. 


The half-length and half-finiſhed pic- 
ture that hangs by its ſide, is an imper- 
fe& repreſentation of a very beautiful and 
unfortunate woman,—and there is a fin- 
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gularity in her misfortune, that merits 
particular recital. 


© She was married, at an early age, to 
a moſt amiable man who loved her to ido- 
latry ; nor was ſhe, by any means, inſen- 
ſible to his merit; but, in an evil hour, 
when he was abſent on duty with the mi- 
litia, ſhe was ſeduced from her fidelity to 
him, by the arts of his boſom friend. But 
as ſhe never offended a ſecond time, and, 
in hopes of expiating the conſcious guilt 
of her own mind, multiplied her affec- 
tionate attentions to her huſband, the 
offence was never ſuſpected by him; and 
the partner of it being dead, was only 
known to herſelf. At length, however, ſhe 
was attacked by a fever which ſhe caught 
in nurſing a fick ſervant ; and, in a few 
days, the phyſicians pronounced her difor- 
der to be beyond all hopes of recovery.— 
In this alarming fituation, when ſhe thought 
that death was at her chamber door, and 
while her huſband was weeping in agony 
beſide 
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beſide her, the conſciouſneſs of her infi- 
delity preſſed home upon her mind in fuch 
2 manner, that ſhe fancied it to be abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to the peace of her laſt 
moments, to communicate it to him, and 
obtain his forgiveneſs. She, therefore, 
in a moſt unfortunate moment, added a 
new poignancy, and gave a new turn, to 
his diſtreſs, by unfolding the almoſt incre- 
dible ſecret. At firſt his aſtoniſhment de- 
prived him of utterance, but having, at 
length, muttered the pardon ſhe entreated, 
he haſtily quitted the chamber, wiſhing al- 
moſt for that event, which, but a few mi- 
nutes before, he conſidered as an inſup- 
portable misfortune, and left her in a ſitu- 
ation to look towards a recovery as the 
greateſt evil that could befall her. That 
evil, however, it was her lot to ſuſtain; for 
nature ſet at nought the phy ſician's pro- 
phecy, and, in ſpite of her own wiſhes, 
ſhe now lives to ſuffer the indifference of 
the man ſhe loves, and to curſe the weak- 
neſs that has undone her. As her huſband 
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does not wiſh for any reſemblance of a wife, 
whom he almoſt hates, this portrait will 
ſhortly ſerve as the baſis of another pic- 
ture ; when the jolly viſage—formal wig, 
and ſwelling lawn of a pious prelate, will 
cover the lovely features, the flowing hair, 


and graceful drapery that now decorates 
the canvas.” 


« I truſt,” replied Don Cleofas, ** that 
T feel as much for the misfortunes of 
others, eſpecially thoſe which befall the 
lovely ſex, as any man; nevertheleſs, I can- 
not but confeſs that ſuch extreme folly, 
and ſo much out of the regular courſe of 
female error, abſolutely merits the puniſh- 
ment it has received. 


But here is the picture of a perſon in 
ſcarlet robes, with a coronet upon the table 
before him, —whom does that repreſent ?” 
te Tt is, anſwered the Demon, a very 
ſtriking likeneſs of a Duke, of whom little 
or nothing can be ſaid ;—and the adjoining 

portrait 
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portrait is his Ducheſs, of whom we can ſay 
about as much But transfer your atten» 
tion, I beg of you, to that very fine pic- 
ture of a female figure who is adorning the 
ſtatue of Hymen with flowers: At the 
time it was painted, the ſubject was very 
characteriſtic of the charming woman who 
is repreſented in it.—She has, however, 
thought proper to deviate from the purity 
of that character.—It is long ſince ſhe has 
torn the garland from the brow of the Hy- 
meneal divinity, where ſhe was once ſo 
proud to place it. 


& The companion which repreſents a 
ſacrifice to the graces, is a painting of 
equal merit, and equally unfortunate in 
the perverſion of its principal figure, for 
the officiating prieſteſs has long fince quit- 
ted that altar, and is now engaged in the 
melancholy duty of offering the oblation 
of her own tears at the ſhrine of repen- 
tance,” 
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c Here, however,” ſaid the Count, 
« I truſt, there is ſomething of reality.— 
The painter ſeems, in the portrait of this 
ſtately warrior, to have exerted the utmoſt 
powers of his pencil; nor is the warlike 
character of the perſonage more diſtin- 
guiſhed by the truncheon, the breaſt - plate 
and the diſtant battle, than the heroic 
ardour which 1s diſplayed in the counte- 
nance, and the air of military dignity 
which the whole figure is made to poſſeſs. 


« Tt is certainly a very tolerable like- 
neſs,” anſwered Aſmodeus, of a very 
amiable, inoffenſive general officer, who is 
ever ready to acknowledge, with much 
good humour, that he has never been en- 
gaged in any other ſervice but the mock 
fights of his own regiment at a review. 


« This pair of pictures are painted pre- 
vious to the lage of their originals. — 
They repreſent to you the forms of a young 
nobleman, and the heireſs of his father's 


ſtew- 
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ſteward.” Then I preſume,” ſaid Don 
Cleofas, ** that this muſt be a clandeſtine 
arrangement, in which you, perhaps, have 
employed a little malicious interference.” 
Such a ſuggeſtion,” replied Aſmodeus, 
& is natural enough for an haughty Caf- 
tilian, but the people of this ſenſible coun- 
try are not troubled with the filly ſcruples 

of your's. The father of the young lady 
having died extremely rich, and the old 
Lord having diſcovered too late, that his 
faithful ſervant's wealth aroſe from the 
plunder of himſelf ; he very wiſely thought 
that the only way to get the property back 
again to the family, was to make the 
daughter a part of it, by marrying her to 
his ſon. Beſides, ſhe is a very amiable 
girl, and will probably make the young 
man a better wife than if ſhe had been of 
higher birth.” 


« Here is a picture, ſaid Don Cleofas, 
which merits my attention. It is in a very 
grand ſtyle of deſign, and, in the courſe of 


my 


painter. But, excluſive of the peculiar 


110 DEVIL UPON TWO STICKS 


- .my little obſervation on the fine arts, I 


have ſcarce ever ſeen a more beautiful ex- 
ample of this branch of them. By the 
character of the figure, and the emblems 
which accompany it, I muſt ſuppoſe it 
to repreſent ſome exalted perſonage of the 
tragic ſcene.” 


« It is,” anſwered the Demon, * the 
tragic mule herſelf, and the genius of that 
poet who firſt formed this ideal divinity, 
ſeems to have inſpired the pencil of the 


merits of the picture as a work of art, there 
is a circumſtance belonging to it, which 
greatly enhances the value, and encreaſes 
the intereſt of the repreſentation, as it is 
a very ſtriking likeneſs of the favourite 
tragic actreſs of the time, who may cer- 
tainly claim it as her portrait. Here is 
another inſtance of fortuitous elevation, — 
for this actreſs, but a few years ago, was 
the heroine of a barn, —performing in tra- 
gcdies, comedies, farces and pantomimes ; 
and 
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and now her form fills a canvas which 
would be conſidered as a brilliant acqui- 
ſition to the moſt ſplendid gallery in Eu- 
rope.—Such a picture as this, if its co- 
lours ſhould diſappoint the apprehenſions 
of all who have beheld it, will communi- 
cate an almolt equal degree of fame to the 
original, and the artiſt ;—it may, indeed, 
give to the former, in the opinion of po- 
ſterity, a reputation which ſhe has not 
altogether deſerved. | 


& It is the ſpirit of the Engliſh nation 
to make every thing a ſubject of party, 
and the little theatre of the drama has its 
groupes of adverſe partizans, as well as 
the extenſive ſcene of political govern- 
ment,—This actreſs, however, for ſome 
time, bore down all oppoſition; with 
conſiderable powers happily applied, and 
a ſuperior degree of knowledge of ſtage 
fineſſe, judiciouſly employed, —ſhe attract - 
ed to herſelf ſomething like the madneſs 
of public favour ; and gained more ap- 

plauſe, 
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plauſe, and, which tells to the full as 
well, more money than was ever acquired 
in the ſame period, by any ſtage perfor- 
mer, from the time of Roſcius, the great 
Roman actor, to the preſent hour. 


« At firſt, ſhe confined herſelf to cer- 
tain parts which were peculiarly adapted 
to her talents, and having thus ſecured 
an enthuſiaſtic parriality in her favour, ſhe 
flattered herſelf with the opinion, that 
her powers were univerſal, and, therefore, 
ventured to extend the line of her per- 
formance; but in the endeavour to increaſe 
her reputation, ſhe has very conſiderably 
diminiſhed it.—The rage for attending her 
performances 1s very much abated, if not 
totally ſubſided ; imperfections in ſeveral 
of her characters are no longer doubted ; 
ſometimes ſhe is thought to whine, and at 
other times to rant, while a monotoniſing 
tone is diſcovered by many, to have ſmo- 
thered her energies :—In ſhort, like other 
objects of popular regard, ſhe has loſt 

much 
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much of her popularity.— This favour- 
ite actreſs has, of late, played to empty 
benches, and been reduced to rejoice 
at the ſight of an audience which was 
principally compoſed of thoſe who could 
not gain admittance to the ting-long 
of a rival theatre. This circumſtance, 
however, proves that her theatric excel- 
lencies are confined within a ſinall circle, 
or are deſtitute of ſolid merit ;—that they 
are impaired by phyſical detects, or de- 
generated by the adoption of bad habits. 
This indeed, ſeems, in ſome degree, to be 
her own opinion, as ſlie has, at preſent, 
quitted the ſtage of the metropolis, for 
provincial theatres ; that, when ſhe returns 
to it, the novelty of her appearance may, 
perhaps, reſtore her to the poſſeſſion of 
ſomething like her former reputation. 


e The portrait by the ſide of the tragic 
muſe, and which, notwithſtanding its 
official decorations 1s eclipſed by it, offers 


a very 
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a very flattering reſemblance of a great 
civil officer in the ſiſter kingdom. Of him 
nothing more can, or, indeed, need be 
ſaid, than that he fills his high ſtation in 
a manner that becomes him. But of the 
extraordinary rite of his family, ſome par- 
ticulars may be related which will afford 
you amuſement, and give you another very 
ſingular example of the caprice of fortune. 
It is a whimſical anecdote, which is equal- 


ly calculated to awaken the riſibility of 


the muſcles, and to put little grandeur 
very much out of countenance. 


© The grandfather of this gentleman, 
whoſe portrait is before us, followed the 
laborious profeſſion of a mower, and was 
eſteemed one of the ſtrongeſt and moſt 
active men in his buſineſs of any in the 
county where he dwelt. Indeed fo high 
was his profeſſional reputation, that the 


perſon who employed him offered a very 


conſiderable bet on his ſuperiority, in the 
art 
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art of mowing, over any man in the king- 
dom. The challenge being accepted by a 
neighbouring gentleman, in favour of one 
of his mowers, the ground was immedi- 
ately marked out for the ſcene of action, 
and the day appointed when the conteſt 
was to take place. 


e Our hero, however, ſoon made his 
ſuperiority appear very manifeſt, and by 
breakfaſt time was ſo much in advance, 
that the oppoſite party could entertain no 
hopes of ſucceſs, if the buſineſs was left to 
the uninterrupted exertions of the two 
competitors. As in wagers of this nature 
all advantages may be taken, the oppo- 
nents of the forward mower took a very 
ſingular one; which was nothing leſs than 
ſecretly mixing a very ſtrong purgative 
with his drink. This artifice had the de- 
fired effect, and he was very ſhortly ſeized 
with a complaint in his bowels that threat- 
ened the loſs of his promiſed victory. But 

he 
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he ſoon ſuſpected the trick which had 
been played him, and in order to defeat 
its purpole, without lofing a moment of 
that time which was ſo precious to him, 
he took off his drawers, tucked his ſhirt 


round his middle, and, ſuffering the phyſic 


to work as he worked, he won the wager, 


to the great diverſion of many hundred 


ſpectators; whoſe curioſity had led them 
to be preſent on this ſingular occaſion.— 
This circumſtance rendered the ſucceſsful 
mower ſo great a favourite with the gen- 
tlemen of the county, that he was ſoon 
raiſed from the humble ſituation of a com- 
mon labourer, and the means afforded 
him by which he laid the foundation of 
the good fortune that is now enjoyed by 
his poſterity. Various, indeed, have been 
the cauſes by which little men have be- 
come great men, but this gentleman I 
believe is the firſt perſon in high office, 
who is indebted, for his elevation, to a 


doſe of jalap. 


&« TI have 
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I have either read, or heard it ob- 
ſerved,” ſaid the Count, © that one of the 
principal uſes of foreign travel is to re- 
move prejudices, and you ſeem determined 
that whatever they might be which I 
brought from my own country, they ſhall 
not be of my party when I return to it.— 
It is very certain, however, that the road 
to honours in this country, is not attended 
with thoſe difficulties which obſtruct it 
in many others. I may ar leaſt aſſert, 
without the poſſibility of contradiction, 
that in the good kingdom of Spain, a ton 
of jalap, would not be able to make a gen- 
tleman. 


& But with all my love of the arts,” 
continued Don Cleofas, here is a piece 
of nature's work coming towards us, 
which, in my opinion, is worth all the pic- 
tures and ſtatues in all the galleries of Eu- 
rope.— By the uncommon attentions ſhe 
receives from the elderly lady and gentle- 

man, 
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man who accompany her,. I ſuppoſe ſhe 


is ſome young perſon of diſtinction.“ 


6 She is come here,” anſwered Aſ- 
modeus, © to fit for her portrait; and 
is the daughter of the old folks, who 
are endeavouring to ſooth Miſs into ami- 
able looks for the purpoſe of ſecuring, 
at leaſt to her picture, that pleaſing ex- 
preſſion of features which ſhe is not 
always in the humour to exhibit her- 
ſelf, 


ce You may have heard, perhaps, of 
a wife being ruled by an huſband, or 
an huſband ruled by his wife: —The 
ſexes are often ſeen to exerciſe a matri- 
monial tyranny, over each other; but 
the ſcene which I am about to unfold 
to you, the actors of which you have 
juſt beheld, is of a very different na- 
ture: — It is the tyranny of a faucy girl 
of fifteen, over fond and fooliſh parents, 
who live but to watch her wiſhes and 
obey her commands. 


& Arabella 
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& Arabella is the only child of a Baro- 
net, of an ancient family and large for- 
tune, —her parents doat on her to exceſs; 
and their pride, as well as their tender af- 
fections, are concentrated in this darling 
daughter; for they conſider her not only 
as a paragon of beaut, but as the ulti- 
mate branch of a fumily, which ought not 
to be extinct.— The deſire, therefore, of 
bringing her to maturity, having ſuch 
powerful inducements, produced that early 
indulgence, which was to prevent every 
deſire, to check every uneaſineſs, and to 
gratify every fancy of ker infant mind. 


© The conſequences of an education, 
founded upon theſe principles, may be 
eaſily conceived :— The young lady, from 
having been an ill humoured child, that 
nobody loved,—is become a pettiſh, pe- 
remptory girl, whom, if it were not for 
ſome beauty, and a large fortune, every 
body would avoid. —Indeed her temper 
is, occaſionally, ſo very unpleaſant, that 


her 
2 
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her doting parents, all ſubmiſſive as they 
are, find themſelves, ſometimes at a loſs, 
how to ſupport it.—It would really exhauſt 
your patience, were you to ſee with what 
haughtineſs ſhe will frequently receive the 
homage of theſe affectionate people ;— 
with what a careleſs eaſe ſhe regards their 
attentions, and in what a cool tone of 
command ſhe too often governs their ac- 
tions.— The very moment her fancy ſug- 
geſts any thing for her pleaſure, it muſt be 
inſtantly obtained, or the whole family is 
thrown into diſorder ; and her fancics have 
been humoured into ſuch a degree of irre- 
gularity, that they always require thoſe 
gratifications that are of the moſt difficult 
_ attainment, —and which, when obtained, 
are frequently received without any ex- 
preſſion of acknowledgment or ſatisfac- 
tion. —A ſervant has been ſent expreis to 
London, which is an hundred and twenty 
miles from her father's ſeat, for an elegant 
dreſs, in order to give her a ſuperiority of 
appearance at a country-ball, which, when 

| It 
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it has arrived, ſhe has not only refuſed 
to wear, but has thrown aſide with con- 


tempt. 


« To remonſtrate with her on theſe 
unpleaſant and diſgraceful caprices, would 
make her fret, —and fretting would make 
her look pale,—and then the good Knight 
is alarmed for her health, - and his 
good lady fears ſome diminution of her 
beauty ;—ſo that theſe worthy, miſtaken 
people, ſacrifice every ſatisfaction of their 
own lives, in fruitleſs endeavours to make 
that of their daughter happy. 


This capricious character, which has 
manifeſted itſelf in her childliſſ and girliſn 
days, is preparing accumulated ſorrow for 
her infatuated parents.— The ſeaſon of 
love is at hand; and what is to be ex- 
pected from Arabella, when under the in- 


fluence of a paſſion that makes fools of the 
wile? | 


Vor. IV. F “Among 
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« Among other thoughtleſs indulgences, 
the amuſement of novel-reading has been 
permitted to exceſs.— She already poſſeſſes 
every preparative to romantic love ; and 
is, as it were, on the moment of entering 
into all the wilds of it. Without exerting 
any extraordinary power of prophecy, I 
may venture to foretell, that ſhe will ſoon 
make her parents curfe the criminal fond- 
neſs, againſt which no counſels of friend- 
ſhip, or admonitions of experience, were 

allowed to operate. Other comforts, it 
is to be hoped, are in ſtore for them; — 
for they will receive neither honour, ſup- 
port, or conſolation, from the virtues of 
Arabella : Their own falſe and fooliſh 
tenderneſs has blaſted them for ever. 


. 
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c But here is a whimſical woman 

_ of another ſort, age, and complexion; 
whofe ſtrange affectation, however, would 

be ill- treated, were it followed by any thing 

but laughter. She is a widow lady, of 

high rank ; and though ſhe has but juſt 
fight 
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ſight enough to ſee her way, and diſcover 
ſomething of the form of large objects, it 
is her particular fancy to converſe and att 
& if ſhe had the beam of a lynx. She is 
come here to amuſe an hour in viewing 
the pictures, not a fingle figure of which 
can ſhe diſtinguiſh ;—and if her compa- 
nion, on whom ſhe leans, were to attempt 
to correct her in any of her neceſſary miſ- 
takes, ſhe would not only be diſmiſſed 
from a very good ſituation, but have hei 
name eraſed out of a will, in which it is, 
at preſent, joined to a conſiderable le- 
gacy, as a reward for her pliant ſubſervi- 
ence to the reigning foibles of her pa- 
troneſs. 


But the good lady does not eſcape, 
as you may ſuppoſe, without cauſing a good 
deal of mirth among her acquaintance.— 
It was but yeſterday that ſhe paid a viſit to 
a certain Ducheſs; and, after ſaying a great 
many fine things to a fire- ſcreen, inſtead 
of her Grace, ſhe aroſe to look at a very 
large picture of monkies, whoſe ſplendid 
F 2 frame 
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frame had ſtruck upon her ken; and, 
after appearing to examine it with great 
attention, through her glaſs, ſhe pro- 
nounced it to be a very fine tamily piece, 
from the very great reſemblance of the por- 
traits to her Grace and my Lord Duke.” 


& This circumſtance,” obſerved Don 
Cleofas, might, notwithſtanding the folly 
of it, be attended with ſome degree of 
mortification.“ © You are moſt un- 
doubtedly right,” replied Aſmodeus; 
& and if the family had been, as ſome are, 
remarkable for any perſonal defect, the 
compariſon, accidental as it was, would 
not have been very graciouſly received ; 
but, in the inſtance I have juſt related, 
there is too great an aſſemblage of family 
beauty, to be at all diſconcerted by the 
curious compliment. 


«© But now let me aſk my friend, what 
is his opinion of this portrait of a female 
figure, in a white robe, who is repreſented 

as 


_ _ 7 


IN ENGLAND. 125 


as feeding a pigeon.” —* The act,“ ſaid 
the Count, is characteriſtic of a benevolent 
mind, and the lady ſeems to wear the fea- 


tures which are frequently the diſtinguiſn- 


ing marks of an amiable diſpoſition.” 
© It is very true,” replied the Demon; 
« the original of this picture is a woman of 
very ſingular humanity, and I will give 
you an example of it. Some time fince, 
ſhe was miſtreſs of a beautiful fer of cream- 
coloured ponies, which ſhe was very fond 
of driving in a phaeton; but, becoming 
tired of that amuſement, ihe determined 
to diſpoſe of them, and gave her orders 
accordingly :— reflecting, however, that 
her favourite little horſes might not mect 
with ſuch kind treatment from another as 
they had done from her, — ſhe changed her 
determination, and humanely ordered her 
coachman to cut their throats. 


* With this truly compaſſionate lady, 
then,” ſaid Don Cleofas, *©* we will finiſh, 
if you pleaſe, our preſent viſit :—I have 

F 3 ſcen 
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feen enough of copies, and ſhould be glad 
to return to our purſuit of originals.” 
« Your Lordſhip has anticipated me,“ 
anſwered the Demon, „for I was on the 
moment of making the fame propoli- 
tion. Indeed, I muſt beg your conſent to 
let me diſpoſe of you for half an hour, as I 
have a little errand of conſequence to per- 
form, on which you cannot be permitted 
to accompany me.—I will not, however, 
leave you entirely without amuſement to 
fill up the interval till my return and 
there, continued Aſmodeus, as they 
quitted the houſe, © are the good people 
whom I ſhall employ for that purpoſe.— 
The ſmart little woman, who is walking 
round the garden of the ſquare, with a 
gentleman in boots, muſt have the uncon- 
ſcious honour of entertaining you, nll I 
have the pleaſure of ſeeing you again.— 
You will join the party immediately, and, 
without being viſible to their optics, you 
ſhall both hear and underſtand the ſubject 
of their converſation. The Count obeyed 

without 
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without heſitation the commands of his 
diabolic maſter, and was entertained with 
the following little hiſtory. 


© It is ſo long,” ſaid the gentleman, 
© ſince I ſaw you laſt, and you were then 
© ſo much younger than you are at preſent, 
© that if I had paſſed you every day of my 
© life, I ſhould not have recollected your 
* features ;—I thank you, therefore, for 
* making yourſelf known to me, as I 
© ſhould be moſt happy to be of ſervice 
* tothe child of people whom I had known 
© and regarded in my early years, —Your 
© appearance, is not, I muſt own, of a 
© nature to make me very ſanguine in my 
© expectations that your ſituation is as I 
could wiſh it; —but, whatever, it may 
be, your unreſerved communication of 
it, can alone enable me to become your 
© friend.” 


a „ „ 


© Your ſuſpicions, Sir,“ anſwered the 
young woman, are but too well di- 
F4 directed; 


128 DEVIL UPON TWO srickxs 


reted ;—but it is now my duty, as well 
as my intereſt, to ſpeak the truth ; and 
I will give a very faithful outline of my 
life, ſince I turned my back on that home 
to which I have continually, and moſt 
anxiouſly wiſhed to be reſtored. 


© I need not tell you, who know the 
* world fo well, that there is no excuſe ſo 
* favourable to the wiſhes of a girl who 
© has a mind to run away from home, as 
© a father-in-law, or a mother-in-law ;— 
the ſecond marriage of my mother af- 
© forded me this excuſe, — and I availed 
* myſelf of it, to eſcape from what I 
© thought proper to conſider domeſtic ty- 
* ranny, in order to find liberty and hap- 
* pineſs in the arms of a ſtrolling player. 


© Thisevent like all that have followed, 

© did not anſwer my expectations. The 
© hero whom I had admired on the ſtage, 
© proved but a miſerable figure be- 
* hind the ſcenes ; and I ſoon diſcovered 
S the 
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the fond deſcriptions which my lover had 
given me of happineſs, to exiſt only in 
the pages of thoſe plays from whence 
he borrowed them. I, however, poſ- 
ſeſſed ſome little ambition, and deter- 
mined to ſtrut my hour upon the ſtage. 
My education, as you well know, could 
not have been very brilliant, - but my 
memory was good, and I did not find it 
ditticult to repeat the part which I could 
ſcarce read. —I had vivacity enough for 
comedy, and ſpirit enough for tragedy, 
but the natural hoarſeneſs of my voice 
prevented me from ſuccceding in either, 
even on the boards of a kbarn.— I was, 
theretore, obliged to content my ſelf with 
making one in a dance, or adding my 
figure io che train of a prog ſſio. i. 


© The perſon, however, with whom TI 
lived, having ſome fkill in mus, and 
a voice winen was thought ſuperier to 
an it iner uit ſituation, became engaged 
to perform at a Latte Roy :i!,—and 
thither I accompanied him. The fplen- 

Fs dor 


130 DEVIL UPON TWO STICKS 


dor of our new ſituation, when compared 
* with the wretched ſhifts of a ftrolling 
* company, made me ambitious to enter 
© upon the ſcene, if it were only to bear 
© a torch, or to add a ſcream to a chorus. 
* But, in ſpite of all my endeavours, I could 
© not ſucceed;—and my gallant aſſuring 
me, after ſome months inſtruction, that 
I had not any ear whatever for mufic,— 
© a very ſerious quarrel enſued between 
© us, which, as I thought, juſtified my 
* proving unfaithful to him, and attach- 
ing myſelf to another, who, by declaring 
* that I had the notes of a nightingale, 
very eaſily won me to him.—But my 
© new lover, all enamoured as he was, 
© ſoon diſcovered, in his turn, ſome very 
* unmuſical tones in my voice, and the 
harmony of our affections was ſoon diſ- 
* ſolved. 


Experience, indeed, has at length 
* convinced me, that my notes are of an 
* harſher nature than I could have ſuſ- 
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pected; and fo uniform have been the 
complaints of them, from every perfon 
with whom I have ſince been connected, 
that I am forced, at laſt, to acknow- 
ledge them as unpleaſant even to my- 
ſelf.—In fhort, Sir, the continual diſ- 
cord in which I have been engaged, with 
one and another, has made me look with 
a longing eye to that home, which I 
left becauſe I was not happy, and to 
which I moſt ardently long to return, 
becauſe, ſince I left it, I have never 
ceaſed to be miſerable. 


© I hegleave to repeat the word e- 
rable ;—tor, however gay, — however va- 
ried, and however pleaſurable, a life of 
proſtirution may, at times, prove, the 
intervals are too dreadful to be deſcribed : 
nay, the very means which are em- 
ployed to chaſe away reflection. to 
deaden remembrance—to. baniſh appre- 
henſion, and. animate hope, are but fo 


many opiates, which, while they aTord 
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a ſhort-lived caſe to pain, poiſon the 
very roots of virtue and happinels, 


© What is the miſtreſs even of a man of 
faſhion, but a pampered being, whom a 
moment's caprice may fink from a vis- a- 
vis to a dunghill. A man of ſenti- 
ment, indeed, would diſmiſs her with 


© kindneſs; or, at leaſt, he would not 


leave her to the horrors of poverty and 
diſtreſs. But what muſt be her feelings, 
if a grain of ſenſibility remains in her 
breaſt, when his laſt adieu is accompa- 
nied with thole whole ſome countels 
which ſhe has not the reſolution to fol- 
low?“ 


Promiſcuous connexion is ſtill worſe. 
To hang on the arm of a young lawyer, 
at a public place, to night;— to be 
whirled, the following dav, in a young 
merchant's phacton to Fpſoim-races ;— 
and to figure, onthe third evening, with. 
a ſmart cockade, in the green boxes of 


a play- 
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© a play- houſe; - hat is it all but a mi- 
© ſcrable exiſtence? Or, if the expected vi- 
© ſitor does not come, to fally forth, in 
order to find the accidental lover,— what 
ais it but greater miſery : Or to become 
© ſtationary with a man you diſlike, who 
© dare not paſs you off as his wife; and 
* has it in his power to turn you into the 
© ſtreet, whenever he pleaſes, as a dif- 
© carded and faded miſtreſs ;=—what is it 
* all, but milery indeed! 


© IT ſhall not deſcend into a further de- 

« ſcription of the wretched life in which I 
© am engaged, becauſe, thank Heaven, 
© I have not yet known it:—1 ſhall, 
© therefore, conclude my melancholy ſtory, 
with a ſolemn and experimental decla- 
ration, that the loweſt ſituation of v:r- 
tue is better than the higheſt el-vation 
of vice and with offering the with of 
my heart, that the friends of iny ouch 
* would forgive my errors, and take back 
their poor ſtroller, who has 10 long been 
| © tired. 
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* tired of ſtrolling in the paths of error, to 
© give her a final and faving admiſhon to 
© the home of virtue.” 


© Well,” faid the gentleman, after walk - 
ing a few paces in ſilence, if your ac- 
© tions keep pace with your words, —and 
© you give me thoſe proofs of your fince- 
© rity which I ſhall require,—\ou may 
© depend upon my obtaining for you that 
* forgiveneſs from your mother, which 
© will be accompanied with her beſt pro- 
© tection from the temptations and diſ- 
© trefles of your prefent unhappy condi- 
* tion.” 


With this promiſe of friendſhip he 
took his leave ;—and, while Don Cleofas 
was obſerving, with ſome degree of aſ- 
toniſhmenr, that the countenance of the 
young woman did not betray all thoſe 
ſymptoms of ſatisfaction which he ſo na- 
turall / expected would ariſe, on the happy 
proſpect before her, Aſmodeus made his 

appear- 
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appearance, to ſatisfy him on the ſub» 
ject. 


ce 1 find you diſappointed,” ſaid the 
Demon, at perceiving the effects of 
difappointment, where, I can affure you, 
it is very ſeverely felt. That little artful 
baggage has told her ſtory, without any 
material variation from the truth ; but all 
the affected pathos of the buſineſs was in- 
troduced, in hopes of gaining a little 
immediate ſupply, of a pecuniary nature. 
If ſhe had obtained a few guineas, as ſhe 
fully expected, for her aſſumed repentance, 
the worthy man whom ſhe has been en- 
deavouring to dupe, would have ſeen her 
no more. A few months ago the ſtratagem 
would have ſucceeded ; but unluckily for 
her, he has of late become rather ſuſpici- 
ous of the ſex; and a very particular cir- 
cumſtance that befell him about ſix weeks 
ago, has implanted a ſentiment in kis 
breaſt which it had never known before, 
Nor will you, I believe, expreſs any aſto- 
niſhment 
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niſhment at it, when I have explained to 
you the cauſe of ſuch an unexpected change 
in his nature. 


c You muſt know then, that till the 
event which I am about to tell you, this 
gentleman was remarkable for his gene- 
rous and unſuſpecting dif; oſition; nor 
had the common ingratitude of mankind 
and ordinary diſappointments of friendſhip, 
been able, in any degree, to diminiſh it. 
But, about two years ago, he connected 
himſelf with a young woman, whoſe per- 
ſonal charms and affectionate attentions, 
had attached him ſo foucly to her, that 
his intimate friends entert ined very ſeri- 
ous apprehenſions leſt he ſhould form an 
mdiflolubic union with her. 


This favourite miſtreſs was maintain- 
ed by him ina very handſome manner :— 
He had tix<d her in an hoat-, in one of 
the moſt faſ tionale fireets which he had 
furniſl. ed with great elegance; and a black 

{cryant, 
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ſervant, in a livery enriched with ſilver- 
lace, was uſed to follow her, in her morn- 
ing promenades. When ſhe became preg- 
nant, her friend was enchanted, and there 
is not a doubt, but that ſoon after ſhe had 
made him a father, he would have made 
her a wife; but, moſt unfortunately for 
her, when the child made its entry into 
the world, it appeared to wear the colour 
of the ſervant, inſtead of that of the 
maſter. 


The conſequence of this unexpected 
buſineſs was, that as ſoon as the lady re- 
covered ſtrength ſufficient to be removed, 
the was ordered to quit the houſe; and with 
a purſe of guineas, and a load of frippery, 
was turned into the wide world, to ſeek 
another place of reſt, with her tawny bant- 


ling and fable paramour. 


* From that moment this worthy man 
has been the ſlave of ſuſpicion ; and tho 
the virtue of benevolence is too deeply 

rootey 
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rooted in his nature to be eradicated from 
it, he will never again yield to its emo- 
tions without the moſt complete convic- 
tion, that the object who ſolicits his 
favours, is indubitably deſerving of 
them. 


t I perceive,” continued the Demon, 
« that you are preparing to let off a volley 
of very fine ſentiments on the bufineſs ; 
but female falſehood and artifice are ſuch 
ſtale ſubjects, that I ſhall take upon me 
to interrupt you, without any ccremony,— 
and, with as little, to introduce you to a 
few morning viſits, where, I believe, we 
ſhall find ſomething for your preſent en- 
tertainment; and, if it fhall fo pleaſe you, 
for your future reflection. A ſtreet in the 
neighbourhood, will afford us all we can 
wiſh, and the window of an attic-ſtory, - 
will grant us a poſition to command the 
different ſcenes which 1 ſhall have the 


honour of unfolding to you. 


In 
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In an inſtant they were in poſſeſſion of 
the propoſed ſituation ; and the Count had 
ſcarce time to look a little about him, 
when Aſmodeus directed his attention to 
the firſt- floor of the houſe immediately 
oppoſite to them. 


«© The two ladies, faid he, whom 
you ſee there, converſing with ſo much 
cordiality, form a very ſingular coalition; 
for they are the wife and the miſtreſs of the 
ſame gentleman.” © A ſingular coalition 
indeed, exclaimed the Count; but do, 
I pray you, explain to me, upon what 
liberal, or illiberal principle, can they have 
adopted ſuch an harmonic ſyſtem.” 


The wife,” anſwered the Demon, 

« is a very ſenſible woman, and gives no 
ſmall proof of her title to that character, 
by the conduct I am about to relate to 
you. She well knows it to be beyond the 
reach of poſſibility to keep her huſband, 
who 
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who is, in every other reſpect, an irre- 
proachable character, within the bounds 
of rigid fidelity :— She, therefore, very 
wiſely exerts her utmoſt endeavours to pre- 
vent -that failing from being, as little as 
poſſible, diſnonourable to himſelf, and in- 
jurious to his family. She is, therefore, 
very ſolicitous to fix his preference on the 
preſent object of it; as ſhe believes her 
to be a woman who does honour to a 
diſhonourable character, and poſleſſes 
ſentiments which would become a better 
ſituation: and being informed this morn- 
ing that her huſb ind has lately paid ſome 
ſuſpicious attentions to a figurante of the 
Opera, ſhe did not heſitate to make this 
very unexpected viſit; and having ex- 
plained, in the moſt unreſerved manner, 
the real cauſe of it, theſe two very ſenſible 
women immediately entered upon the 
important buſineſs, in which they are now 
engaged, of forming a plan to keep this 
worthy man to themſel ves. 


«© I muſt 
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e I muſt really acknowledge, faid 
Don Cleofas, that this arrangement, 
taken in all its circumſtances, has no 
common merit; and that thoſe women 
who are capable of making jealouſy ſub- 
ſervient even to their intereſt, mult poſſeſs 
very ſuperior minds. 


« But tell me, I beg of you, what mer- 
ry ideas play on the fancy of that gen- 
tleman who has juſt let himſelf out of the 
adjoining houſe; and who, to all appear- 
ance, can ſcarce walk along, from the 
violence of his laughter.” * The female 
tele d ttte,” anſwered Aſmodeus, in 
the drawing-room of the ſame houſe, 1s the 
cauſe of his mirth, and when TI have ex- 
plained the circumſtances of the ſcene, it 
is not impoſſible, but you may find a ſi- 
milar attack upon your rifible propen- 
ſity. 


«© There is nothing ſo . pleaſant, my 
good friend, as female friendſhip. Lady 
E 
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E B——— and Mrs. M 5 
are moſt inſeparable. They are ſo happy 
when they are together and they are fo 
unhappy when they are aſunder, that lan- 
guage fails in adequate expreſſions to con- 
vey their ſentiments on the happineſs or 
miſery of theſe reſpective ſituations.— 
Though they have paſſed the morning 
with each other, they embrace when they 
meet in the evening, with all the ardour 
of long ſeparated lovers. Nevertheleſs, 
they are not ſo blinded by their mutual 
attachment, as to be inſenſible to each 
others failings. 


« A gentleman called on Lady E——— 
B—— this morning, and on enquiring 
after her friend, Mrs. M , received 
the following anſwer :”— © She is certainly 
© a charming woman, and I love her vaſtly, 
and I believe ſhe loves me better than 
© any thing in the world, except her own 
* foot and ancle. They are rather pretty 
to be ſure, — but ſtill, you know, it is 
| © abo- 


5 
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© abominably tireſome to ſee a woman in 
* a continual diſplay of any caſual per- 
© fections ſhe may poſſeſs. She cannot 
© fit upright in her chair, for fear they 
© ſhould not be ſeen ; and, in croſſing a 
© couple of yards of clean pavement, to 
© get from the door to the coach, ſhe 
* draws her dreſs half way up her legs, 
in order that any accidental paſſenger 
© may view the ſymmetry that belongs to 
© them. But ſhe is incorrigible, and muſt 
© be left to the ridicule which is drawn on 
© her by her coquettiſh folly,” 


* The gentleman ſoon after made his 
bow, and in the courſe of the morning 
preſented himſelf to Mrs. M and, 
among things, mentioned that was 
come from having the pleaſure of ſeeing 
Lady E B———,” The beſt 
creature in the world! exclaimed her 
friend; I love her infinitely but, if 
* you have any intereſt with her La'ſhip, 
* I wiſh you would prevail upon her to 

pay 
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© paya little more attention to appear- 
© ances. Though ſhe has a very plain 
face indeed, and is as clumſy as a plough - 
© boy, ſhe might, nevertheleſs, contrive 
© to put on her cloaths ſo as to look ſome- 
thing better than a chamber- maid. To 
tell you the truth, I have often heard it 
obſerved of her La'ſhip, that if it were 
not for the ſervant who follows her, ſhe 
would, eſpecially if ſhe was a little 
handſomer, be taken for I know not 
what.” 


A - * * A * * 


c As Mrs. M was ſpeaking, the 
door opened, — Lady E 1—— 
was announced, — the two friends flew into 
each others arms, and could ſcarce ex- 


preſs the ardour of their reciprocal con- 


gratulations. At this moment, the gen- 
tleman glided away, as any other gentle- 
man would have done, and as you have 
ſeen him do; and will ſerve as a ſubject 
for the morning ridicule of them both.” 


From 
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* From what I have obſerved,” replied 
Don Cleofas, ** the characters of men ap- 
pear to vary in different countries ; but 
women, I believe, are the fame in every 
part of the globe.” 


& In the next houſe,” ſaid Aſmodeus, 
e you may ſee two gentlemen, one of 
whom is dreſſed in mourning, who are 
engaged in ſettling a little account, in 
which they poſſeſs a mutual ſatisfaftion.— 
They are two young men of the world, 
who are above being ſubject to the con- 
troul of any principle or ſentiment but 
what they call honour. Some time ago, 
they laid a conſiderable wager on the 
lives, or rather, on the deaths of their 
reſpective fathers, The gentleman in 
black, is fo fortunate as to be the loſer ;— 
his father died in the middle of laſt month, 
and he 1s now paying the money, which 
he does with a great deal of ſatisfaction, 
as the event which ſubjects him to this 
payment, has put him in poſſeſſion of fix 

Vol. IV. 8 thou- 
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thouſand pounds a year : while the win- 
ner receives the bet as ſomething of a tem- 
porary conſolation for the mortifying de- 
lay of a ſimilar event:—I mean the death 
of his father.” 


« But what is the cauſe of all that con- 
fuſion, ſaid the Count, which I fee in 
the houſe to the left of us ?-And what 
offence has the culprit committed, who is, 
at this moment, turned into the ſtreet, by 
a gentleman in a naval uniform ?”—*< Ir 
is his valet de chambre,“ anſwered Aſmo- 
deus, who is in the predicament which 
you ſeem to pity, and the circumſtance is 
rather of a laughable nature. 


ce The maſter of this faithful ſervant 
has been for ſome years very much attach- 
ed to a lady who, during that time, has 
lived in his houſe, and governed his fami- 
ly, nor has he ſeen any cauſe whatever to 
ſuſpect her fidelity. But arriving in town, 
rather unexpeCtedly, this morning, he 
found 
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found his truſty valet in bed with his 
miſtreſs. Though extremely enraged at 
ſuch a diſcovery, he commanded his paſ- 
ſions ſo far, as to wait till the highly fa- 
voured domeſtic was prepared to appear 
before him ;—when, on aſking the raſcal, 
in a very peremptory tone, how he dared to 
take the liberty in which he had been de- 
tected, he replied with great calmnels, 
and without the leaſt heſitation, that his 
maſter, when he entered into his ſervice, 
had particularly enjoined him to obey the 
Lady's commands in every thing ; and 
that ſhe had, the preceding night, com- 
manded him to go to bed to her. This 
very inſulting and unexpected reply, has 
occaſioned that violent guſt of paſſion 


which has driven the offender into the 
ſtreet,” 


The buſineſs is laughable enough,” 
ſaid the Count, and no rule of the dra- 
ma appears to me to have been violated 
in the conduct of it. For my own part, 
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had I been the ſervant, I ſhould have 
obeyed the commands of my miſtreſs ; and 
had I been the maſter, I ſhould have turn- 
ed him out of doors for it. But my good 
friend, very contrary to his uſual prac- 
tice, ſeems to have forgotten the lady, 

—what is become of her?“ 


* If you will take the trouble, an- 
fwered the Demon, © of direfting your 
looks to the upper-ſtory, you will ſee the 
offending fair one, who, after conſulting 
with her femme de chambre on the bufi- 
neſs, has began to pack up her parapher- 
nalia; that in cafe ſhe ſhould be ſent off 
in the ſame whirlwind with her paramour, 
ſhe may be prepared to take her move- 
ables along with her.” 


Talking of moveables,” ſaid Don 
Cleofas, I ſee a very pretty quantity of 
them diſplayed on a table in the parlour 
almoſt oppoſite to us; and if I might 
judge from their appearance, they have 

been 
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been but very lately removed from the 
ſilverſmith's ſhop to the poſſeſſion of the 
lady who is now examining them with 
ſuch apparent ſatisfaction.“ She is mar- 
ried,” ſaid Aſmodeus, © to a gay Weſt 
Indian of large fortune, who loves her 
better than any thing in the world, except 
a little diſſipated harlot by whom he is 
infatuated. This very morning he order- 
ed a compleat ſervice of dreſſing plate for 
the baggage, but the filverſmith, ſome how 
or other, miſtook the object of the com- 
miſſion, and has made a moſt confounded 
blunder indeed, by ſending it to the wife 
inſtead of the miſtreſs. The gallant gen- 
tleman, however, after ſwearing pretty 
handſomely at the tradeſman, will very 
wiſely aſſume at home all the merit of 
the preſent, whoſe accidental deſtination 
he curſes in his heart. 


o Thar violent buſtle at the door of 
a large houſe immediately to the right of 
us, ariſes from a circumſtance which 


G 3 might 


159 DEVIL UPON TWO STICA3 


might make goed men look grave, but 
will furniſh many an hearty laugh among 
the men of the town. 


% The gentleman who lives there, poſ- 
ſeſſing the advantage of perſonal privilege, 
from being a member of Parliament, but 
without having a ſingle acre of proper- 
ty, contrives, by ſome ſecret art, to live in 
all the elegance and faſhion of an ampie 
fortune. Happening yeſterday morning 
to encounter one of his moſt importunate 
creditors in the ſtreet, he extricated him- 
ſelf from the man's ſolicitations, by ap- 
pointing kim to call as to-day, for the 
payinent of his demand; and not only 
deſired him to be punctual as to the time, 
but added, If my raſcals of fervants 
ſhould deny me, which I believe they 
frequently do, without my Knowledge, 
to ſave themſelves trouble, I defire you 
will not take their word, but walk on, 
without any ceremony, to my dreſſing- 
room, where I ſhall be ready to receive 

you. 
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you.“ Solaced with theſe kind aſſu- 
rances, the good man took his leave 
with every expreſſion of acknowledgement; 
and the amiable gentleman, on his return 
home, gave particular orders to his ſer- 
yants, when this perſon called the next 
morning, on no account whatever to ad- 
mit him into the houſe. 


« At the time appointed, however, the 
unſuſpecting tradeſman appeared at the 
door, and, on the maſter of the houſe be- 
ing denied, he puthed forwards as he had 
been inſtructed; the ſervants had received 
their inſtructions alſo, and he was, at 
firſt, oppoſed with remonſtrance and mo- 
deration, When, however, he ſtrove with 
a very perſevering fpirit to effect his 
purpoſe, — force became abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary; and he has been diſcarded, as you 
fee, from the door with that violence 
which has buried all his hopes of pay- 
ment in the filth of a kennel. He is now 
threatening the utmoſt revenge of legal 
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proſecution ; but his friends will adviſe 
him to fave himſelf from general ridicule, 
by concealing in filence that cataſtrophe, 
which he had not the common under- 
ſtanding to foreſce. 


* That gentleman who is paſſing be- 
low us, is a man of a certain turn of hu- 
mour, but who poſſeſſes a thouſand good 
qualities. He has lately loſt his wife ;— 
nay, it was but laſt week that he conſigned 
her with all that philoſophy which marks 
a wiſe man, to the tomb of her anceſtors.” 
% For my part,” ſaid the Count, «I 
ſhould rather have conceived, from the 
cheerfulneſs of his aſpect and the ſmart- 
neſs of his apparel, that he had been a 
bridegroom, rather than a widower; and 
that inſtead of having juſt loſt a wife, he 
had juſt got one. On what whimſical 
principle can he reconcile his diſpenſing 
with the uſual ſolemnity of ſables on the 
mourntul occaſion ?” 


ec To 
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& To tell you the truth,” anſvered 
Aſmodeus, © which, by the bye, he does 
not ſcruple to tell all the world. his late 
ſpouſe was ſuch a termagant devil, and, 
of courſe, led him ſuch a lif, that he 
abſolutely wiſhes to publiſh the ſatisfac- 
tion he fecls at being rid of her, —by thus 
adapting his exterior appearance to the 
joy of his heart. —He has, however, or- 
dered a large bunch of black crape to be 
tied round the neck of the dog which fol- 
lows kim, who was occaſionally favoured 
by a kind word from his late miſtreſs.— 
and is, therefore, the only one of the fa- 
mily who has any caute whatever to re- 
gret her. 


«© By way of contraſt, give a little of 
your attention to that lady in mo rning, 
who is fi:ting at a table, and converſing 
with a gei.tleman in a urels of tte ſame 
colour. —She has lately been deprived of 
the beſt huſband in the world, —and has 
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put on the apparel of deep diſtreſs, in or- 
der to make people believe that ſhe laments. 
his loſs. Her weeds are not only ar- 


ranged according to the moſt rigid regu- 


Jations of widowhood, — but ſhe confines 


herſelf to her room, — ſees little or no com- 
pany,—and, in regarding with moiſtened 
eyes the portrait of that moſt excellent 
man her huſband, which hangs before 
her, ſhe finds her beſt, and, indeed, her 
only conſolation.— This is the language 
ſhe holds to the few who are admitted to 
the friendly, but fruitleſs endeavours to 
afford her conſolation; and fuch is the 
diſcourſe ſhe is now addreſſing to her pre- 
ſent viſitor, who was a near relation, and 
intimate friend of the man ſhe deplores. — 
When, however, he has taken his leave, 
ſhe will immediately ſet about finiſhing a 
long letter to a very handſome young man, 
in the North, her criminal attachment to 
whom, hurried her doting huſband to his 


grave . 
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& In the garr:'t of the ſame houſe, a 
very curious, though not uncommon ce- 
remony is performing, to which I ſhall 
introduce you.—A footman of the family 
died chere laſt night, who was remarkable 
for a very fine head of hair ;—and a faſhi- 
onable peruquier, who has made a pur- 
chaſe of it from the nurſe, is now engaged 
in ſeparating it from the crple,. in order 
to form it into a braid for a lady of qua- 
lity, 


ce Rut I ſee a number of ſervants,” faid 
the Count, all employed in raiſing a lad- 
der to a window, at which a gentleman ap- 
pears in a ſtate of as much diſtreſs and 
unpacience as if the houſe were on fire, and 
the flames at his heels; yet + do not per- 
ceive any [ſymptoms of ſuch an accident. — 
To the uſe of a ladder, at midnight, 1 am 
not altogether a. ſtranger, as your Wor- 
ſhip well knows but the deſcending in 
this manner, from-an upper ſtory, at mid - 
day, and in. the face of tne word, is a 
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piece of gallantry, which is ſo far from 
being familiar to my experience, that it 
is beyond the reach even of my compre- 
henſion.“ 


« The hiſtory of this buſineſs,” faid 
the Demon, is of that peculiar nature, 
as, at the ſame moment, to excite the op- 
poſite ſenſations of diſguſt and merriment, 
One abhors the tranſaction, without being 
able to refrain from laughing at it. 


« The houſe which now attracts your 
notice, belongs to a noble Lord, whoſe. 
character will be better explained by the 
account I am about to give you, than by 
a long d. clame tion on the ſubject. —It 
may be neceſſary, hozever, to obſerve, 
that his Lordſhip's principal pleaſure con- 
fits in aTociating with that kind of men 
who will ſubinit to his folly, and join in 
his exceſſes for the lake of keeping com- 
pany with a lord, and enjoying the good 
things of his table.— Ihe perſon whom 

you 
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you have ſeen eſcape from the window, 
is one of theſe reſpectable people, — and 
was particularly invited to the honour of 
break faſt ing, this morning, with his noble 
patron.— Previous, however, to his arrival, 
the choc ol ite had been medicated with a 
very ſtrong purgative drug; and of that 
balmy fluid the favoured gueſt was per- 
ſuaded, without much difficulty, to take 
a very plentiful portion. — He was then in- 
vited, by the noble lady of the houſe, with 
a very innocent politeneſs, to waſh it down 
with a few cups of tea. When his Lord- 
{hip imagined the ſeaſon of operation was 
drawing nigh, he quietly quitted the 
room; and, having double-locked the 
doors of it, he put the keys in his pocket, 
and fallied forth to take his morning 
walk, —lcaving his wife and his friend 
totally unfuſpicious of the project * 
was formed againſt them. 


© In a very ſhort time, however, the 
latter was ſeized with a ſudden, and moſt 
preſſing 
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preſſing neceſſity to quit the room ;—but 
he found, to his utter aſtoniſhment and 
diſmay, on making application to the 
doors, that all paſſage from thence was 
denied him. Modeity had long been a 
ſtrang r to his character; and, as for any 
delicacy of ſentiment, of any kind, he had 
never known it :— But he now felt himſelf 
in a predicament, for once in his life, 
when he experience] ſomething like the 
influence of both. —T o do him juſtice, his 
diſtreſs was extreme;—there was not a 
cloſet to. receive, nor a ſcreen to hide 
him ; and the lady, who could not com- 
prehend, at firſt, the cauſe of his ſtrange 
confuſion, became, in a ſhort time, in- 
expreſſibly confuſed herſelf, by the cere- 
mony that explained it. 


© To force the locks was impoſſible ; 
and to break through double doors was 
not very practicable. — In ſhort, there was 
no other method to effect an eſcape, but 
that which you have juſt witnefled ; and, 
before 
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before ſuch an arrangement could be pre- 
pared, a ſcene was acted, of which I p-r- 
ceive, by the diſtortions of your counte- 
nance, that you have an adequate idea.— 
To crown the whole, the amiable and de- 
cent nobleman is now diverting himſelf 
and companions with an account of the 
ſituation in which he left his lady and his 
friend; and delighting himſelf with de- 
fcribing the probable circumſtances of 


diſtreſs which have taken place between 
them.” 


c There is, I muſt confeſs,” ſaid the 
Count, ſomething ridiculous in the bu- 
ſineſs; and a momentary ſmile may eſcape 
one on the recital of it; but, nevertheleſs, 
I feel ſuch a degree of indignant contempt 
for this wretched animal of a lord, that 
you could not afford me a greater fatisfac- 
tion than by making me witneſs to the 
revenge which will be taken of him for 
ſuch a groſs and unmanly violation of de- 
cency and honour. 
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„ As for the worthy gentleman,” re- 
plied the Demon, © whoum you ſaw de- 
ſcend the ladder with ſuch ridiculous 
precipitation, his heart has too much of 
the milk of human nature to meditate 


reſentment. Nay, fo perfectly amiable is 


his diſpoſition, that he will, this very 
evening, ſup with his Lordſhip, and 


join in the laugh againſt himſelf. —The 


lady, indeed, feels ſome ſort of diſpleaſure 
at the inſult which has been offered her, 
and affects more. She will, however, 
conſole herſelf, by conſidering it as an ex- 
cuſe for certain agreeable liberties which 
ſhe has been, for ſome time, in the habit 
of. taking with her charming huſband; and 
which, after the late treatment ſhe has re- 
ceived, the faſhionable world will be very 
much diſpoſed to juſtify. —His Lordſhip's 
heart i», without doubt, a very beallly 
one ; and, as for his head, her Lidyſhip 
has long ſince taken care to give that 


che faine character, —In ſhort, he wants 


nothing 
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nothing but cloven feet, to be as complete 
a brute as ever fed in a paſture, 


% But I muſt take you from ſuch groſs 
and indecent company, and ſhall beg your 
attention to a ſcene of a very difterent 
complexion, now performing in the par- 
lour of that houſe, before whoſe door a 
very elegant chariot is in waiting. We 
have juſt been in the ſociety of people who 
have no conſcience at all ; but I ſhall now 
preſent you with a very ſtriking example 
of the influence of chat monitor of the 
human heart, in repeating to you a con- 
verſation that is taking place between a 
man of faſhion and a reſpectable clergy- 
man, whom you may obſerve to be ſpeak- 
ing with a degree of warmth which marks 
the intereſt they both rake in the ſubject 
of their diſcourſe. This, indeed, is not a 
matter, which, as a Devil, I ought to 
communicate to you, —but, for your ſake, 
I ſhall not feel a mortification in be- 
coming, for once, a lecturer on the na- 

| tural 
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tural philoſophy of the human mind.—Tt 
is as follows : 


G.—< If I do not greatly mitake, 
Sir, you occupied the pulpit of St. 3 
© church, on the morning of laſt Sunday. 


C.— It is very true, Sir; I preached 
© there on that day, and at the time you 


5 mention,” 


G.—* Then, Sir, permit me to aſk you, 
on what, or whoſe ſuggeſtion you thought 
© proper to point out myſelf, and a certain 
© lady, who were both of us preſent, to 
the congregation ; as having that kind 
of connection with each other, againſt 
which your ſermon was fo expreſsly and 
forcibly delivered.” 


C.—* You muſt really, Sir, Jo me the 
© favour to explain yourſelf further, be- 


fore I can 6 comprehend the 
© buſineſs, 
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bu ſineſs, to give you a ſatisfactory an- 
{wer.” 


(,— I muſt entreat you not to make 
an attempt at equivocation, as I am, by 
no means, in a ſtate of mind to put up 
with it,—You cannot forget that your 
declamation was employed againſt adul- 
tery; and, throughout the whole of 
* your diſcourſe, your eye was continu- 
© ally upon me or the lady I have already 
mentioned, though we were in different 
parts of the church.—1I therefore deſire 
© to know upon what information you 
ground your knowledge of our intimacy; 
© and, if you ſhould be able to produce 
© the beſt, by what authority you dare to 
© hold it forth to public notice ?? 


C.— I really pity you too much, to 
© feel the reſentment which you deſerve. — 
Sir, I neither know you nor the lady, — 
© and therefore it was impoſſible for me 
© to know that you had an adulterous 

connection 
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connection with each other: Indeed I 
© am ſincerely concerned that you have 
* yourſelf thought proper, in this very 
© ſtrange way, to make me the confidant 
© of your guilt,” 


G.— Such an anſwer, I cannot but 
conſider as a very mean and cowardly 
evaſion. However, Sir, your profeſſion 
obliges me to conſider you as a Gen- 
© tleman; and, in that character, I truſt 
© you will not refuſe to give me the perſonal 
« ſatisfaction I ſhall demand of you.— 
© You may be aſſured, Sir, that I will 
© not reſt till I have revenged the injury 
© you have done me, and the woman who 
© 1s dearer to me thanall the world be- 
© ſides.” 


C Yovr violence, Sir, does not give 

me the leaſt alarm; nor ſhall it prevent 
me from acting as I ought, by repeat- 
ing, on my honour and conſcience, as a 
_ © gentleman, and as a clergyman, that I 
© never 
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never, to my knowledge, ſaw or heard 
of you till this viſit My preaching 
in the church which you frequent, was 
purely accidental; but as I knew 
that it is attznded by a very faſhionable 
congregation, I was determined to preach 
with all the energy and powers I poſ- 
ſeſſed, againſt a very faſhionable vice: 
and as to my looking occaſionally to- 
wards two people who were guilty of 
it, that was alſo a matrer of accident, 
and aroſe from the habit of addreſſing 
myſelf to ſuch particular parts of a 
church, as may cauſe my voice to be 
more diſtinctly heard in every part of 
it. This, Sir, is the truth; and I 
ſhall not diſhonour the place from 
whence I delivered my offenſive doc- 
trine, nor the maſter whom J ſerve, by 
retracting or palliating a ſyllable of it; 
* and, if the declaration I have now made, 
does not fatisfy your wounded pride, I 
* ſtand before you, an unreſiſting object 

© of 
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© of your revenge; and if you chuſe to 
© add murder to adultery, the choice is. 
© with you. I have endeavoured to make 
* my life uſeful, by promulgating the 
* truths of that religion, to whoſe ſervice 
© I am devoted; nor am I afraid to die 
in ſupport of them. And now, Sir, let 
© me aſk, inrmy turn, how you and your 
© luſtful paramour dare to appear in a 
place of ſacred worſhip, with all the 
* rankneſs of your offence upon you; and 
© to inſult your Creator, by making the 
© ſolemnities of his religion a cloak for 
© one of the moſt obnoxious crimes that 
is engendered by the corruption of man- 
* kind? I ſhall, however, treat you bet- 
© ter than you deſerve, by being the faith- 
* ful depoſitory of a ſecret, which your 
* own folly has betrayed; and, while I 
* ſuramon my ſervant to open the door 
for you, I charitably and ſincerely ad- 
© viſe you, to go and fin no more, leſt a 
* worſe thing ſhould befal you.” 


cc The 


IN ENGLAND. 167 


© The clergyman,” continued Aſmo- 
deus, © as you may perceive, on the ar- 
rival of the ſervant, quits the room ; and 
the gentleman ſneaks to his chariot :—” 
In order, I ſuppoſe,” ſaid the Count, 
© to tell the lady the ill ſucceſs of his er- 
rand with the parſon.” © By no means,” 
replied the Demon; “he will, on the con- 
trary, return home; and after reflecting 
ſeriouſly on his ſituation, will determine 
to ſee her no more. But this 1s not all ;— 
in a very few days, ke will pay a ſecond 
viſit to the clergyman, to aſſure him of 
the reſolution he has taken,—to thank 
him for having produced it,—and to beg 
the honour and conſolation of his friend- 
ſhip during his life.” 


&« I really imagined,” ſaid Don Cleo. 
fas, that the clergy were, from the na- 
ture of their profeſſion, as much exempted 
as women from this kind of diſputation ; 
but, perhaps, it may be the cuſtom of this 
country to think otherwiſe. Indeed, if my 

eyes 
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eyes do not deceive me, as I moſt ſincerely 
with they may, I fee a gentleman, at this 
moment, with a piſtol in his hand, addreſ- 
ſing a young lady with that degree of ve- 
hement paſſion, as fills me with alarm, 
left he ſhould conclude his diſcourſe by 
putting an end to her exiſtence.” It 
is her father,” ſaid the Demon :—* Gra- 
cious Heaven!“ exclaimed the Count; 
ce is it poſſible?” © Do not interrupt 
me, replied Aſmodeus; * it is her father, 
and the hiſtory is a ſad one;—but you 
ſhall have it. 


“% The young lady, who is beautiful, 
amiable, and accompliſhed, has ſome time 
ago, been diſappointed in love ; and, in 
conſequence of a tender prepoſſeſſion, 
which occupies all the affections of her 
heart, ſhe has reſolutely oppoſed the re- 
iterated entreaties and commands of her 
parents, to accept the propoſals of a filly 
young man of large fortune, whom ſhe is 
diſpoſed to deteſt, Her father, whoſe af- 

fairs 
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fairs are very much on the decline, and 
who is, for many weighty reaſons, very 
deeply intereſted in the propoſed eſta - 
bliſhment of his daughter, has, after every 
other method had proved fruitleſs, deter- 
mined upon one which will prove ſucceſs. 
ful. In ſhort, he is now informing her, 
that he is on the very brink of ruin; that 


nothing can preſerve him from it, but her 


conſent to the match which has been pro- 
poſed ; and that if ſhe hefitates to receive 
his friend for her huſband, ſhe will, in a 
few minutes, be deprived of a father ;—as 
he is come with a determined reſolution to 
puniſh any further refuſal, by putting an 
end to his life in her preſence, 


© Thus is her conſent to be wretched, 
during the reſt of her days, wrung from 
her diſtracted mind; and ſhe will ſhortly 
enter upon a ſcene of ſplendid miſery, with 
an huſband whom ſhe cannot love, depri- 
ved of the conſolations of a father, whom 


ſhe can no longer reſpect; and reduced, as 
Vol. IV. H the 
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the only ſource, even of viſionary comfort, 
to ſooth her ſickly imagination with 
dreams of happineſs that will never be 
realized. 


© But we will turn from this ſcene of 
diſtreſs, to ſome object or other which may 
create, at leaſt, leſs painful ſenſations ; and 
that coach which has juſt ſtopped at the 
door of this very houſe on which we are 
perched, contains one which will ſuit our 


purpoſe. 


« It is an elderly woman of good for- 
tune, who has this morning paid five 
and twenty viſits, and found but one ad- 
mittance ; which happened, by the bye, 
from the ignorance of a new ſervant, who 
is not yet ſufficiently inſtructed in the de- 
nials of his lady. This good woman, as 
ſhe gives occaſional entertainments, has a 
very numerous acquaintance ; but has 
contrived to make her private ſociety 
avoided, as much as poſlible, by them 

= 
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all, from the poſſeſſion of a virtue that ſhe 
calls ſincerity, but which they denominate 
an irreſiſtible propenſity to ſay unpleaſant 
things. The truth is, that a certain blunt- 
neſs of thought and expreſſion, which how- 
ever diſagreeable to others, cannot be 
openly reſented or retorted as an affront, 
forms the whim, the habit, and the hap- 
pineſs of this old lady's life. It may, in- 
deed, at the ſame time, be obſerved, that 
thoſe people who pique themſelves on the 
virtue of a rude fincerity, or what they 
oftentimes call ſpeaking their minds, are 
very ſeldom known to poſſeſs any other. 


* From this pleaſant woman, I ſhall 
turn your attention to that worthy gentle- 
man who has juſt come out of his houſe, and 
meeting an acquaintance at the bottom 
of the ſteps, with whom he exchanged a 
few words, turned abruptly back again; 
Being told by a morning viſitor that it was 
the fineſt day there had been for a long 
time, he immediately dreſſed himſelf, took 
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his cane, and fallied forth to enjoy the 
charming weather, when meeting with a 
perſon, as you have juſt ſeen, who inform- 
ed him that though the ſun ſhone bright, 
there was a cutting wind in the ſhade, he 
hurried within doors, ordered his Study 
fire to be repleniſhed, and is preparing to 
guard himſelf againſt the inclemency of 
the ſeaſon. 


& He is an amiable, benevolent man, 
but has no will or opinion of his own ; and 
is always governed by that of the laſt per- 
ſon whom he has ſeen : ſo that his ſenti- 
ments are as unſteady and variable as the 
weathercock on his pariſh church. 


& An author whom he reads in the 
morning, may be the firſt writer in the 
world; at noon, perhaps, the work may 
have loſt ſome of its merit, and be inferior 
to many others on the fame ſubject; at 
night, the matter may be an entire pla- 
glary,—the ſty le turgid and unintelligible, 

and 
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and the book itſelf a groſs impoſition on 
the public. As for his religion, —he has 
been a member of the eſtabliſhed church, 
a Preſbyterian, an Anabaptiſt, a Moravian, 
and a Methodiſt ; nor would he have eſca- 
ped an occaſional fubmiiſon to the triple 
crown, if the preliminarics of initiation 
had not been too dilatory for his tranſient 
character. As for his politics, they are 
influenced by the ſame characteriſtic inſta- 
bility :—To-day, the Miniſter is a young 
man of the firſt talents, and the moſt 
patriot virtues. To-morrow, he may poſ- 
ſels a certain arbitrary ſpirit, and intrac- 
table temper, together with a want of ex- 
perience, which will render his admini- 
ſtration obnoxious to the public welfare. 
On the third day, he may be an hot-headed, 
vain, ambitious, filly, prating boy; and on 
the fourth, he may be the ſaviour of his 
country. Thus is this poor gentleman 
blown about by every wind of opinion. — 


and he will continue to be ſo, till fate has 


fixed him in the grave.” 
H 3 « 'That 
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*© That irreſiſtible power, as it appears 
to me,” ſaid Don Cleofas, has been 
buſy very near him; for I ſee, at this mo- 
ment, in an apartment of the adjoining 
houſe, the ſervitors of death buſily occupied 
in arraying a lifeleſs body for its long 
home.” It is very true, replied the 
Demon; © they are preparing the laſt ce- 
remonies for an unhappy man, who died 
by an act of his own deſpair. Ile has 
fallen a facrifice to the love of gaming, 
and the progreſs of his fatal paſſion will 
appear in the hiſtory, as it formed the prin» 
cipal feature, of his life. 


* Sir William B — was a man of 
fortune ; his paternal eſtate deſcended to 
him with the inconvenience of ſome in- 
cumbrances, but ſtill the clear revenue 
was very conſiderable. No ſooner did he 
attain the poſſeſſion of it, than he deter- 
mined to recover the follies of his father, 
and leave his fortune without any burden 


whatever, to his deſcendants, by the re- 
ſources 
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ſources of play. There requires, how- 
ever, more than a good end in view ; the 
means muſt be good by which it 1s pur- 
ſued, in order to found a rational claim to 
ſucceſs. ; 


“ Sir William, indeed, on the prin- 
ciple which experience has eſtabliſhed, 
was one of thoſe who could not gain, be- 
cauſe he ſet out with ſomething to loſe.— 
But he was not, at the ſame time, among the 
number of thoſe who are the obvious dupes 
of all that join them. He ſtudicd play as 
a ſcience, before he feriouſly engaged in 
the practice; he made himſelf maiter of 
the different games, and was perfect in the 
ſcience of calculation: he knew where the 
odds lay, and what they were, under every 
circumſtance ; and was alwavs clear in un- 
derſtanding the ſuperiority that one man 
poſſeſſed over another in the match, as 
well as under the different chances of the 
game. 
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With theſe advantages, and with a 
large capital, ſome might imagine that this 
gentleman fet out on a rational plan of 
improving his fortune by this honourable 
profeſſion. He himſelf, indeed, was of that 
opinion, but he was fatally deceived. Be- 
ſides all the practical knowledge that can 
be obtained of play, the poſſeſſion of pru- 
dence is eſſentially neceſſary : a command 
of temper is requiſite to give a man an 
opportunity of employing his talents, and 
without it, the moſt ſcientific lover of 
play, will become a dupe to a perſon of 
very inferior {kill, who is in the poſſeſſion 
of it. 


«© A knowledge of mankind is the lead- 
ing quality of a gameſter's character, and 
it is on that foundation he builds his aſſu- 
rance of plunder. He ſtudies the paſſions 
of thoſe with whom he affociates ; while 
he has none of his own; or, at leaſt, is 
never actuated by them when the buſineſs 
of his life is before him. He will rouſe 

| them 
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them by a thouſand artifices; and he will 
exaſperate, and elevate them at his plea- 
ſure. With the obſtinate, he will make a 
run of ili-luck provoke them to a eeper 
ſtake to recover their loſſes, under cir- 
cumſtances in which it is almoſt imnpoſ- 
ſible for them to win, With che more 
timid, he will make ſucceſs the bait ; and 
loſe for two ſucceilive nights, in order to 
engage his companion to ſtake ten times 
as much as he had won, on the third; and 
in a ſtate of the cliunces, when little leſs than 
a miracle could prevent him from lo- 
ſing it. 


« Such are the arts of the profeſſed 
gameſter, ron the maſter of a turn- about, 
who ſtrips the Chriſtmas apprentice of 
his halfpence, to the embroidered or titled 
ſharper, who ſweeps the tables in Pall- 
Mall and St. James's Street. Such are 
the arts by which men thrive at the ga- 

ming-houle ; but as they are beneath the 
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loſe, —the reaſon is evident why they muſt 
be loſers. 


« It would be deſcending to a ſcene 
much more infamous, if I were to deſcribe 
the tricks of the ſharper (for what I have 
already mentioned is not ſtigmatized by ſo 
harſh a name) who carries falſe dice and 
ſupernumerary cards in his pockets, — 
who lays in wait at taverns for young men 
who are intoxicated with wine, or whom 
he can contrive to intoxicate, and plunders 
them in that unguarded condition. This 
is univerſally confidered as fraud and 
cheating ; the reſt is only a knowledge of 
mankind, and playing the beſt of the 
game. 


« Sir William B-——, who was not 
only a man of fortune, but a man of ho- 
nour, was as much above that baſeneſs 
which is countenanced under the ſofter 
term, as that which is condemned under 
the harſher appellation. He would ſcarce 


believe the exiſtence of ſuch villainous arts 
and diſhonourable practices; but conſi- 
8 dered 
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dered them as bugbears, invented by care- 
ful parents, to keep their ſons from the 
dangers of pleaſurable life; and if ſuch 
evils ſhould have intruded themſelves on 
ſociety, he truſted to his own diſcernment 
for the diſcovery of them, and to his re- 
ſolution for preſerving himſelf from the 
influence of them. Nothing is more eaſy 
than, in the moments of cool reflection, 
to form a line of prudent conduct; and it 
often happens that nothing is more dif- 
ficult than, in the hour of trial, to prevent 
a deviation from it. 

* The infatuated Baronet, who deter- 
mined to play, as every other perſon does, 
with a deſign to win, laid it down as an 
undeviating rule, that he would never en- 
gage with any but thoſe whohad ſomething 
to loſe ; and he poſſeſſed all opportunities 
of intorming himſelf concerning the proper- 
ty of thoſe who trequented the places devo- 
ted to the higher ſpecies of gaming. As he 
was well inſtructed in the advantages of play, 
he reſolved never to riſk his money where 

H 6 they 
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they would oppoſe him, and ſatisfied with 
the games at which he excelled, he very 
ſenſibly determined to play at them alone. 


Here, ſurely, was a plan as wiſely 
formed as can well be conceived ; and, in 
an adherence to whoſe regulations, it was 
very natural to ſuppoſe, that he muſt be 
ſucceſsful. But the beſt mine may be- 
come uſeleſs, if there ſhould be another 
formed beneath it, and the train itſelf will 
miſs of its effect, if the ingredients are 


imperfect. Both theſe circumſtances tend- 


ed to diſconcert the plan which this ho- 
nourable gameſter had laid with ſuch ſci- 
entific ſkill and precaution. He, it is 
true, had ſunk deep, but there were among 
the enemy more experienced engineers than 
himſelf, who had taken care to lodge them - 
ſelves beneath him; and though all the 
reſolutions he had taken, were perfectly 
right in theory, he was ignorant of thoſe 
temptations which might induce him to 
break them. His paſſions were more pow- 


erful than he would give himſelf leave to 


ſup- 
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ſuppoſe, when they were not excited; and 
unconſcious of the provocations they would 
be called to ſuſtain, he was not upon his 
guard againſt the advantages that the 
latter would poſſeſs over the former. — In 
ſhort, he commenced gameſter. 


* Almoſt all win when they begin the 
buſinefs.—It is an old obſervation ; bur, 
like many others, it is not ſo well under- 
ſtood as remembered. The Devil, it is 
faid, gives them this advantage, to lead 
them further into the ſcrape; — but, you 
may take my word for it, that it is by no 
means neceſſary to have recourſe to the 
ſupernatural agency of that reſpectable 
perſonage. The good people with whom 
they play, have much of his cunning, 
and many of his excellent qualities ;—they 
ſuffer them to win, that they may be lured to 
the ſnare ; and act in perfect obedience to 
their principles, when they loſe from ſo good 
a proſpect. One ill run, at the out-ſer, would 
deter many a man from proceeding a ſtep 


further ; 
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further; but one evening of ſucceſs, fixes 
him for ever. —If he loſes, on the ſecond, 
twice the ſum that he had won on the 
firſt, —if he loſes that which would have 
driven him for ever from the table, on a 
firſt attempt, he conſiders it now as the 
effect of that chance which might have 
been in his favour :— He recollects the 
ſum that he won yeſterday, — and he thinks 
it will be his turn to win to-morrow.— 
He involves himſelf in ſtill deeper lofles, — 
and determines on another attempt, as 
a chance, under which fortune cannot de- 
ſert him hen he ſacrifices ſo much, that 
the reſt is not worth his care. 


© He who played at firſt, becauſe he 
was covetous, now does it becauſe he is 
deſperate.—The remainder is not worth 
preſerving, when it may prove the means 
of recovering what is gone; and there is 
no ſmall ſource of conſolatory hope in the 


reflection, that the runs of ill-luck are 


not, any more than thoſe of good for- 
tune, 
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tune, eternal.—If he plays with thoſe. 
who are above the practices of profeſſed 
ſharpers, he will probably win, on ſome 
ſucceeding night; and, from this time, 
he finds himſelf entered too far to retreat. 
His fortune, incumbered to a degree be- 
yond all hope, but that of play, to reſtare 
it, —the remaining pittance unequal to his 
expences, and uſeleſs to his pleaſures he 
keeps alive, perhaps, for a few years, 
amidſt the continual viciſſitudes of for- 
tune—and then drops into nothing. | 


« Thus it happens to all who play, 
excepting only the few who have capaci- 
ties to. comprehend, and calmneſs to take 
the advantages that offer, or who are baſe 
and villainous enough to create them.— 
Such was the fituation of the unfortunate 
hero of my ſtory.—Impatient under loſſes, 
or mad with ſucceſs, his paſſions had made 
him the property of all who played with 
him; and ke had already loſt two-thirds 
of a very conſiderable tortune, when, in 
the fever of his mind, he formed a tempo- 

rary 
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rary connection with a woman of the 
town,—He was fluctuating between afflu- 


ence and beggary, while he was acquainted 


with her; and the preſents which were 
thrown into her lap, after evenings of 
ſucceſs ,—forgetful that fortune had a right 
to reclaim what ſhe had lent him, aided 


the miſerable progreſs of his undoing. 


cc Notwithſtanding all the addreſs, ſkill, 
and boaſted reſolution of this unhappy 
man, he not only very generally played 
alſo choſe, for his favourite id, 
one of thoſe very people againſt whom 
he formed the moſt ſerious determinations. 
One of thoſe profeſſed gamblers had fixed 
upon him as his prey, during the firſt 
nights of his appearance at the gaming- 
table :—He ingratiated himſelf with him, 


by loſing freely, and paying honourably :— 
He was ever ready to play at any games, 
and on any conditions, which the unſuf- 

pecting Baronet thought proper to ſuggeſt : 
He loft to him, at one fitting, a mode- 
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rate fortune, on the preſumption of being, 
able to fix him as his antagoniſt; and, 
when the bait was once ſwallowed, the 
ſcene began to change :—What Sir Wil- 
liam had won, as he thought, by his {kill, 
of which he was ſo proud, was ſhortly re- 
covered by tricks, which he neither per- 
ceived or ſuſpected. 


0 Thus did he proceed, till the ſmall, 
comparative ſum of three thouſand pounds 
was all that he could raiſe, on what remain- 
ed of his former ample poſſeſſions. —This 
was his laſt ſtake, and he determined, by 
one bold ſtroke, to retrieve his fortune, 
or fix his ruin. To the gaming-houſe he 
went for the laſt time; and, after playing 
with various ſucceſs, through the night, 
he found himſelf in the morning without a 
farthing, or a reſource in the world. The 
harpy who had ſucked his laſt drop of 
> blood, accompanied him to his lodgings, 
to ſettle their accounts; and when this 
unhappy, but honourable man, had fatis- 

fied 
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fied him to the utmoſt of his power, — 
© I have, faid he, paid the debt I owel 
© to you ;—it now becomes me to diſcharge 
© another, which 1] owe to myſelf :—Do 
not be alarmed, —I am only going to do 
that now, which you will probably find 
it neceſſary to do hereafter ;'--and, taking 
a piſtol from his bureau, which had been 
prepared for the event, he put an imme- 
diate end to his exiitence, 


“% Such, my friend, is the philoſophy of 
gaming; and, for the preſent, I ſhall on- 
ly repeat the obſervation, which, if I 
miſtake not, I have already made to you, 
that to ſay a man is a gameſter, is to re- 
prefent him as devoid of every quality that 
can ennoble the human mind.—The fate 

ſuch a character muſt be already pretty 
well known to you, as it relates to this 
world ;—when, however, I perform my 
promiſe of diſcovering to you a proſpect of 
the infernal regions, you ſhall be ſatisſied 
as to his allotment in anocher.“ 

« But 
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© But this ſeems,” ſaid Don Cleofas, 
** to be rather a fatal ſpot ; for, in the very 
next houſe, I have this inſtant ſeen a 
gentleman, of an Herculean figure, throw 
a little, prim, well-dreſſed man, down a 
fight of ſtairs, with a degree of vio- 
lence which makes me tremble for his 
lite.” 


* He is not dead yet, however,” an- 
ſwered the Demon, © for his outcries are 
loud enough to reach us. The fall, it is 
true, was a very ſevere one,—but, luckily, 
he is more frightened than hurt ;—nor are 
any of his limbs broken ;—a few handſome 
bruiſes, of which, by the bye, he can cure 
hunſelf, are all the inconveniencics he will 
ſuffer from the ſhock he has received; 
and there is, withal, ſomething ſo truly 
ridiculous in his diſaſter, that his beſt 
friends will not be able to hear him relate 
the hiftory of it with a ſerious counte- 
Nance. | | 


A country 
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c A country lady lodges in that houfe ; 
and, being troubled with ſome of thoſe 
inconvenient {ſenſations whach denote a 
ſtate of pregnancy, was adviſed by one of 
her town acquaintance, as a matter of 
indiſpe- ſable neceſſity, to conſult a man- 
midwife,—and this good man, whom you 
have ſcen fo grievouſly inſulted, and who 
is a very eminent practitioner, was un- 
fortunutely conſulted on the occaſion ; 
for, on his firſt viſit, the lady's huſband, 
a country fox-hunting ſquire, who had not 
been in London for fifteen years, and 
knew nothing of thoſe medical improve- 
ments, or of the indiſpoſition that required 
their application, went accidentally into 
the drawing-room ; when, ſeeing his wife 
ſtretched upon a ſofa, and a man taking 
thoſe liberties with her which he had no 
idea any one ought to take but himſelf, — 
he, without making any enquiry, or de- 
manding any explanation, ſeized the poor 
Doctor by the collar, dragged him to the 

top 
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top of the ſtair-caſe, and dealt with him as 
you have juſt witneſſed, 


« To ſay the truth, there may be caſes, 
both in the buſineſs of pregnancy and 
child-birth, where the ſkill of male practi- 
tioners will be abſolutely requiſite ; but 
the univerſal application to them, upon all 
occaſions, is one of thoſe practices which 
have ariſen from the corruptions of the 
times,—is very deſtructive of female mo- 
deſty, and prepares the way to female li- 
bertiniſm. For nothing can be more evi- 
dent, than that a woman, who is in the ha- 
bit of allowing certain liberties to men, 
even of the medical profeſſion, will loſe 
much of that delicacy which forms the beſt 
protection againſt ſimilar liberties from 
profeſſors of a very different ſcience. In 
ſhort, to communicate a little ſecret to 
you, the buſineſs of man-midwifery, man- 
millinery, and every other buſineſs which 
unneceſſarily brings men to fiddle-faddle 
about women, was of your humble ſervant's 

invention, 
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invention,—and the ſcheme ſucceeds be- 
yond my moſt ſanguine expectation.— It 
was an hit, for which, believe me, I got 
ve rygreat credit at my own court. 


In the upper ſtory of the white houſe, 
whoſe windows are decorated with pots of 
flowers, there is an example of another 
ſpecies of ſeduction, which is alſo of mo- 
dern invention, and was the work of a 
little ſpeculating ſpirit of great genius. 
He is the inventor of circulating libra- 


_ ries, —thoſe plenteous ſources of miſchief 


to the female mind ;—and enjoys, as his 
reward, the ſuperintendence of them, 


© In that apartment, you ſee a young 
lady, reading at her toilette, while her 
femme-de-chambre is employed in dreſſing 
her hair.—She reads aloud, for the benefit 
of her attendant as well as herſelf; and the 
volume is obtained from one of thoſe re- 
poſitories which are to be found in every 
part 
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pat of the town, for the purpoſe of 
awakening or inflaming the paſſions of 
young women, and inſtructing them in 
all the various modes of gratification.— 
The mother of the young lady is a woman 
of roo much underſtanding to permit the 
proſecution of ſuch ſtudies ; but the 
maid, like moſt other maids in her ſitu- 


ation, prefers the pleaſure of her young 


miſtreſs to the commands of her old one; 
and, therefore, contrives to procure that 
kind of elegant, amuſing, and inſtructive 
reading for the former, which is abſolutely 
prohibited by the latter. 


But books are not the only amuſe- 
ment which this faithful Abigail procures 
for her lady ;—ſhe occaſionally communi- 
cates certain animating epiſtles from a 
very handſome young man of ſmall for- 
tune, who has a very natural ambition to 
poſſeſs himſelf of a fine girl, the heireſs 
of a great one. 


« The 
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« The pains employed in educating this 
young beauty, and the wile leſſons of ma- 
ternal inſtruction which are daily repeated 
to her, have not, however, been entirely 
thrown away :—And, though ſhe feels a 
ftrong prepoſſeſſion in favour of her lover, 
and has conſ:nted to a ſecret epiſtolary 
intercourſe with him, — ſhe could not, for 
a conſiderable time, allow herſelf to hear 
a ſuggeſtion of taking a ſingle ſtep to- 
wards matrimony, without the willing con- 
ſent, and entire approbation of her parents. 
She is too ſenſible of their affection for 
her, and too grateful for their indulgence 
to her, to engage in a projet which 
might render the reſt of their days un- 
happy ; and, perhaps, prove the cauſe of 
ſeparating her from them for ever.—The 
quiet infinuations which had, at times 
been artfully dropped by her watchful 
confidante, in order to forward the object 
ſhe had in view, were either not under- 
ſtood, or angrily oppoſed. —But theſe 
excellent principles, . though they ſtood 

4+ firm 
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firm againſt an open aſſault, were gradu- 
ally undermined, by the covered engines 
of a circulating library.—Indeed, what 
young female mind, which was warmed 
by the con mon glow of nature, could 
withſtand the unitcd efiorts of a favoured 
lover, an artful waiting-maid, and a li- 
brary of novels ?—Her ſentiments, there- 
fore, have, of late, undergone a conſider- 
able change; and the book ſhe is now 
reading, will complete the buſineſs. 


& As the hiſtory it contains is an eſ- 
ſential part of the buſineſs, I ſhall trouble 
vou with an haſty ſketch of it. 


The beautiful and accompliſhed He x- 


© RIETTA, the only child of pcoople of 


© high faſhion and la: ge fortune, fills in 


— 1 * 
© love with a very worthy young man, oi 


© ſome faſhion, but little fortune. After 
* ſome painful, but fruitleſs ſtruggles witli 
© her duty, ſhe facrifices to love, runs 
© away to Scotland, and retires, with an 

n 5 © adored 
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© adored and adoring huſband, to a ſmall 

© houſe, in a remote, but beautiful part 

of the kingdom; where they realiſed the 

© life of Arcadia, when the world was 

; © young, manners uncorrupt, and the age 
© a golden one.” 


8 — 2 * 
5 
1 5 2 * * 1 


* But Henrietta's parents, who were al- 
moſt diſtracted at her conduct, were not 
to be ſoothed into forgiveneſs, by the 
accounts which ſhe wrote to them of her 
William's worth, and her own happi- 
neſs.—She had been diſobedient to their 
commands, ungrateful to their kind- 
neſs, and hoſtile to their ambition. — 
Henrietta might have been a Ducheſs— 
for, at the time ſhe ran away, a match 
was ſecretly agitating for her with a 
young Duke ;—1o that, inſtead of enno- 
bling her family, ſhe had diſgraced it; 
and, inſtead of appearing in the firſt 
« rank of the great world, ſhe was loſt in 
the obſcurity of a diſtant valley. 


* * A A A * * * * A A * 
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© Such was the ſubjeC of the only letter 
© ſhe received, after her marriage, from 
© her mother, who aſſured her it would be 
© the laſt. This circumſtance did not paſs 
by without a pang, —but it was ſoon loſt 
© in the conſolations of the man ſhe loved; 
and the cruelty of her parents was for- 
© gotten in the arms of her huſband, — 
At length, however, their pecuniary re- 
© ſources began to fail; William's little 
© fortune was melting faſt away; and no 
© notice was taken, either by her father or 
© mother, of their diſtreſsful applications to 
© them. 


© But it is not in the nature of things, 
for two amiable people, who love one 
another, to be miſerable. — Finding, 
therefore, that they were neglected by 
all the world, they determined, in fu- 
ture, to depend on themſelves alone.— 
Happy in that mutual affection, which 
* ſeemed to grow under oppreſſion, they 
« reſolved to treat the world as it had 

I 2 © treated | 
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treated them; and having quitted the place 
* whi h they had for ſome time inhabited in 
their own character, they ſought another 
part of the kingdom, where they employ- 
ed the little that remained of their little 

fortune, to qualify them, under an aſſum- 
© ed appearance, to gain by employment 
and labour, that ſuppor: which they had 
no proſpect whatever of obtaining by 
© any other means. Henrietta could not 
© forbear ſhedding a tear at this reverſe 
of fortune, but a ſmile of virtuous con- 
* tentment which ſhe faw on William's 
© countenance, dried it up for ever. 


© In this new fituation it might be ſup- 
« poſed that they wouid, at firſt, experience 
© many wants ;—but it was no ſuch thing, 
* for love ſupplici them all. Belides, 
© other duties preſented themſelves, and 
© new ties of affection, were formed ;—for 
Henrietta became, in three ſucceſſive 
© years, the mother of as many chil- 
© dren, —lt was now near twice that 


© period 
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period ſince this happy pair had lived in 
all the luxury of unenvied and uninter- 
rupted love; when, on a ſummer even- 
ing, while William was guiding the 
tendril of a woodbine round his porch, 
a ſervant in an elegant livery, rode ha- 
ſtily up to him, and entreated his aſſiſt- 


ance in repairing the ſhatr of his maſter's 


chaiſe, which had met with an accident 
on the other fide of the common. He 
was not of a temper to be backward in 
affording ſuch atiiltance as was in his 
power, to any who afked it; but while 
he went to (etch the implements neceſ- 
fary for the purpoſe, the chaiſe arrived at 


the cottage, and an clderly lady and gen- 
tleman ſoon followed it. 


« William immediately invited them to 
his little dwelling; and while he was aſ⸗ 
fitting the fervants in their endeavours to 
repair the chaiſe, his gueſts were loſt in 
wonder at the charming fimplicity and 


humble comfort which reigned in the 


1 ſeene 
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* ſcene around them. Little do theſe 
people know (ſaid the old gentleman) 
* what they envy, when they envy us; and 
little do they think, that in our rooms of 
* ſtate and magnificence, there is nothing 
* like the real ſatisfaction which is enjoy- 
ed in this ſtrau-roofed dwelling. This 
is a place where nothing ſeems to be 
* wanting to happineſs, that, in the eye 
of wiſdom, can be expected to beſtow it. 
* The flowers how fragrant ;—the fruits 
* how plentiful ; — what an air of comfort 
© breathes, as it were, around us :—and as 
© three lovely children ran into the room, 
© —here—(faid the lady) here are che- 
© rubs who might aſcend to Heaven, and 


de at once acknowledged there 


While they were thus communicating 


their ſentiments on the innocent joys. of 


© rural life, William entered to inform 
© them, that it would be abſolutely ne- 
© ceſſary to ſend the chaiſe to the next 
town to be rendered fit for ſervice ; and 

© that, 
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that, they muſt mortify themſclves, 
* for the night, with ſuch a poor re- 
* ception as he could give them. I 
* would (added he) offer you the beſt rc- 
* freſhments of my cottage, but I ſce my 
* wife bringing her ſheep acroſs the mead, 
and, in a ſhort time, ſhe will be here to 
© doit with a better grace. As he ſpoke, 
they ſaw Henrietta approach, with her 
* flock following her. 


Tho the pride of her former life was 
forgotten, the graces of it ſtill remained; 
and the courtly ſtrangers could not 
* reconcile themſelves to the majeſtic air 
and graceful ſtep of this amiable ſhep- 
© herdeſs. William met her with the 
© children at the fold; and having in- 
formed her of what had happened in her 
© abſence, ſhe returned haſtily, with her 
© little ones clinging around her, to pay 
© her duty to her gueſts. As they went 
forth from the porch to meet her, what 

14 | *an 
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© an intereſting groupe is that (ſaid the 
* old gentleman) ;— intereſting indeed, 
* (exclaimed the lady) to us botn ! for, 
© it I live, it is our daughter. Henrietta 
© kncwher mother's voicve—and, before her 
father could recover from his aſtonith- 
* ment, they fainted in each other's arms. 
Willlam ſoon added another figure to 
this affecting ſcene, which ended in mu- 
tual acknowledgement and ſorgiveneſs; 
and this evening, paſſed in the cottage, 
was declared by them all, to be the hap- 
pieſt of their lives. 


* But though enraptured at this domeſ- 
tic union, and feeling the moſt ardent 
© delire to ſatisfy the withes of their pa- 
« rents, this rural pair could not be per- 
© ſuaded to re-enter into the gay world, 
and aſſume their proper ſtation in it.— 
They were willing to quit their humble 
occupation, but the ſpot. where they 
had lived in ſuch uninterrupted happi- 

© neſs, 
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t neſs, was never to be abandoned. 
© But the eſtate on which the cottage 
© ſtood, happen ng at this time be to on 
© ſale, Henrietta's father made the pur- 
© chaſe of it, and built a noble houſe 
* for himſelf and his children, where 
© he paſſed the cloſe of his lite with them, 
© in a ſtate of unruffled fatisfaftion, which 
© he had never experienced in any forme 
© part of it. | 


© The cottage, however, remains unal- 

© tered ; bur inſtead of crowning a mea- 
© dow, is now the ornament of a park. 
© Nor do William and Henrietta forget 
© their former dwelling : they continue 
© their fond attentions to it, and frequently 
© leave their ſplendid apartments, and pafs 
© anevening there, to induige themſclves 
© in the luxurious remembrance of former 
© times, and join in gratitude to that be- 
© nevolent Power, who has rewarded their 
pure and faithful affection with the tran- 
* ſcenJent happineſs they now enjoy. 
| I 5 ce Such 
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« Such is the ſtory which our heroine 
on the oppoſite ſide of the ſtreet, is read- 
ing with ſo much attention. As ſoon as 
ſhe has finiſhed it, ſhe will determine to run 
away with her lover ; and to-morrow night 
will quit her father's houſe, which ſhe 
will never enter more. But, alas! ſhe will 
find no doting huſband, or happy cottage, 
or relenting parent. In three months, the 
man ſhe riſqued ſo much to marry, will 
be careleſs about her; in fix months ſhe 
will hate him; in nine months ſhe will be 
a mother; and in twelve, her huſband, the 
object of her preſent idolatry, difappointed 
of that fortune which he expected to have 
poſſeſſed on marrying her, will ſet off for 
the Eaſt Indies, leaving her to the cruel 
care of a diſtant maiden relation—who, out 
of pure compaſſicn, will give the deſerted 
woman her daily bread, and embitter it 
by daily re proaches. 


* And now, my good friend,” added the 
Demon, we will finiſh our morning's 


I amuſe=- 
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amuſement : a buſineſs of ſorne little dif- 
ficulty muſt be executed by me, before I 
ſee you again: I will, therefore, conduct 
you home, and before your Lordſhip has 
finiſhed your deſert, I will again preſent 
— to your commands.” He had no 
ſooner ſpoken, than the Count was wafted 
through the air with the ſwiftneſs of an 
arrow ; and, in a few moments, alighted at 
the door of his hotel. He immediately 
retired to his apartment, ordered his din- 
ner, and amuſed the interval in reflecting 
on the various ſcenes and characters which 
had employed his morning obſervations. 


16 CHAP. 
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* 


CHAP. XV. 


The DEVIL upon Two STICKs condudts Don 
CLEoFAs a ſecond Time into the City, and 
ſhews him ſeveral Evening Scenes in that 
Duarter of the Metropolis, 


H E Count had finiſhed his dinner, 

diſmiſſed his deſert, and taken his 
coffee, but no Devil upon Two Sticks 
appeared ; and he had thrown himſelf 
upon the ſofa, in order to amuſe himſelf 
with a nap, till his conductor ſhould ar- 
rive; but juſt as he was ſettling him to 
his repoſe, Aſmodeus made his appear- 
ance. | 


« As your Worſhip is rather beyond 
your time,” faid Don Cleofas, Iam to 
ſuppoſe that ſome unexpected difficulty 
has 
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has ariſen and prolonged your ſtay. Some 
little fortreſs of female virtue, that ſtood a 
longer ſiege than you expected: ls it not 
ſo?” * Ah! my good friend,” an- 
ſwered the Demon, I had a far more ſe- 
rious obſtacle than that to encounter ;— 
female whim is, in general, much more 
difficult to ſubdue than female virtue; and 
I have been employed about the moſt 
whimſical littie creature that ever came 
acroſs my experience; nor did I ever find 
it ſo hard a taſk to bring a fond young 
woman to reaſon, as on the preſent oc- 
caſion. 


&© Julia, about two years ago, and when 
ſhe was but eighteen, married a very re- 
ſpectable man, whoſe age approached to 
forty. Julia was, in her nature, gentle 
and timid ; nevertheleſs, ſhe had a lively 
imagination, which had been heightened 
by the ſtudy of novels and romances; ſo 
that though ſhe was in general ignorant of 
the ways of the world, her mind was very 


well 
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well inſtructed as to the errors of love, 
and the hiſtory of lovers. 


Her huſband, ncgligent in his dreſs, 
unaffectedly polite in his manners, and 
ſenſible in his converſation, did not, alto- 
gether, anſwer to the idea the had formed 
of a lover. But the void was filled up by 
his nephew, a very amiable young man, 
who was juſt returned from his travels. — 
She found in him, a perfect reſemblance to 
thoſe lovers whoſe character had charmed 
her in the deſcriptions of novels; and 
without knowing it, ſhe paid him thoſe 
particular attentions which inſpired him 
with courage to lay fiege to this beautiful 
fortreſs. 


« He told her of his paſſion,.—e i 1- 
tened to the tale of his heart, and was moſt 
willing to believe it; but ſtill ſhe could 
not think of ſwerving from her duty.— 
She eſteemed her huſband -in the higheſt 


degree, reſpected him as a father, and felt 
the 
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the moſt tender friendſhip for him. She 
could nor, therefore, bring herſelf to con- 
ſent to an arrangement which would be 
throwing a ridicule upon his character.— 
Her lover redoubled his attentions, and 
ſhe felt an encreaſing ſenſe of them, but 
ſtill ſhe reſiſted. Nay, when he was one 
evening in the garden, and by moonlight, 
urging his ſuit at her feet, ſhe honeſtly 
acknowledged to him, with tears in her 
eyes, the real fituation of her heart ; bur, at 
the ſame time, declared ſhe could not, tho” 
it ſhould remain a ſecret to all the world, 
place her huſband in a point of view which 
would appear ridiculous to herſelf ; that 
ſhe could never bear to live with a man 
whom ſhe ſhould treat with ſuch contempt : 
In ſhort, to avow the prevalling ſentiment 
of her mind, —ſhe could not ſupport the 
horrid idea of being the wite of a cuckold. 


Such was her ridiculous prejudice ; 
and it may ſurpriſe you, perhaps, when I 
tell you, that a very handſome accompliſh. 

ed 
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ed young man, whom ſhe violently loves, 
was not able to cure her of it, without a 
little of the Devil's aſſiſtance. I have, 
therefore, ſtepped in to his aid, and, I be- 
lieve, before another tourtnight is paſt, her 
whim will be entirely diſmiſſed, and ſhe 
will laugh moſt fincerely at the preſent 
folly of it. 


« Having thus,” continued Aſmodeus, 
te given a very faithful account of mx ſeli, 
fince I had the honour of ſering you laſt, 
you will have no obj«<Ction, I preſume, to 
proceed on our evening excurſion. The 
citizens, thoſe harmleſs, amiable, uncor- 
rupted people, will be the principal objects 
of it. I will alſo amuſe you, for a quarter 
of an hour, in our way, at a temple dedi- 
cated by his preſent Majeſty to the fine 
arts, where you will ſee ſome original de- 
ſigns chat may amuſe you.” The mode 
of travelling which Aſmodeus employed 
for his friend, was not liable to delay or 
interruptioa ; ſo that Don Clicofas imme- 
| diately 
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diately found himſelf, with his conductor, 
under the gateway of Somerſet Buildings. 
They, of courſe, paſſed inviſibly into the 
chamber where the Academicians were 
aſſembled and engaged in debating a mat- 
ter of the firſt importance to the proſpe- 
rity of the inſtitution, and the honour of 
the arts. 


«© Here you ſee,” ſaid the Demon, an 
aſſembly of the principal artiſts of this 
country; and it will excite your aſtoniſn- 
ment, perhaps, when I inform you, that fo 
much jealouſy, envy and malignity, is not 
to be found in any aggregate body of men 
whatever, as in that which is now beneath 
your oblervation. They are all profeſſors 
of the liberal arts, with ſcarce a liberal 
ſentimenr in their breaſts to each other. — 
A band of ambitious ſtateſmen all looking 
to the ſame honour ;—a groupe of needy 
courtiers all candidates for the ſame place ; 
a party of faſhionable coquettes who are 


in love with the ſame man, are far excelled 
in 


210 DEVIL UPON TWO STICKS 


in the meanneſs, as well as the violence of 
envious hatred, by the members of a pro- 
feſſion, whoſe purſuits and employments 
have a natural tendency, as might be 
thought, to produce noble and humane ſen- 
timents. They are brought up in the ſtu- 
dy of beautiful forms, that they may ac- 
quire the {kill of repreſenting them with 
truth, and arranging them with judgment. 
The charms of rude nature, and the grace 
of poliſhed art, - the conſtituent parts as 
well as the maſles of grandeur and ſublimi- 
ty. female delicacy and gigantic ſtrength, 
—— the nurſing mother and the dying hero, 
—in ſhort, whatever is moſt exquiſite in 
individual beauty or general harmony, are 
objects that muſt be ſo familiar to their 
minds, as to become a part of them :—Ne- 
vertheleſs, theſe humaniſing ideas and ha- 
bits cannot damp the envious propenſities 
of their hearts. 


« But this malevolent andruling paſhon, 
does not appear to ariſe ſo much from a 
com- 
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competition for fame, as a competition for 
profit; for its general object is living me · 
rit. A dead painter, who has, of courſe, 
left his buſineſs to be ſhared by his late 
enemies, ſhall have more praiſe from them 
in an hour, than he had ever received du- 
ring the courſe of his life. Yeſterday, he 
was at his Eaſel, his room was hung with 
unfiniſhed portraits, —coaches were waiting 
at his door, and not only aſtoniſhment but 
contempt followed the fools that employed 
him._—To-day, Death has ſnatched the 
pencil from his hand, —his rival merit is 
no more,—and they who were its calum- 
niators but yeſterday, can lament the loſs 


which the arts have ſuſtained on the mor- 
row. 


Szvis inter ſe convenit urſis. | 


The lawyers, who live, as it were, by 
the malevolent paſſions of men, are never 
ſeen to practiſe this miſerable jealouſy.— 
The other liberal profeſſions juſtify their 
name by their conduct. How then is it 

to 
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to be reconciled to the general order of 
things, that the proſeſſors of the polite arts 
ſhould be fo ſavage to each other —If it 
ſhould be the nature of their education 
and purſuits to produce a more delicate 
ſenſibility to fame, than in the breaſts of 
other men; or if poverty is the general 
concomitant of an artiſt's entrance into his 
profeſſion, we may account, in a great de- 
gree, for the colour of their lives; and 
ſome ſort of reaſonable conjecture may be 
formed, why emulation, that happy parent 
of excellence, is changed, in their charac- 
ters, to the bitter hoſtilities of envious 
competition. 


© I ſpeak, however,” continued the 
Demon, ** with ſome degree of diffidence 
on this ſubje& ; for though I know pretty 
well the nature of the human paſſions, and 
can, in certain caſes, apply them to my 
purpoſe; yet they are ſometimes ſo irre- 
gular and eccentric, as to puzzle me in 
attempting to diſcover their origin; the 
| human 
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human heart is ſuch a deceitful thing, that 
my maſter himſelf cannot always get 
to the bottom of ir.—Sut we will now 
quit opinion for fact, and take a curſory 
view of the individuals of this reſpectable 
aſſembly. 


* The perſon who ſits in a fine gilded 
chair, at the upper end of the table, and 
employs a machine to aid a very imperfect 
ſtate of hearing, is the preſident of this 
Society. As a painter, he ranks in the 
firſt line of modern maſters, and is, there- 
fore, continually abuſed by thoſe who rank 
in the loweſt. His ſuperior profeſſional 
genius, his large fortune, and the elevated 
ſphere of ſociety in which he moves, have 
very naturally placed him at the head of 
the artiſts in this country, as well as raiſed 
him to the feat of honour which he, 
at this moment, occupies.— In this ſitua- 
tion, his attention is divided between the 
proſperity of the academy and his own per- 
ſonal importance; and ſome cenſorious 

people 
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people have not heſitated to aſſert, that the 
former 1s often ſacrificed to the latter.— 
Perſuaded, perhaps, in his own mind, that 
he is, in a pre-eminent degree, qualified 
to judge of what is beneficial to the inſtitu- 
tion, he has always endeavoured to poſſeſs 
himſelf of the ſole government of it; and 
he has an academic party, who, from a 
ſenſe of paſt favours, or the hope of future 
ones, or, perhaps, the habit of obedience to 
his ſuperior name, enable him, in general, 
to effect the objects either of his judgment, 
his caprice, or his ambition. Theſe peo- 
ple ſubmir themſelves to his pleaſure, and 
being prevented by gratitude or hope, from 
making him an object of envy, are con- 
tented, while they admire and regard him, 
to envy and hate one another. 


ee The artiſt on his right-hand is a man 
of genius and knowledge, but poſſeſſes a 
kind of impracticable temper, which for- 
bids that coaleſcence with ſociety, from 
whence is derived the principal charm of 

life, 
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life. He thinks himſelf the firſt of his 
art ; but, not having been fo fortunate as 
to perſuade mankind to be of the ſame 
opinion, he regards thoſe who rank be- 
fore him with foinewhat of a brutal hatred, 
and treats, with the molt ill:beral contempt, 
that public opinion which has placed them 
there. 


The perſon who fits to the left of the 
Preſident's chair, enjoys no inconſiderable 
eſtimation as an hiſtorical painter ; and, 
from a certain ſanctify ing patronage, ranks 
among the firſt artiſts of this country. — 
He is likewiſe of opinion, though he never 
ventures directly to aſſert it, that his talents 
leave, at leaſt, all the modern maſters far be- 
hind him.—He knows alſo, how, in a quiet 
way, to praiſe his competitors, ſo as to 
damn the work he applauds ; and toframe 
his diſapproving opinions by ſuch ſaving 
clauſes, and equivocal expreſſions, as to 
cloath the bitter envy of his heart in the 
garb of candour.— He was originally in- 

tended 
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tended for a Jeſuit, and the ſecret is hid 
from me how he became a painter. 


*« But, inſtead of entering into the 
hiſtory of thoſe men,” ſaid Don Cleofas, 
& who, as they are almoſt all of them go- 
verned by one principle, muſt produce a 
general uniformity of character, be fo 
obliging as to make me acquainted with 
the ſubject of their prefent debate; which, 
from the animation that accompanies it, 
on all ſides, mutt relate, without doubt, 
ro ſome important queftion concerning the 
arts, and, by your communicating aid, 
may not only afford me amuſement, bur 
inſtruction.“ 


4 You have dy heard me ob- 
ſerve,” replied Aſmodeus, © that a party- 
ſpirit is, for many reaſons, ſo natural to 
this country, that it infinuates itſelf into 
every body of men in it; and, under its 
univerſal influence is the preſent debate 
conducted.— It has no more to do with 

| the 
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the fine arts than with magic, and 1s pro- 
duced by an attempt to commit an act of 
injuſtice, for which common language has 
not a name. 


6 The Profeſſor of Anatomy has been, 
for ſome time, afflicted with a fever, 
which is ſaid to have been attended with 
a ſymptomatic d rangement of his intel- 
lectual powers; d, without conſulting 
his phyſicians, — without enquiring con- 
cerning him of his ſamily, - and without 
waiting to ſee whether, when the ſeaſon of 
his duty arrives, which is now at a con- 
ſiderable diſtance, he ſhould be able to 
perform it, — his premature removal has 
been propoſed, and his ſucceſſor named; 
for no other reaſon but becauſe he had pro- 
poſed a voyage to the Frozen Ocean, to 
diſſect whales; upon the principle that, in 
ſuch large anatomical ſyſtems, experiments 
might be made, which are baffled by the 
extreme minuteneſs of many parts of the 
human frame.—Indeed, ſuch an unjuſt, 


Vol. IV. K 


indelicate 
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indelicate, and, for it deſerves the term, 
inhuman conduct, may bring to your re- 
collection the ignorant inhabitants of an 
ancient city, who deſpiſed and avoided, 
as a madman, the philolopher who em- 
ployed himſelf in diſſecting dead bodies, in 
order to improve that art which affords fo 
much relief to the diſtreſſes of living 
ones. 


* This miſerable plot, however, for it 
deſerves no better name, will be circum- 
vented ; and, when the hour of his duty 
arrives, the Profeſſor will deliver a lecture 
ſo replete with ingenuity and ſcience, as 
to retort the character of a diſordered mind 
on thoſe who wiſhed to remove him. 


© And now for a little city amuſement. 
Though in the different parts and occu- 
pations of this great metropolis, we may 
perceive various manners, habits, and 


cuſtorns, we ſhall find human nature to be 
the ſame, in the peer and the plebeian, in 
the 
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the courtier and the trader. This obſerva- 
tion was inſtantly followed by their flight 


to the roof of an houſe near the Royal Ex- 
change. 


The firſt object that attracted the notice 
of the Count, was a very well dreſſed man, 
who was writing in a lower apartment.— 
„That perſon,” ſaid the Demon, “ is 
about a very pretty piece of buſineſs :— 
By a few ſtrokes of his pen, and half a mi- 
nute's employment of his penknife, he will 
contrive to put a couple of thouſand pounds 
quietly into his pocket. He is a broker, 
and is doing nothing more or leſs than 
altering a policy of inſurance but, tho? 
the fraud ſhould be perceived, from the 
command he has of the under-writing 
concerns, and the general influence ke po- 
ſeſſes in the coiice-houſe where this kind 
of buſineſs is carried on, the money will 
be paid without any material heſitation ;— 
And, though he may wear his hat a little 
more over his face than uſual, for ſome 

K time 
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time to come, no one will venture to hint 
a ſuſpicion of his integrity, or utter a 
ſingle word that may tend to impeach his 
credit. 


In the lower room of a tavern to the 
left of us, you may ſee half a dozen people 
ſitting round a bowl of punch. They are 
the clerks of this honeſt broker, whoſe 
cuſtomary fees he has thought proper to 
place to his own account.—This pitiful 
innovation has occaſioned the preſent 
meeting; and a ſpirited genius of the 
quill, whoſe courage is a little enlivened 
by the liquor, 1s now propofing, when 
their maſter ſhall next enter his accompting- 
houſe, to drive him out of it, by a volley 
of his own ledgers and day-books.” 


& Ah! poor man,” exclaimed the 
Count, in a tone of the utmoſt commi- 
ſeration, he ſhould think of preparing 
himſelf for another world, inſtead of en- 

tering fo deeply into the concerns of this. 
He 
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He appears to be ſo weak, and his cough 
o violent, that I am afraid he will expire 
before you can give me any information 
concerning him, He is a merchant, I pre- 
ſume, of foine conſequence, who has been 
fo long in the kabitz of money-dealing, 
that he continucs it to this moment, when 
all the wealth he poſſeſiis would not 
purchaſe him another's week's exiſtence,” 


«© I perceive,” replied the Demon, 
* that you are ſpeaking of that poor old 
gentleman in his gown and night-cap ;— 
and who can ſcarce ſuffer himlelf to be 
pillowed and bolſtered up to the table, 
where he has juſt been paying a conſidera- 
dle ſum of money for an annuity during 


his life.“ 


“ Whoever has ſolu it then,“ inter- 
rupted the Count, ** will have a melt ex- 
cellent bargain ; for, according to all ap- 

| K 3 pPearance, 
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pearance, he will never be called upon for 
the firſt quarterly payment.” 


“ The ſeller,” replied Aſmodeus, © is 
very much of your opinion ;—but he will 
be moſt cruelly miſtaken ; and the grant- 
ing a few more ſuch annuities, would, in 
a ſhort time, diſqualify him from paying 
any of them: For I muſt inform you, 
that all this appearance of ſickneſs and 
debility has been aſſumed, for ſeveral 
months, in order to purcheſe the annu- 
ity at a very cheap rate; and, the mo- 
ment that the buſineſs is irrevocably 
concluded, and the parties gone, this poor 
man's cough, with all his other com- 
plaints, will take their leave alſo :— He 
will then fit down to a plentiful ſupper, 
which he will devour with the appetite of 
a ploughman ; and ro-morrow-morning 
he will appear in a glow of health, and 
poſſeſſion of manly activity, ſufficient to 
juſtify the hope of enjoying his income, 
not for the narrow ſpace of three years, at 

which 
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which rate he purchaſed it, but for ten 
times chat period.” 


c All this,” ſaid Don Cleofas, © may 
be in the way of buſineſs ;—nevertheleſs, 
it appears to me to be downright knavery.” 
In this kind of tranſaction,” anſwered 
the Demon, any and every manceuvre 
is conſidered as allowable.—Indeed, to ſay 
the truth, all trade is, more or lefs, a 
ſyſtem of roguery ;— and, if it were to be 
termed the art of tricking, I know not 
by what logic any one could diſprove the 
truth of the definition. 


te In the houſe oppoſite to us, you ſee 
an elderly man fitting in the parlour, with 
a woman of his own age ; both of whom 
are employed in looking over a game of 
drafts between two young women, who 
are the daughters of this reſpectable cou- 
ple.—He is a merchant of ſtrict integrity, 
whoſe name poſſeſſes all the credit that 
honourable commerce can beſtow upon it. 
K 4 By 
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By an unremitted induſtry, and a regular 
courle of trade, he has acquired a fortune 
which will enable him to give each of his 
daughters a portion of fifty thouſand 
pounds; and he has educated them to 
make a proper uſe of it. He has this 
morning determined upon marrying one 
of them to a young merchant, for whom 
ſhe has ſome time poſſeſſed a ſecret parti- 
ality; and you may fee him ſmile occa- 
ſionally at the thought of the young lady's 
contuſion, v/hen he ſhall preſent her future 
huſband to her ;—a ceremony which he 
means to perform at breakfaſt to-morrow- 
morning.— The old lady alſo has her pleaſ- 
ing thoughts, which are buſy in cheriſhing 
the idea that, before another year 1s paſt, 
me may be made a grandmother, 


« But what a croud of fine people do I 
ſee aſſembled in the adjoining houſe !” 
ſaid the Count, „“ All the luxury and ele- 
gance of high lite ſeem to be collected in 


that wichdrawing- room.“ 
« You 
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c You may take a peep, alſo, into the 
room below,” interrupted Aſmodevs, “ and 
you will there fee a number of ſervants 
preparing a magniſicent ſupper for this 
numerous company ; in which every de- 
licacy that money can purchaſe and this 
great town can furnifa, will be dilplayed 
for their entertainment. — The elegant 
young lady, who is buſtling about the 
apartments, and hurrying from one card- 
table to another, is the miſtreſs of the 
mantion, and enjoying all the plcafure 
that vanity can give her :—But, alas, that 
pleaſure is haſtening to a period ;—for I 
muſt now direct your attention to a back 
room, where you will oblerve a gentleman, 
aſſiſted by ſeveral perſons, examining a 
great varicty of bonks and papcrs:— Ie is 
the lady's huſband, and a merchant of 
very extenſive commerce ;—who, from 
trading beyond his capital, and meeting 
with fome caexpected loſſes, is on the 
point of ſtopping payment.—This melan- 
choly intelligence he will communicate 
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to his wife, as ſoon as this ſplendid ban- 
quet is over, and the company are depart- 
ed ;—ſo that, inſtead of going to her re- 
poſe ſatisfied with the elegant diſplay of the 
evening—ſhe will paſs the night in hyſte- 
rics ; and, in the morning, be obliged to 
quit town, for a country ſolitude, —where 
ſhe muſt remain, till her huſband's af- 

fairs can be brought into ſome degree of * 
reſpectable arrangement. 


* In the very next houſe you may 
amuſe yourſelf with the fight of another 
entertainment, —which alſo vies, in fplen- 
dor and elegance, with any you have be- 
held at the other end of the town.—lIrt is 
given by a Weſt-India merchant to a 
Weſt-Indian family, who are juſt arrived 


from Antigua. Every thing that can flat 


ter the pride, ſatisfy the fancy, and attract 
the confidence of this unreflecting Creo- 
lian gentleman, will be exerted by the ſon 
of traffic, till he has got him in his debt, 
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to a certain point; and then the face of 
things will be immediately changed :—No 
dinners or ſuppers will then be given, and 
very little civility exerciſed. —The mer- 
chant, who is now ſo ſupple and gene- 
rous, and is ready to ſupply every call 
of extravagance, with a moſt encouraging 
readineſs, will, at a future period, when 
the fiſh is entangled in his net, refuſe him 
the loan of a guinea ;—talk to him in his 
accompting-houſe, without taking off his 
hat, —and, when an extravagant mode 
of life, —which he himſelf has promoted, 
and, for a time, purpoſely ſupported, has 
brought the thoughtleſs Weſt-Indian to a 
ſituation that threatens very ſerious conſe- 
quences, — He will then, with great kind- 
neſs, extricate him from his dilemma, on 
an aſſignment of his plantations, or ſome 
other mode of ſecurity, by which he will clear 
thirty or forty per cent. — Thus he will fat- 
ten on his diſtreſs, as he has already done on 
that of ſo many of his countrymen. Ne- 
vertheleſs, this man is in great credit on 
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the Fxchange of this city—ſpeaks of game- 
ſter as the peſts of ſociety, —and will ha- 
rangue, for hours together, againſt the 
horrid crimes of extortion and uſury. 


© But, to enliven the ſcene a little, I 
will requeſt your attention to a lady fitting 
at work, in the corner houſe to the right, 
with one miſerable candle. This economy, 
however, does not ariſe from any avarici- 
ous principle, either in herſelf or her huſ- 
band but from a little domeſtic reſent- 
ment of the latter, which I ſhall relate to 
YOU. 


A few days ago, this gentleman had 
lenc his coach to one of his particular 
triends, when his lady took it into her 
head to want it; and, in conſequence of 
the diſappointment, ſhe ordered an hack- 
ney-coach, which ſhe pettiſhly employed, 
ſo as to make the uſe of it as expenſive as 
poſſible : — When ſhe came home, her 
good man was deſired to pay the fare, as a 

puniſh- 
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puniſhment for having deprived her of her 
own equipage; and he, in return, has 
ever ſince confined her to the uſe of one 
candle, and will continue to do it, till the 
ſaving of its uſual companion has reim- 
burſed the demand of the hackney-coach- 
man.” 


«© This is a moſt admirable example for 
huſbands,” exclaimed the Count; © and 
you may add,” replied the Demon, © a 
moſt excellent leſſon for wives. 


* In the houſe oppoſite to it, continued 
he, „you may ſee a buſtling little man, 
who is arranging the articles of his ſhop ; 
for a reaſon, which one devil ought to 
know, — becauſe, perhaps, another devil 
has ſuggeſted it.——He is an apothecary, 
and is removing all his bad drugs out of 
the way,—as he expects, to-morrow, the 
annual examination of his materia medica, 


by the Viſitors from the College of Phyſi- 
cians. 


— . 
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cians. The following day his patients 
will be ſupplied as uſual.” 


The Devil upon Two Sticks now pro- 
poſed to change their ſituation ; which was 
accordingly transferred to the top of a 
church that afforded a commanding view 
over a conſiderable diſtrict. 


« -The quarter to the right of us,” ſaid 
he, © is very much inhabited by the 
Jews; who were conſidered, ſome time 
ago, as the moſt crafty people upon earth ; 
but the Chriſtians are ſo improved of late, 
as to deprive that race of their moſt peculiar 
diſtinction. 


«© That old man, who is ſitting in an 
arm-chair by a ſmall fire, in the houſe im- 
mediately beneath us, was once in the 
poſſeſſion of conſiderable wealth ; of which 
only a ſmall pittance has eſcaped the over- 
reaching genius of certain Chriſtian young 
men of quality, 

« Tn 
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* In the large houſe adjoining, lives 
one of the ſame nation and profeſſion ; but 
he is determined to quit uſury, and look 
to another trade. He, alſo, has had 
very ſevere loſſes among young Chriſtians 
of faſhion. No longer ago than laſt week, 
he bought an annuity of a gambling man 
of twenty-five, at two years purchaſe ;— 
and, the very next day, while he was en- 
Joying the thought of his bargain, he re- 
ceived the ungracious news that a piſtol 


had put an end to it. 


6 At the very next door lives a 
Chriſtian, who is as great a Jew as any 
in the neighbourhood :—You may now 
fee him ſcolding his cook-maid, in a 
moſt violent manner, for having dreſſed 
the meat ſo well at dinner, that his clerks 
eat it all up. By care, induſtry, good 
fortune, and fuch pitiful conduct as he is 
at this moment practiſing, he has qualified 
himſelf to give his two daughters ſuch 
fortunes as he hopes will tempt ſome men 

of 
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of family and diſtinction to marry them.— 
A Scotch Lord is, at this time, looking 
towards one of the young ladies with a 


very keen appetite. 


*The principal ſtory,” continued Al- 
modeus, ** of a very large houſe, beſore 
whoſe door ſeveral carriages are in waiting, 
preſents a ſcene of that juſtice which 
avenges itſelf on wicked men, even in this 
world, much oftener than 1s generally 
imagined. —In that ſumptuous bed you 
may ſee a ſick man, ſurrounded with phy- 
ſicians, who find his diforder beyond the 
reach of their ſkill. —Tr is not, indeed, in 
the power of medicine to adminiſter reliet 
to a mind fo diſeaſcd as his. —He {rſt 
came up to London, from the Welt of 
England, as the driver of a pack-horfe ;— 
and he is now one of the richeſt individuals 

in this city ;—but, unluckily for him, an 
overbearing demeanour in the affairs of a 
bankrupt, of whom he was a fort of ſelf- 

| created 
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created aſſignee, induced the creditors to 
offer them to the ſanction of a Court of 
Equity; when this man's conduct ap- 
peared to have been not only of the moſt 
diſhonourable nature, wich reſpect to in- 
dividuals, but alſo that he had long been 
concerzed in a very extenſive ſcheme of 
trade, whoſe ſpirit it is to cheat the Go- 
vernment of its revenues.—Theſc circum- 
ſtances drew upon him ſuch a ſevere ſtrain 
of reprehenſion from the Judge, who hap- 
pened alſo to be among his private ac- 
quaintance, that, on his return home, he 
took inſtantly to his bed, from whence he 
will thortly be removed to his grave.” 


& The ſeverity of his affliction, how- 
ever, ſaid Don Cleofas, * has atoned 
for his crimes.—When a ſenſe of error has 
broken a man's heart, juſtice, ſurely, is 
ſatisfied, and the voice of condemnation 
ſhould never more be lifted vp againſt 
him,” 


« Th 
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The obſervation is equally juſt and 
humane,” anſwered the Demon; but, in 
this caſe, the diſorder does not proceed 
from a remorſe for having done wrong,— 
but is the fever of a wounded pride. — He 
was proud and oſtentatious, —fond of pa- 
rade, diſplay, and popularity; — theſe form- 
ed the happineſs of his life, and when they 
were cut up by the roots, he could no 
longer ſuſtain it. He would have conti - 
nued to cheat his neighbour or defraud his 
country without an unpleaſant ſenſation, 
while he could have done it in ſecret— It 
was the diſcovery alone that has given the 
fatal blow, which his phyſicians regard 
with deſpair, and he himſelf does not wiſh 
to ſurvive. 


« But ſo it is ordered in the affairs of 
this world, that while one man is unex- 
pectedly taking a laſt farewell of fortune, 
another is as ſuddenly raiſed to it.— In- 
deed the example is before us ;—and the 
parlour 
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parlour of that houſe with Venetian win- 
dows offers it to your attention. 


© The young man who ſits at the bot- 
tom of the table was, within a very few 
months, the ſervant of a reputable tradeſ- 
man who had brought him up from a 
child; and, as a reward for his faithful ſer- 
vice, and an encouragement to keep him 
in the continuance of it, he had lately mar- 
ried him to a worthy young woman who 
had, for ſome time, occupied the capacity 
of a kitchen maid in his ſervice. In this, 
or ſome ſimilar fituation, he expected to 
paſs the whole of his life ; nor did his un- 
ambitious mind look up to an higher ſta- 
tion; when he was accidentally ſeen by a 
gentleman, while he was filling a pitcher 
of water at a public pump, who recollected 
his features; and having queſtioned him 
concerning his name and ſituation, deſired 
a ſecret interview with him; the conſe- 
quence of which was, a diſcovery that his 
father had left him and a very conſiderable 
. fortune 
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fortune to the care of his maſter, who had 
appropriated the one to his uſe, and the 
other to his ſervice. The gentleman ſup- 
ported, with much ſpirit and generoſity, 
the rights of the young man, and a proſe- 
cution was commenced againſt the iniqui- 
tous embezzler of his property; who, to 
ſave himſelf from the public and diſgrace- 
ful expoſure of a court of juſtice, refunded 
the fortune in queſtion, to the amount of 
forty thouſand pounds. Thus has this 
very fortunate perſon left off driving his 
maſter's cart, to ride in his own coach; and 
the cook-maid, inftead of baſting the meat 
of a raſcally tradeſman, can now give di- 
rections to her own ſervants, with all the 
ſcience of her late occupation.” 


* You may be aſſured,” ſaid Don Cleo- 
fas, © that I have not been inattentive to 
an hiſtory of ſuch a curious nature; never- 
theleſs, I could not kelp obſerving, during 
your relation of it, a ſmall card-table party 
in an apartment hung with crimfon ; but 

I am 
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Jam not only at a loſs as to the game that 
amuſes them, but alſo the cards with which 
they are playing are of a kind that I have 
never ſeen.” 


J ſhall not laugh at you,” anſwered 
Aſmodeus, © but I ſhall cauſe you, per- 
haps, to laugh at yourſelf, when I inform 
you, that the pieces of paſteboard, which 
you imagine to be the party-coloured im- 
plements of gaming, are nothing more 
than a number of painted defigns of car- 
riages of different ſorts, which the maſter of 
the houſe is ſhewing to his wife and daugh- 
ters for their opinion. He finds himſelf 
in a ſtate of ſerious embarraſſinent, and 
means to ſet up an equipage, in order to di- 
vert the ſuſpicions of people with whom he 
is connected, from the real ſituation of his 
affairs; and, of courſe, to protract a little, 
if it can do nothing more, the period of his 
ruin. But, in the preſent caſe, the at- 
tempt will not ſucceed: for this kind of 
practice has been ſo common for ſome 
5 years 
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years paſt, that when a man in trade 
ſtrikes out into ſudden diſplay and often- 
tation, grave men ſhake their heads, —and 
the knowing ones hint, among themſelves, 
at an approaching advertiſement in the 
Gazette. 


« But to offer a more exhilarating ſcene 
to your view, I muſt requeſt you to pay a 
very particular attention toa large compa- 
ny of very merry people in an upper-room 
of a coffee-houſe in the ſtreet beyond us. — 
« It is a very jovial meeting, indeed,” faid 
Don Cleofas ; and fo much real ſatisfac- 
tion beams in the countenances of all the 
party, that were I not in ſuch company as 
your's, I ſhould really wiſh to be one of 
them.” © And it would do your heart 


good,” replied Aſmodeus, though you 


miſtake the matter, I aſſure you. The 
mirth you now behold does not ariſe from 
the natural or accelerated flow of animal 
ſpirits, —from the power of wine, or the 
animation of ſociety, but from a ſenſe of 

virtue, — 


3 
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virtue, - the conſcious pleaſure of doing 
what is right, —and the admiration that is 
due to the firſt of created works, an honeſt 
man. 


«© The gentleman at the head of the 
table, who is now repleniſhing the glaſſes 
of his neighbours, is that exalted character, 
which, as a Devil, I ſhould turn from with 
diſguſt ; but, as your friend and inſtructor, 
I ſhall treat with the reſpect it deſerves. — 
Some time ago, he was ſo unſucceſsful in 
his buſineſs as to become a bankrupt, and 
paid but a ſmall dividend of the demands 
againſt him. His character, however, re- 
ceived no ſtain from the misfortune, and 
that certificate was granted which cleared 
him of every legal incumbrance. The other 
day, he was fo lucky as to get a very large 
prize in the lottery ; and, in conſequence of 
his good fortune, he has, this evening, in- 
vited all his former creditors to ſupper, and 
has prefaced the entertainment, by paying 
their former claims upon him to the utmoſt 


farthing. 
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farthing. Such a generous, honeſt, and, 
as it may well be called, a noble conduct, 
inſpires him with all the joy that ariſes 
from the practice of virtue, and fills his 
gueſts with that applauſe which ſuch vir- 
tue will ever be found to excite in the 
breaſt of every good man. 


As I preſume,” continued Aſmodeus, 
c you cannot leave the city with better im- 
preſſions than at the preſent moment, we 
regale at the other end of the town.” 


CHAP. 
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G4 A F- AVS 


The DEVIL upon Two Srieks diſcovers ts 
Dox CLrEoras certain Night Scenes in the 
Faſhionable War lu. 


'T H E Devil had a very pleaſant mode 

of removing his friend from one 
place to another; and he now bore him 
away with his uſual eaſe, from a city 
church, to the roof of a great houſe, ar 
the weſt-end of the town. 


The firſt object which attracted the 
notice of Don Cleofas, was a groupe of 
ladies elegantly dreſſed in the drawing- 
room of an houſe in an adjoining ſtreet. 
* That is a curious meeting, ſaid the 
Count, © at leaſt a dozen fine young wo- 
men, and not a man amongſt them.“ 
* They are not,” anſwered the Demon, 
Vol. IV. L * 
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* ſo unſociable as you may imagine; and 
are only in waiting for the gallants who 
may call for them. The houſe is an ele- 
gant brothel, and ſome curious ſcenes ſhall 
hereafter be diſcovered to you in this quar- 
ter, when I have more leifure for the pur- 
poſe. At preſent, I would wiſh you to 
confine your attention to the three elderly 
men, engaged in a very grave converſation 
in one of the parlours. They are, for cer- 
tain reaſons, free of the houſe, and get not 
only women but wine and good eating into 
the bargain, free of expence. The one is 
a Lord, the ſecond a Juſtice of Peace, and 
the third an horſe-dcaler. The noble 
peer's life is divided between the brothel 
and the horſe-courle ; his gambling paſſion 
indeed, is indulged in ſome ſort of ſtyle, 
but his libidinous appetites are purſued 
with a niggardly ſpirit that his poſtillion 
would be aſhamed of. While his fortune 
is ſtrained to procure a ſuperior breed of 
race-horſes, he will turn the poor creature 
whom he has ſeduced by promiſes of boun- 


ty 
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ty he never intended to beſtow, to the 
proſtitution of the ſtreet, and leave her to 
dic in beggary and deſpair. His Lordſhip 
and the Juſtice have juſt agreed in an opi- 
nion, that bawdy-houſes are of more ule 
than churches ; while the other good man 
does not attempt to controvert their opi- 
nion, but thinks moſt fincerely that the 
horſe-courſe is of more advantage to ſociety 


than either of them. 


At the upper-end of the ſtreet, on the 
other fide of us, you may fee a /#te d lele 
that 1s becoming very intereſting. The 
lady is extremely handſome, and her huſ- 
band is the very eſſence of politeneſs, but 
has for ſome time paſt, forgotten the atten- 
tions of the lover. In the mean time, ſhe 
is become very much attached to her pre- 
ſent viſitor, who is very aſſiduous in prac- 
riſing them. He is a man of the world, 
and knows exactly how he ought to pro- 
ceed. He does not propole to ſtorm the 


fortres, but to undermine it, and has, 
L 2 this 
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this evening, made a very confiderable 
progreſs, by endeavouring to prove the 
truth of two French maxims,—* Que le 
© nom d'epouſe eft un titre de dignilè, mats 
© non pas de volupte,'—et * qu une faule de 
© plus ou de moins n'eſt qu'une bagatelle.'— 
She begins to perceive a great deal of rea- 
ſon in all he ſays, and the very next time 
they meet, I am diſpoſed to think that 
they will be of one opinion.“ 


© Inthe fame ſtreet,” ſaid Don Cleo- 
as, * I ſee another private party of the 
ſame nature. But the lady appears to be 
an invalid, and the gentleman 1s playing 
a variety of antics, as J ſuppoſe, to amuſe 
her; but in a manner which is above the 
reach of my comprehenſion :—It is a ſpe- 
cies of gallantry, at leaſt, to which I am a 


ſtranger.” 


He is no gallant, I aſſure you, re- 
plied Aſmodeus, but a medical attend- 
ant; who is among the numerous foreign 

impoſtors 
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impoſtors that leave the poverty of their 
own country to enrich themſelves by the 
folly of this. He is the profeſſor of a ſci- 
ence called Animal Magnetiſm ; and pre- 
tends to cure all diſorders by the ope- 
rations of ſympathy alone, without any 
application whatever to the Materia Me- 
dica. He has his diſciples and his pati- 
ents, and his ſucceſs alſo ; for in a good 
conſtitution, and by the aid of common 
regimen, nature will frequently do her 
buſineſs without any medical aid, and then 
the Quack is a perfect Galen. Beſides, in 
certain caſes, and on certain minds, ſuper- 
ſtition will operate with no inconſiderable 
effect. With his preſent patient he is pe- 
culiarly fortunate; for he will have al! 
the honour of a cure which was perform- 
ed, in a regular way, by a very eminent 
practitioner, before the lady's impatience 
demanded his intervention. The diforder 
was already ſubdued, and every ſymptom 
was diſſipating, when he came with his 
geſticulations, to gain the credit of con- 


L 3 juring 
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Juring away a complaint which did not 
wait for his arrival. The fellow, however, 
knows what he is about—carries on the 
abſurd ſyſtem of Empiriciſm with a grave 
face, and confines his laughter to his clo- 
ſet and himſelf. 


* The perion whom you ſee in the ad- 
Joining houle, ſo buſily employed in look- 
ing over papers, with a fecretary writing 
befide him, is a foreigner, who, ſome time 
ago, enjoyed a very conſiderable diſtinc- 
tion in his own country; and was employ- 
ed, by his ſovereign, under the pretence of 
new modelling the public finances, to 
maintain the deſpotiſm of the Crown, and 
to add new links to the chain that already 
fettered the people.—The defign, how- 
ever, though conceived with admirable 
ſkill, was diſcovered ;—and the King, 
whoſe particular intereſts he was promoting, 
at the expence of the nation, was forced to 
quiet an incenſed people, by diſmiſſing 
him from his ſervice, in a manner the moſt 
humiliating to a ſenſible mind. 


cc An 
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© An exile from his own country, he 
very wiſely took refuge in this; and brought 
with him, or, perhaps, had ſent before him, 
a fortune ſufficient to enable him to live 
in that ſtyle of ſplendor which will al- 
ways fill his houſe with plenty of faſhi- 
onable people. Among many of them 
he is very well received; and has been ad- 
mitted to Court: But, that the King of 
a free country ſhould receive a man into his 
preſence-chamber, who has been degraded, 
as an enemy to the progreſs of freedom, in 
a deſpotic country, is a novelty in Court- 
etiquette, that can be reconciled only by 
the political eccentricities of the preſent 
moment. 


„The lady, whom you fee lolling upon 
a ſofa, and talking rather familiarly to 
her footman, is the wife of a veteran offi- 
cer, who has added many a laurel to the 
glory of his country.—She, however, is of 
opinion, that a young dragoon is a more 
heroic character than an old Marlbo- 


rough.” 


« That 
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« That, I ſhould preſume,” ſaid the 
Count, is an opinion by no means pe- 
culiar to her. —But whence does that round 

convivial merriment proceed ? My eyes 
look around in vain for the ſource of it.“ 


«« By taking the other ſide of the chim- 
ney againſt which you lean,” anſwered the 
Demon, you will perceive as merry a ſet 
as have ever met together ſince the flood ; 
and the cauſe of their preſent meeting is 
not, I aſſure you, in the common courſe 
of jovial affociations. 


ce It is an aſſembly of lng vivans, who 
have long been accuſtomed to live together 
in the habits of an abandoned life.— 
The gentleman, with a very red face, who 
ſits at the head of the table, is now enjoy- 
ing their ſociety for the laſt time.—He 
calls it his laſt ſupper ; and has invited his 
old friends to the pleaſures of it, that he 
may take a characteriſtic farewell of them: 
Nor will he quit the company till it is time 


for 
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for him to return home, in order to attend 
his bride to the altar. Before another fun 
has gained its meridian height, he will be 
a married man.—The lady knows his pre- 
ſent engagement, and laughs at it, becauſe 
he has folemnly promiſed her that he will 
never repeat it; and he will keep his 
word. Indeed, ſhe is among the very few 
women, who may hereafter aſſent to the 
truth of the proverb that reformed liber- 
tines make the beſt huſbands. 


©* Rakes, however,” continued Aſmo- 
deus, © do not make the beſt wives ; or, 
at leaſt, that is the opinion of the nobleman 
on whoſe hotel we have taken our preſent 
ſtation ; and he is, at this moment, engaged 
in a project to cure one of the moſt lovely 
women in the kingdom of rakiſh diſpoſi- 
tions and rakiſh connexions. 


e She has, for ſome time paſt, fre- 
quented the houſe of a certain lady, where, 
It is thought, ſhe can learn no good ; and 
whoſe parties ſhe ſeldom leaves before 

| day⸗ 
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day-light. Her noble kuſband and 
her family are equally alarmed at ſuch 
a conduct, — and ſhe has this day been at- 
ured by the former, that it ihe did not re- 
turn home in future by a certain hour, 
that the gates of her houſe would be ſhut 
againſt her.— That hour is now paſt, and 
the threat will be fulfilled; —When ſhe ar- 
rives, the porter will inform her of his or- 
ders, and that he muſt obey them. — After 
a little fruitleſs violence, ſhe will order the 
coachman to drive to her father's, who, in 
expectation of ſuch a viſit, fits up to re- 
ceive her ;— and, it is pre-determined 
among them, for the whole famihy are in 
the plot, that, after much aſſumed back- 
wardneſs on the part of her huſband, and a 
great deal of ſubmiſſion and promiſe of 
good behaviour from her, ſhe ſhall to-mor- 
row evening find her own gates open to 
receive her.” It was rather a dangerous 
experiment, ſaid the Count, with a 
beautiful, lively young woman of her rank.“ 
It was fo,” replied Aſmodeus ; © but 

in 
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in great deſigns, whether domeſtic or po- 
litical, ſucceſs anſwers every objection, 


&© You may now indulge yourſelf with 
another ſcene between man and wife, in 
that large houſe with a balcony window. 
They are two very amiable people, who 
moſt cordially hate each other ; and, of 
courſe, ought not to live beneath the ſame 
roof. To ſay the truth, the lady is humane 
enough to wiſh for a ſeparation ;—bur he, 
at preſent, withholds his conſent, for the 
pleaſant purpole of tormenting her with 
more convenience. You may ſee him in 
the lower room, where he has juſt taken 
his ſupper, in order that he may have an 
excuſe for not ordering ore at the brothel 
where he is going to pals the night. She 
is in the upper-floor, preparing for her bed- 
chamber, and exulting in the idea that he 
is not to be the companion of it. To give 
you an idea how theſe curious people live, 
I will tell you what has juſt happened — 

When 
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When he had ſcraped every morſel of meat 
from a blade-bone of mutton, he ſent it to 
his wife with a meſſage, *© that there was a 
© bone for her Ladyſhip to pick.” On which 
ſhe replied to the ſervant, * tell your Lord 
that he is no more the father of his eldeſt 
© ſon, than you are—and there is a bone 
© for his Lordſhip to pick.'—* And the 
more unpleaſant one of the two,” ſaid Don 
Cleofas, ** if there is any truth on it. 


* But in the upper ſtory of an houſe at 
ſome diſtance, I ſee a man in a looſe ſilken 
dreſs, hurrying up and down his chamber 
as if he were diſordered in his ſenſes.” — 
Speak ſoftly, if you pleaſe,” ſaid the De- 
mon, © for ſhould he overhear you, it will 
be ſcarcely in my power to protect you 
from his vengeance.—He is an author, and 
is, at this moment, labouring beneath the 
impulſe of inſpiration.” © Then I ſup- 
poſe,” replied the Count, that he is wri- 
ting a tragedy, and, in order to aid his 
genius, has put on the dreſs of the charac- 
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ter he is compoſin.; :—S1ch an or ginal 
idea can t but be atte14-d with the hap- 
pieſt effects. 

& Tragedies, now a days, my good. 
friend,” an'wered the Demon, © are not 
written with all this difficulty: N the 
obſtetric powers of his genius are at work 
in compoling—a paragraph for a newſpa- 
per. He enjoys the houurable office of 
writing for a daily print, and will actually 
produce, after an exertion of another hour, 
a moſt violent Philippic of three lines and 
an half. The cauſe of it is as follows: — 


© The young man had, by ſome means 
or other, got a ticket of admittance to the 
maſquerade of a lady of fathion, from 
whence he is juſt returned the domino, 
as you ſec, itill adorns him. Half the 
town attended it, and all were perfectly ſa- 
tisſi'd but our hero; who does not con- 
ceive that any body ſhould dare, in this 
land of freedom, to give a maſqu rade, 
without giving a ſupper ; — and he is de- 
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termined to employ the liberty of the 
preſs, to chaſtiſe the inſolence of a lady, far 
taking the liberty of giving ſuch an enter- 
tainment as ſhe thought proper, in her own 
houſe.”— But, ſurely,” exclaimed Don 
Cleofas, ** fuch a ſcribbling imp—” © Be 
not ſo angry with the poor man, I beſeech 
you,” ſaid the Demon; © he has ſome 
reaſon to be diſcontented at not having a 
ſupper, for he was the only perſon who at- 
tended the entertainment, without having 
had a dinner.” —— But is there no 
mode,” demanded the Count, *©* of chaſ- 
tiſing theſe pen and ink affafſins ? ”— 
« Newſpaper paragraphs,” replied Aſmo- 
deus, may be ſo formed as to convey 
the moſt injurious malice, without being 
within the reach of the law; and, if ſticks 
or kicks ſhould be employed againſt the 
writers of theſe ſentences, the law will con- 
ſider itſelf inſulted, and revenge them. 
The generality of people, therefore, avoid 
them with contempt; oi ſooth them with 
civility :—But they have little reaſon to 
be flattered with attentions, which are 
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ſhewn them on the ſame principle that a 
well-dreſſed man gives the wall to a chim- 


ney-ſ{weeper :—he does not chuſe ro be 
blackened by him. 


Rut I ſhall reſerve the hiſtory of Newſ- 
papers to a future opportunity, (it 1s a lead- 
ing feature of the preſent times, and 
muſt not eſcape us) and recommend your 
preſent attention to ſomething better.” 


« That gentleman,” ſaid Don Cleofas, 
* who has juſt ſealed up a packet, and is 
laughing very pleaſantly by himſelf, al- 
ready intereſts my cunofity.”— © He is,” 
replied the Demon, © a man of equal 
worth, fortune, and gcod-humour :—He 
has been employing the laſt half hour, to 
uſe his own expreſſion, in cheating his laſt. 
will and teftament ;—and it is this conceit 
which occaſions the mirth that attracts 
your notice.] will not accuſe you of any 
want of comprehenſion, by not under- 
ſtanding what all this means: — But the 
fact is—he had left five thouſand pounds 
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in his will, to one of his friends, to whom, 
he has diſcovered, that the immediate poſ- 
ſeſſion would be of the greateſt ſervice z— 
he has, therefore, ſcratched his name out 
of his will, and inſerted it in his banker's 
books. — Thus, by giving in his life- 
time, what he originally intended ſhould 
be given after his death, he coniders him- 
felf as committing a fraud upon his laft 
will and teſtament. But this is a deccp- 
tion, believe me, with which we dceviis 
have nothing to do.— It is, to fay tlie 
truth, a ſiroke above us.—And,' by way 
of compliment to you, with this ſingular 
artifice we will finith our preſent excurſion, 


& To-morrow ve will renew our pro- 
greſs,—for much yet remains to be diſco- 
ver:d to vou. In their due cou fe I ſhall 
introduce you to the Court of the Sove- 
reign, and the two Houſes of Parliament ; 
the gaols, and Bedlam the courts of 
law, and the inſernal regions.“ 
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